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EDITORIAL 

In the life spirit of Hijaz of fourteen 

centuries ago, when all cultural set of 

people of there were limited to verbal 

and narrative stories, a messenger was 

emerged that amongst the very first 

verses revealed to him was the order to 

write down.  

 ̴б̲Я̲Ч̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̲бΖЯ̲К р̴ϻΖЮϜ  

ñWho taught by the penò (96:4) 

At the time when even people try to 

record the commercial trades in their 

verbal memory, God ordered people in 

Quran to write down trades, selling and 

buying and invite others to be the 

witness of this trade and the witnesses 

should record what they have witnessed.  

 ̲е̴г̲Ю ̲ЩΖж̴ϖ̲м ΘХ̲ϳ̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̲Щ̶у̲Я̲К ϝ̲кн̳Я̶ϧ̲ж ̴Ζ ̳Ϥϝ̲тϐ ̲Щ̶Я̴Ϧ

 ̲еу̴Я̲Ђ̶Ͻ̳г̶ЮϜ 

ñThese are the verses of Allah. We 

recite (them) to you in truth, for you 

(Prophet Muhammad) are one of the 

Messengers. ò (2:252) 

This religion also has been emphasizing 

on writing down science. The holy 

prophet, Muhammad, to put his words in 

letters which are interpretation and 

commentaries on Quran – ordered to get 

help from your hand and advised people 

to rein science by writing it and save it 

from oblivion or failure of memory.  

For this reason, from the very first 

centuries of Islam History, a number of 

books were written but unfortunately a 

few number of them got destroyed or 

burnt in wars. Tribal discords, blind 

violence, country attacks, ignorance and 

heedlessness were of the factors resulted 

in loss of books.  
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Despite all these negative incidents, 

some of these books could remain which 

are still like torch of guidance, 

illuminating the right path to right-

seekers. Sahifal al-Sajjadiyah is one of 

these books.  

And further, we should mention those 

great libraries where are the cause of 

honor for human civilization; the 

libraries next to mosques, inside 

schools, and sometimes inside the 

houses of elites or palaces of kings. 

Management of these libraries is a shiny 

chapter in the history of human 

civilization. For example, the beautiful 

and humanistic custom of СЦм donation 

to keep books and expanding libraries, 

expansion of book publication, 

encouragement of elites and other 

activities like these.  

The history shows that expansion of 

libraries was an old custom of muslims. 

No one stood up against this nice 

activity unless some rulers, when they 

conquered a territory.  

In the recent years, the groups who 

claimed to be real muslims, by the name 

of religion and Islam, took some actions 

like burning books and libraries in some 

districts which spotted the clear face of 

Islam; while the illuminated record of 

Islamic sources and life style of 

Muslims in all their territory, is a clear 

answer to these violent actions.  

Book is the inheritance of bygones. 

Take care of it and value it.  
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Part VIII: The Problem of Evil 

Vahid Majd  
Associate Professor of Tarbiat Modares University 

Dec. 2017 

Abstract: In this part, the origin of evil is discussed and whether or not human 

action is Allahô creation. The relation between the will of Allah and humanôs 

voluntary evil actions as well as harm events that occur in this world are also 

addressed.  

Keywords: Evil actions; harmful events; will of Allah.  

 

 

Introduction  

From ancient times, the origin of evil 

has been the subject of debates. Those 

who think that Allah has relinquished 

His authority to his creation believe that 

it is people who create evil, and the 

harmful events that occur in this world 

are merely natural phenomena which 

have no relation with people’s action or 

Allah’s punishment. On the other hand, 

those who believed in compulsion, 

consider that any action, be good or bad, 

is Allah’s creation imposed on the 

world. In this part, in the light of the two 

weighty sources (Thaqalain) treasured 

by Allah, namely the holy Quran and the 
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sayings of the Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH&HF) and his Ahl al-Bait (PBUT), 

the problem of evil is explained.  

Is our action Allahôs creation? 

It is clear that people’s evil actions are 

not Allah’s actions; otherwise, many 

tokens of the holy Quran would become 

meaningless. For instance, Allah states 

in the Quran: 

 ̶б̳л̲Ѓ̳У̶ж̲ϒ ̲ЀϝΖзЮ̲Ϝ Ζе̴ЫЮ ̲м ̯ϝϛ̶у̲І ̲ЀϝΖзЮ̲Ϝ ̳б̴Я̶З̲т ъ ̲Ζ̲ Ζд̴ϖ

 ̲дн̳г̴Я̶З̲т . 

Verily Allah does not do any injustice to 

people. It is people that wrong their own 

souls. (10:44) 

The above token proves that injustice is 

a human action, and that human action is 

not the action of Allah since Allah 

denies committing any injustice. As 

another example, Allah states: 

 ̲дн̳Я̲ϛ̶Ѓ̳т ̶б̳к ̲м ̳Э̲Л̶У̲т ϝΖг̲К ̳Э̲ϛ̶Ѓ̳т ъ . 

He shall not be questioned for whatever 

He does, but they shall be questioned. 

(21:23) 

The above token proves that Allah’s 

actions and our actions are mutually 

exclusive; otherwise, the above token 

bears logical contradiction. If our 

actions were really His, then there 

should be no questioning. We should not 

be questioned for what He does just 

because according to this token there is 

no questioning for what He does! 

Elsewhere, Allah states: 

 ̲еу̴г̴ЮϝΖЗЮ̲Ϝ п̲Я̲К ̴Ζ̲ ̳ϣ̲з̶Л̲Ю ъ̲ϒ . 

Behold! The curse of Allah is upon the 

wrongdoers. (11:18) 

Allah is most exalted from what His 

enemies attribute to Him. The above 

token is a proof for the fact that the 

wrongdoing or injustice is not Allah’s 

action, and cannot be attributed to Him.  

Hisham Ibn Hakam narrated: 

 ̲м ΖϿ̲К ̴Ζ ̴е̲К с̴ж̶Ͻ̴ϡ̶϶̲ϒ ̲Ьϝ̲Ч̲Т И ̴Ζ ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲К ϝ̲Ϡ̲ϒ ̳Хт̴Ϲ̶жΘϿЮϜ ̲Ь̲ϓ̲Ђ

 ̲С̶у̲Ъ ΖЭ̲Ϯ  ̶б̲Ю  ̴Х̳Я̶Ϸ̲т  ̲Х̶Я̲Ϸ̶ЮϜ  ̶б̳лΖЯ̳Ъ  ̲еу̴Лу̴Г̳в  ̲ет̴ϹΘϲ̲н̳в  ̲дϝ̲Ъ ̲м

ϝ̲Ц ̲Щ̴Ю̲Ϻ п̲Я̲К ̶б̳л̲Ю ̶е̳Ы̲т ̶б̲Ю ̲еу̴Лу̴Г̳в ̶б̳л̲Ч̲Я̲϶ ̶н̲Ю И ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̯Ϝϼ̴ϸ

 ̲ъ ̲м ̰ϣΖз̲Ϯ ̶е̳Ы̲Ϧ ̶б̲Ю ̶б̳л̲Я̶Л̴Т ̶ϥ̲жϝ̲Ъ ϝ̲в Ϝ̲Ϻ̴ϖ ̲ϣ̲КϝΖГЮϜ Ζд̴̲ц ̰ϞϜ̲н̲Ϫ

 ̶е̲К ̶б̳кϝ̲л̲ж ̲м ̴й̴ϧ̲Кϝ̲Г̴Ϡ ̶б̳к̲Ͻ̲в̲ϓ̲Т ̳й̲Ч̶Я̲϶ ̲Х̲Я̲϶ ̶е̴Ы̲Ю ̲м ̰ϼϝ̲ж

 ̴Ϡ ̶б̴л̶у̲Я̲К Ζϭ̲ϧ̶ϲϜ ̲м ̴й̴ϧ̲у̴ЋЛ̶̲в ̴й̴ϡ̳ϧ̳Ы̴Ϡ ̶б̳к̲ϼ̶ϻ̳К ̲Й̲Г̲Ц ̲м ̴й̴Я̳Ђ̳Ͻ

 ̲дн̳ϡ̴Ϯ̶н̲ϧ̶Ѓ̲т ̲м ̲дн̳ЋЛ̶̲т ̲м ̲дн̳Лу̴Г̳т ̲ет̴ϻΖЮϜ ̳б̳к Ϝн̳жн̳Ы̲у̴Ю

 ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̲Ϟϝ̲Ч̴Л̶ЮϜ ̳иϝΖт̴ϖ ̶б̴л̴ϧ̲у̴ЋЛ̶̲г̴Ϡ ̲м ̲ϞϜ̲нΖϫЮϜ ̳й̲Ю ̶б̴л̴ϧ̲Кϝ̲Г̴Ϡ

 ΖЇЮϜ ̳Э̲г̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲м ̳й̳Я̶Л̴Т ̲н̳к ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲е̴в ̳ϱ̴ЮϝΖЋЮϜ ̳Э̲г̲Л̶Юϝ̲Т ̲е̴в ΗϽ

 ̴й̴Ϡ ̳Ζ ̲м ̳й̳Я̲Л̶У̲т ̳Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ ̳ϱ̴ЮϝΖЋЮϜ ̳Э̲г̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̳й̳Я̶Л̴Т ̲н̳к ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ

 ̲ϒ ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̳иϝ̲л̲ж ̳й̶з̲К ̳Ζ ̲м ̳й̳Я̲Л̶У̲т ̳Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ ΗϽΖЇЮϜ ̳Э̲г̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲м ̳и̲Ͻ̲в̲ϒ

 ̴Ы̲Ю ̲м ̶б̲Л̲ж ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̴йу̴Т ϝ̲л̲ϡ̴Ъ̲ϼ с̴ϧΖЮϜ ̴ϣ̲Ю̶фϝ̴Ϡ ̳й̲Я̲Л̲Т ̲Ё̶у̲Ю ̴ϣ̲Ю̶фϝ̴Ϡ ̶е

 ̳й̶з̲К ̳иϝ̲л̲ж р̴ϻΖЮϜ ΘϽΖЇЮϜ п̲Я̲К ϝ̲л̴Ϡ ̲ϼ̲Ϲ̲Ц ̲Ͻ̶у̲Ϸ̶ЮϜ ϝ̲л̴Ϡ ̲Э̴г̲К с̴ϧΖЮϜ

 ̶с̲І ̴Ͻ̶в̶̲цϜ ̲е̴в ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ п̲Ю̴ϗ̲Т ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̶е̲К ̳Ζ ̳иϝ̲л̲ж ϝ̲в ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̰̭

 ̶с̲І ̶с̲Ї̴Ϡ ̳и̲Ͻ̲в̲ϒ ̲ъ ̲м ̳й̲Ъ̶Ͻ̲Ϧ ̳Ху̴Г̳т ̳йΖж̲ϒ ̲б̴Я̲К ̶Ϲ̲Ц ̲м Ζъ̴ϖ ̱̭ ̴ϖ ̱̭ Ζъ

 ̳ϼ̶н̲ϯ̶ЮϜ ̴й̴ϧ̲У̴Њ ̶е̴в ̲Ё̶у̲Ю ̳йΖж̴̲ц ̳й̲Я̶Л̴Т ̳Йу̴Г̲ϧ̶Ѓ̲т ̳йΖж̲ϒ ̲б̴Я̲К ̶Ϲ̲Ц ̲м

 ̲дн̳Чу̴Г̳т ̲ъ ϝ̲в ̴ϸϝ̲ϡ̴Л̶ЮϜ ̳Су̴Я̶Ы̲Ϧ ̲м ̳б̶ЯΗЗЮϜ ̲м ̳ϩ̲ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲м . 

An atheist (Zindiq) asked Imam al-Sadiq 

(PBUH), “Inform me why not Allah 

created all people obedient while He has 

power to do so?” The Imam (PBUH) 

replied, “Had He created them obedient, 
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there would not have been any reward 

for them since, in that case, obedience 

was not their action, and thus, there 

would have been neither Paradise nor 

Hell. In contrast, Allah created people, 

then commanded them to His obedience, 

forbade them from His disobedience, 

brought evidence for them by His 

messengers, and removed their excuses 

by (descending) His books so that they 

become the ones who obey and disobey. 

This way, they will become entitled to 

reward and punishment for their 

obedience and disobedience, 

respectively. ” The atheist asked, “Are 

the virtuous and the wicked actions from 

the servant His actions?” The Imam 

(PBUH) replied, “As for the virtuous 

action, the servant does it while Allah 

commanded him to it. As for the wicked 

action, the servant does it while Allah 

forbade him from it. ” The man asked, 

“Isn’t one’s action by the means that 

Allah placed in him?” The Imam 

(PBUH) replied, “Yes. However, by the 

very means that he does good, he is able 

to do the evil that Allah has forbidden 

him. ” The man asked, “Does any of the 

capability of affairs belong the servant?” 

The Imam (PBUH) answered, “Allah did 

not forbid him from anything unless He 

knew he would be able to leave it, and 

He did not command him to anything 

unless He knew he would be capable to 

do it. This is because oppression, 

futility, injustice, and charging the 

servants what they cannot bear, are not 

of His attributes. .. ”1 

In the above Hadith, the Imam (PBUH) 

stressed that a voluntary action of a 

servant, be it good or evil, is not Allah’s 

action.  

Once Abu Hanifa went to meet Imam 

Ja’far al-Sadiq (PBUH). The Imam was 

inside his house and Abu Hanifa was 

waiting for him to come out. Meantime, 

a small child came out and someone 

informed Abu Hanifa that the boy was 

the Imam’s son, Musa al-Kadhim 

(PBUH) (the succeeding Imam). To 

belittle the child, Abu Hanifa posed a 

question before the child. Below is a 

part of conversation between Abu 

Hanifa and Imam Musa (PBUH): 

 ̶е̴в н̳Я̶Ϸ̲Ϧ ̲ъ ̳ϵ̶у̲І ϝ̲т ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̳ϣ̲у̴ЋЛ̶̲г̶ЮϜ ̴еΖг̴в ̳а̲ы̳О ϝ̲т ̲Ьϝ̲Ц Ζб̳Ϫ

 ̶с̲І ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲е̴в ̲Ё̶у̲Ю ̲м ̴Ζ ̲е̴в ̲дн̳Ы̲Ϧ ̶д̲ϒ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̱Ϩы̲̲Ϫ ̲Ё̶у̲Я̲Т ̰̭

 ̲дн̳Ы̲Ϧ ̶д̲ϒ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̲м ̳й̶Я̲Л̶У̲т ̶б̲Ю ϝ̲г̴Ϡ ̳и̲Ϲ̶ϡ̲К ̲ϻ̳϶̶ϓ̲т ̶д̲ϒ ̴бу̴Ы̲ϳ̶Я̴Ю  ̲е̴в

 ̴Щт̴ϽΖЇЯ̴Ю ̲Ё̶у̲Я̲Т ̴е̶у̲Ыт̴ϽΖЇЮϜ о̲н̶Ц̲ϒ ̳Ζ ̲м ̴Ζ ̲е̴в ̲м ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ

 ̲дн̳Ы̲Ϧ ̶д̲ϒ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴ϡ̶ж̲ϻ̴Ϡ ̲Ͻ̲П̶Њ̲ц̶Ϝ ̲Щт̴ϽΖЇЮϜ ̲ϻ̳϶̶ϓ̲т ̶д̲ϒ ̴Ͻ̲ϡ̶Ъ̶̲цϜ

 ̶с̲І ̴Ζ ̲е̴в ̲Ё̶у̲Ю ̲м ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ ̲е̴в ̲̭ϝ̲І ̶д̴ϖ ̲м ϝ̲У̲К ̲̭ϝ̲І ̶д̴ϗ̲Т ̰̭

 ̲ϟ̲Цϝ̲К  ̳ин̳Т ̲б̴Ч̶Ю̳ϒ ϝ̲гΖж̲ϓ̲Ъ ̰ϣ̲ϧ̶Ы̲Ђ ̲ϣ̲Уу̴з̲ϲ ϝ̲Ϡ̲ϒ ̶ϥ̲Ϡϝ̲Њ̲ϓ̲Т ̲Ьϝ̲Ц

 ̲Ͻ̲ϯ̲ϳ̶ЮϜ . 

Abu Hanifa asked, “O young man! From 

who is sin?” Imam Musa (PBUH) 

replied, “O old man! There are only 

three hypothetical cases for that: If it is 

from Allah and the servant does not 

have any share in it, then it does not 
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befit Allah, the Wise, to blame and 

chastise His servant for what he did not 

do. On the other hand, if it is from both 

the servant and Allah, then since Allah 

is the stronger partner, it does not befit 

the greater partner to chastise the lesser 

partner for the (mutual) sin. But if it is 

from the servant and Allah did not have 

any share in that, then if He wills He 

forgives, and if He wills He penalizes. ” 

By hearing that, Abu Hanifa was 

strangled as if he swallowed a rock. 2 

In the above Hadith, based on Allah’s 

justice, the Imam (PBUH) proved, that 

Allah does not have any contribution in 

the wrongdoing that is manifested by 

man, and an evil deed is not the actions 

of Allah. But, one may point to the 

following token of the holy Quran: 

 ̶с̲І ΘЭ̳Ъ ̳Х̴Юϝ϶ ̳Ζ̲пЯ̲К ̲н̳к ̲м ̱̭  ̶с̲І ΘЭ̳Ъ ̰Эу̴Ъ̲м ̱̭ . 

Allah is the creator of everything and He 

has authority over all things (39:62) 

and ask, “Does this sentence not imply 

that actions are the creation of Allah, 

including the evil ones?” In response to 

this question, the Imams (PBUT) have 

stated that Allah has created the measure 

and plan (Qadar; Taqdir) for 

everything. In other words, people’s evil 

actions happen according to what Allah 

measured and considered in His 

planning. As explained in the previous 

sections, this planning is not a 

compulsory one. It is according to the 

foreknowledge of Allah on our would-

be choice of action.  

Once Ma’mun, one of the tyrranical 

ruler of the Abbasi dynasty, asked Imam 

al-Ridha (PBUH) to summarize in 

writing the pure Islamic beliefs. Of the 

many things that the Imam (PBUH) 

enumerated was: 

 ̲д̲ϒ ̲м ϝ̲л̲Л̶Ђ̳м Ζъ̴ϖ ̯ϝЃ̶У̲ж ̳СΘЯ̲Ы̳т ̲ъ п̲Юϝ̲Л̲Ϧ ̲м ̲Ш̲ϼϝ̲ϡ̲Ϧ ̲Ζ ΖдϜ 

 ̲Ьϝ̲Л̶Т̲ϒ  ̴Ζ̴ύ ̰ϣ̲Цн̳Я̶Ϸ̲в ̴ϸϝ̲ϡ̴Л̶ЮϜ  ̲Х̶Я̲϶  ̲м ̱ет̴н̶Ы̲Ϧ ̲Х̶Я̲϶ ̲ъ ̱Ͻт̴Ϲ̶Ч̲Ϧ  ̳Ζ 

 ̶с̲І ΘЭ̳Ъ ̳Х̴Юϝ϶ ̭̱  ̴Ѝт̴н̶УΖϧЮϜ ̲м ̴Ͻ̶ϡ̲ϯ̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̳Ьн̳Ч̲ж ̲ъ ̲м . 

 “.. . Allah, the glorious, does not charge 

people except to the extent of their 

ability. The actions of the servants are 

the creations of Allah; however, it is 

only the creation of their planning and 

arrangements (Taqdir), not the creation 

of their being (Takwin). And (this is 

what is meant by) Allah is the creator of 

everything. We maintain neither 

compulsion nor relinquishing authority 

(on the voluntary actions).. . ”3 

A similar narration was reported from 

Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) when he was 

asked for the same thing. 4 

Moreover, Fudhail Ibn Yasar narrated: 

 ̳Ͻ̶у̲О ̶а̲ϒ ̲с̴к ̰ϣ̲Цн̳Я̶Ϸ̲в ̴ϸϝ̲ϡ̴Л̶ЮϜ ̴Эу̴Кϝ̲Т̲ϒ ̶е̲К И ϝ̲ЎΘϽЮϜ ̳ϥ̶Ю̲ϓ̲Ђ

 ̲Х̶Я̲϶ ̲ϸϜ̲ϼ̲ϒ ̰ϣ̲Цн̳Я̶Ϸ̲в ̴Ζ ̲м ̲с̴к И ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̱ϣ̲Цн̳Я̶Ϸ̲в  ̲ъ ̱Ͻт̴Ϲ̶Ч̲Ϧ

 ̲Х̶Я̲϶  ̱ет̴н̶Ы̲Ϧ . 

 

I asked Imam al-Ridha (PBUH) about the 
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actions of the servants and whether they 

are created. The Imam (PBUH) replied, 

“They are, by Allah, created. He 

intended the creation of their 

arrangements (Taqdir) (of what He 

allowed to happen), not the creation of 

their being (Takwin). ”5 

This way, Allah is the creator of our 

action in the sense of Taqdir, but we are 

the creator of our actions in the sense of 

Takwin. The doer of the action is he who 

creates it in the sense of Takwin and 

brings about the action. Therefore, Allah 

does not do our actions, though He 

makes detailed planning and 

synchronizes our choice of action with 

other events with respect to time and 

place if He permits it to happen. Thus, in 

terms of Takwin, Allah is not the only 

creator in the world. Fat’h Ibn Yazid al-

Jurjani narrated: 

 ̲Ϸ̶ЮϜ ̳Ͻ̶у̲О ̶Э̲к И ̴е̲Ѓ̲ϳ̶ЮϜ с̴Ϡ̴̲ц ̳ϥ̶Я̳Ц ̲Ьϝ̲Ц ̰Х̴Юϝ̲϶ ̴Эу̴Я̲ϯ̶ЮϜ ̴Х̴Юϝ

 ̳Ьн̳Ч̲т п̲Юϝ̲Л̲Ϧ ̲м ̲Ш̲ϼϝ̲ϡ̲Ϧ ̲Ζ Ζд̴ϖ  ̲еу̴Ч̴ЮϝϷ̶ЮϜ ̳е̲Ѓ̶ϲ̲ϒ ̳Ζ ̲Ш̲ϼϝϡ̲ϧ̲Т 

с̴Т Ζд̲ϒ ̲Ͻ̲ϡ̶϶̲ϒ ̶Ϲ̲Ч̲Т  ̴и̴ϸϝ̲ϡ̴К  ̲еу̴Ч̴Юϝ̲϶  ̲еу̴Ч̴Юϝ̲϶ ̲Ͻ̶у̲О ̲м  ̶б̳л̶з̴в

 ̲л̲Ъ ̴еуΘГЮϜ ̲е̴в ̲Х̲Я̲϶ ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̳Ζ пΖЯ̲Њ п̲Ѓу̴К ̴Ͻ̶уΖГЮϜ ̴ϣ̲ϛ̶у

 Ηр̴Ͻ̴вϝΖЃЮϜ ̲м ̴Ζ ̴д̶Ϻ̴ϗ̴Ϡ ̯ϜϽ̴Ϛϝ̲А ̲ϼϝ̲Ћ̲Т ̴йу̴Т ̲ϵ̲У̲з̲Т ̴Ζ ̴д̶Ϻ̴ϗ̴Ϡ

 ̰ϼϜ̲н̳϶ ̳й̲Ю ̯ϜϹ̲Ѓ̲Ϯ ̯ы̶ϯ̴К ̶б̳л̲Ю ̲Х̲Я̲϶ . 

I asked Imam al-Ridha (PBUH), “Is there 

any creator other than the lofty creator?” 

He (PBUH) replied, “Verily Allah, the 

glorious, states, ‘So blessed be Allah, 

the best of the creators!’ (23:14) Thus, 

He has indeed conveyed that there are 

creators and non-creators among His 

servants. Among them is Jesus (PBUH) 

who created from clay the shape of a 

bird by leave of Allah, and then he 

breathed into it, and it became a bird by 

leave of Allah (referring to holy Quran 

3:49). Moreover, Samiri created for 

people the body of a calf that had a 

lowing sound (referring to Quran 20:88). 

”6 

1 The Origin of Evil  

One should also distinguish between the 

evil attributed to people and the evil and 

misery that come from Allah. Both of 

them are called evil (Sooô; Sayyiôa; 

Sharr) in the holy Quran. The misery 

that Allah sends down upon people in 

this world and in the Hereafter is due to 

their evil actions, and is thus a just 

punishment for them. For instance, 

Allah says: 

 ̶д̴ϖ ̲м ̴Ζ̲ ̴Ϲ̶з̴К ̶е̴в ̴и̴ϻк Ϝн̳Юн̳Ч̲т ̰ϣ̲з̲Ѓ̲ϲ ̶б̳л̶ϡ̴Ћ̳Ϧ ̶д̴ϖ ̲м

 ̴Ζ̲ ̴Ϲ̶з̴К ̶е̴в ΔЭ̳Ъ ̶Э̳Ц ̲Ш̴Ϲ̶з̴К ̶е̴в ̴и̴ϻк Ϝн̳Юн̳Ч̲т ̰ϣ̲ϛΘу̲Ђ ̶б̳л̶ϡ̴Ћ̳Ϧ

 ̯ϝϫт̴Ϲ̲ϲ ̲дн̳л̲Ч̶У̲т ̲дм̳ϸϝЫ̲т ъ ̴а̶н̲Ч̶Ю̲Ϝ ̴̭ъ̳ϕл̴Ю ϝг̲Т . 

If some good befalls them, they say, 

“This is from Allah”; but if evil 

(Sayyiôa) befalls them, they say, “This is 

from you (O Prophet). ” Say, “All are 

from Allah. ” But what has come to 

these people that they fail to understand 

a single fact. (4:78) 

According to interpretation of Ahl al-

Bait (PBUT)7, the goodness in this holy 

token means good heath and wealth. On 
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the other hand, the evil here means the 

(worldly) punishment that Allah sends 

down to the wrongdoers. This 

punishment, though is from Allah and is 

His creation, it is due to people’s evil 

deeds, as it is made clear in the next 

token: 

 ̱ϣ̲ϛΘу̲Ђ ̶е̴в ̲Щ̲ϠϝЊ̲ϒ ϝв ̲м ̴Ζ̲ ̲е̴г̲Т ̱ϣ̲з̲Ѓ̲ϲ ̶е̴в ̲Щ̲ϠϝЊ̲ϒ ϝв

 ̲Щ̴Ѓ̶У̲ж ̶е̴г̲Т . 

Whatever good (O man!) happens to you 

is due to Allah’s (help); but whatever 

evil (Sayyi’a) happens to you is due to 

your (own) soul. (4:79)  

Wrongdoing is an action attributed to 

people, and punishment is an action 

attributed to Allah, and although they 

were both called evil (Sayyiôa), they are 

of an entirely different nature. Yet they 

are linked to each other by Allah’s will 

and planning. In other words, an evil 

action of a person may become a 

punishment (or even mercy) by Allah 

for another person. Both types of evil 

were used in the following token of 

Quran: 

ϝл̳Я̶ϫ̴в ̰ϣ̲ϛΘу̲Ђ ̱ϣ̲ϛΘу̲Ђ ̳̭ϜϿ̲Ϯ ̲м . 

The penalty of an evil (i. e. , 

wrongdoing) is an evil (i. e. , a 

punishment) like it. (42:40) 

We also recite in the holy Quran: 

 

 ̴й̴жм̳ϸ ̶е̴в ̶б̳л̲Ю ϝв ̲м ̳й̲Ю Ζϸ̲Ͻ̲в ы̲Т ̯Ϝ̶̭н̳Ђ ̱а̶н̲Ч̴Ϡ ̳Ζ̲ ̲ϸϜϼ̲ϒ ϜϺ̴ϖ ̲м

 ̱ЬϜм ̶е̴в . 

.. . And if Allah intends an evil (i. e. , 

punishment) for a group of people, there 

would be no (other power) to drive it 

away, nor will they find any protector 

from other than Him. (13:11) 

 ̶д̴ϖ ̴Ζ̲ ̲е̴в ̶б̳Ы̳г̴ЋЛ̶̲т р̴ϻΖЮ̲Ϝ Ϝ̲Ϻ ̶е̲в ̶Э̳Ц  ̶м̲ϒ ̯Ϝ̭н̳Ђ ̶б̳Ы̴Ϡ ̲ϸϜϼ̲ϒ

 ъ ̲м ϝ̵̯у̴Ю̲м ̴Ζ̲ ̴дм̳ϸ ̶е̴в ̶б̳л̲Ю ̲дм̳Ϲ̴ϯ̲т ъ ̲м ̯ϣ̲г̶ϲ̲ϼ ̶б̳Ы̴Ϡ ̲ϸϜϼ̲ϒ

 ̯ϜϽу̴Ћ̲ж . 

Say, “Who can withhold you from Allah 

if He intends an evil (i. e. , punishment) 

for you or intends a mercy for you?” 

Nor will they find for themselves from 

other than Allah any protector or helper. 

(33:17) 

Notice that the intention mentioned in 

the above two tokens is the intention of 

imposition, as it is clear from the 

context. In other words, the punishment 

is the action of Allah imposed on 

people, and is not the action of people, 

though it is due to the action of people.  

Other instances where evil (Sharr and 

Sooô) that are mentioned as Allah’s 

punishment appear in the following 

tokens of the holy Quran: 5:60, 76:7, 

76:11, 16:27, 27:58, 40:45.  

2 The Harmful Events 

Any harmful event created by Allah 

should not be necessarily judged as evil 

for all afflicted people. Anything that 

people have, belongs to Allah and He 



The Will of Allah and Our Destiny 

 

13 

 

may take it back if He wills. Moreover, 

Allah does not decree harmful events 

only for punishing people for their 

previous wrong deeds. At the same time 

that these events may be merely 

punishments for disbelievers, they act as 

awakening atonement for some sinful 

believers or misguided people. 

Moreover, these calamities may be 

merely blessings for some people, since 

by tolerating these afflictions, they attain 

higher spiritual positions and greater 

reward. In fact, Allah has willed to test 

people in hard situations. Whoever seeks 

refuge in Allah in all such 

circumstances, Allah will grant him 

more tolerance, more faith in Him, and 

more reliance (Tawakkul) upon Him, 

and in this manner, Allah brings up a 

faithful servant and also increases his 

reward in the Hereafter for his turning to 

Him when facing such situations. Thus, 

harmful events by Allah may have many 

positive outcomes for the believers both 

in this world and in the Hereafter. In the 

holy Quran, Allah says: 

 ̴̭ϝЂ̶ϓ̲ϡ̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ϝл̲Я̶к̲ϒ ϝж̶ϻ̲϶̲ϒ Ζъ̴ϖ Εс̴ϡ̲ж ̶е̴в ̱ϣ̲т̶Ͻ̲Ц с̴Т ϝз̶Я̲Ђ̶ϼ̲ϒ ϝв ̲м

н̳КΖϽΖЏ̲т ̶б̳лΖЯ̲Л̲Ю ̴̭ϜΖϽΖЏЮ̲Ϝ ̲м ̲д . 

Whenever We sent a prophet to a town, 

We took up its people in suffering and 

adversity so that they might call (Us) in 

humility. (7:94) 

Hisham bin Salim narrated that Imam al-

Sadiq (PBUH) said: 

 ̴ϻΖЮϜ Ζб̳Ϫ ̳̭ϝ̲у̴ϡ̶ж̲цϜ ̯̲̭ы̲Ϡ ̴ЀϝΖзЮϜ ΖϹ̲І̲ϒ Ζд̴ϖ ̳Э̲ϫ̶в̲цϜ Ζб̳Ϫ ̶б̳л̲жн̳Я̲т ̲ет

 ̳Э̲ϫ̶в̲цϝ̲Т . 

“The most severe afflictions and tests 

(Balaa) were for the prophets, and then 

those who came after them in virtue. ”8 

Humran narrates that Imam Muhammad 

al-Baqir (PBUH) said: 

 ̲Ю ΖЭ̲Ϯ ̲м ΖϿ̲К ̲Ζ Ζд̴ϖ ̳Ϲ̲кϝ̲Л̲ϧ̲т ϝ̲г̲Ъ ̴̲̭ы̲ϡ̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̲е̴в̶ϕ̳г̶ЮϜ ̳Ϲ̲кϝ̲Л̲ϧ̲у

 ϝ̲г̲Ъ ϝ̲у̶жΗϹЮϜ ̴йу̴г̶ϳ̲т ̲м ̴ϣ̲ϡ̶у̲П̶ЮϜ ̲е̴в ̴ϣΖт̴Ϲ̲л̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̳й̲Я̶к̲ϒ ̳Э̳ϮΖϽЮϜ

 ̲Ѝт̴Ͻ̲г̶ЮϜ ̳ϟу̴ϡΖГЮϜ с̴г̶ϳ̲т . 

“Allah cares for a believer with 

affliction and hardship like a man who 

cares for his family by sending them 

gifts when he is away from them. Allah 

prevents the believer form (indulging 

into the comfort of) this world, like a 

physician who prevents a patient (by 

some strict diets). ”9 

Zaid Ibn Zarrad narrated from Imam al-

Sadiq (PBUH) that the Messenger of 

Allah (PBUH&HF) said: 

 ̳Ζ Ζϟ̲ϲ̲ϒ Ϝ̲Ϻ̴ϗ̲Т ̴̭Ϝ̲Ͽ̲ϯ̶ЮϜ ̳бу̴З̲К ̴й̴Ϡ ̳ϓ̲Тϝ̲Ы̳т ̴̲̭ы̲ϡ̶ЮϜ ̲бу̴З̲К Ζд̴ϖ

 ̴Ζ ̲Ϲ̶з̴К ̳й̲Я̲Т ̲с̴Ўϼ̲ ̶е̲г̲Т ̴̭ы̲̲ϡ̶ЮϜ ̴бу̴З̲Л̴Ϡ ̳и̲ы̲ϧ̶ϠϜ ̯ϜϹ̶ϡ̲К

 ̳Б̲ϷΖЃЮϜ ̴Ζ ̲Ϲ̶з̴К ̳й̲Я̲Т ̲̲̭ы̲ϡ̶ЮϜ ̲Б̴Ϸ̲Ђ ̶е̲в ̲м ϝ̲ЎΘϽЮϜ . 

 “Certainly (enduring) a greater 

affliction is recompensed by a greater 

reward. Thus, when Allah loves a 

servant, He afflicts him with a great 

hardship (Balaa). Then, if he is pleased 

with it, for him is Allah’s satisfaction, 

and if he is displeased with it, for him is 

Allah’s dissatisfaction. ”10 
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Husain Ibn Ilwan narrated Imam al-

Sadiq (PBUH) said: 

 ϝ̲т ̶б̳ЪϝΖт̴ϖ ̲м ϝΖж̴ϖ ̲м ̯ϝ̵ϧ̲О ̴̲̭ы̲ϡ̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̳йΖϧ̲О ̯ϜϹ̶ϡ̲К Ζϟ̲ϲ̲ϒ Ϝ̲Ϻ̴ϖ ̲Ζ Ζд̴ϖ

с̴Ѓ̶г̳ж ̲м ̴й̴Ϡ ̳ϱ̴ϡ̶Ћ̳з̲Ю ̳Ͻт̴Ϲ̲Ђ . 

“When Allah loves a servant, He 

immerses him in the sea of suffering. 

And we (Ahl al-Bait (PBUT)) and you 

(Shia) start our morning and evening 

with these (afflictions). ”11 

Like a swimming instructor who throws 

his new student headlong into the water, 

and makes him struggle in order to teach 

him swimming, Allah does the same to 

develop his beloved servants. If one 

devotes his whole lifetime to reading 

about swimming, he will never learn 

how to swim. One should enter the 

water and exercise under the guidance of 

a qualified teacher to learn how to swim.  

As for a sinful believer, there is another 

reason that Allah may afflict him with 

hardship. The hardship that he receives 

is an atonement to his sins, which 

cleanses him before he leaves this 

world. Thus, such hardship is a mercy 

from Allah for the believers. Sama’a 

narrated that Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) 

said: 

 ̶Ϥ̲Ͻ̳ϫ̲Ъ Ϝ̲Ϻ̴ϖ ̲Ϲ̶ϡ̲Л̶ЮϜ Ζд̴ϖ  ̳и̲ы̲ϧ̶ϠϜ ̴й̴Ϡ ϝ̲к̳ϽΘУ̲Ы̳т ϝ̲в ̶Ϲ̴ϯ̲т ̶б̲Ю ̲м ̳й̳Ϡн̳ж̳Ϻ

 Ζъ̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴Ϡ ̲Щ̴Ю̲Ϻ ̲Э̲Л̲Т ̶д̴ϗ̲Т ̴й̴Ϡ ϝ̲к̲ϽΘУ̲Ы̳у̴Ю ϝ̲у̶жΗϹЮϜ с̴Т ̴д̶Ͽ̳ϳ̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̳Ζ

 ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̲ϸΖϹ̲І Ζъ̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴Ϡ ̲Щ̴Ю̲Ϻ ̲Э̲Л̲Т ̶д̴ϗ̲Т ̴й̴Ϡ ϝ̲к̲ϽΘУ̲Ы̳у̴Ю ̳й̲ж̲Ϲ̲Ϡ ̲б̲Ч̶Ђ̲ϒ

 ̴й̴Ϧ̶н̲в ̲Ϲ̶з̴К  с̴Т ̳й̲ϠΖϻ̲К Ζъ̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴Ϡ ̲Щ̴Ю̲Ϻ ̲Э̲Л̲Т ̶д̴ϗ̲Т ̴й̴Ϡ ϝ̲к̲ϽΘУ̲Ы̳у̴Ю

 ̶с̲І ̲Ё̶у̲Ю ̲м ̳иϝ̲Ч̶Я̲т ̲а̶н̲т ΖЭ̲Ϯ ̲м ΖϿ̲К ̲Ζ п̲Ч̶Я̲у̴Ю ̴и̴Ͻ̶ϡ̲Ц ̳Ϲ̲л̶Ї̲т ̰̭

 ̶с̲Ї̴Ϡ ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̴й̴Ϡн̳ж̳Ϻ ̶е̴в ̱̭ . 

“When the sin of a servant increases and 

nothing (of his good actions) is found to 

atone for that, Allah inflicts him by 

sorrows in this world as an atonement 

for it, or He will make his body sick to 

compensate for that, or (in a more 

serious case) He makes the time of his 

death more difficult for him so as to 

cover for that, or else (in a much more 

serious case) He punishes him in his 

grave so that he meets Allah on the Day 

of Judgment without anything that could 

witness to any of his sins (i. e. , he 

comes with his sins wiped out). ”12 

In a Hadith al-Qudsi, Ibn al-Qaddah 

narrated from Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) 

that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH&HF) 

said that Allah, to Whom belongs might 

and majesty, said: 

 ̳Ϲт̴ϼ̳ϒ ϝ̲ж̲ϒ ̲м ϝ̲у̶жΗϹЮϜ ̲е̴в ̯ϜϹ̶ϡ̲К ̳Ϭ̴Ͻ̶϶̳ϒ ̲ъ с̴Ю̲ы̲Ϯ ̲м с̴ϦΖϿ̴К ̲м

 ̳й̶з̴в ̲с̴Т̶н̲ϧ̶Ђ̲ϒ пΖϧ̲ϲ ̳й̲г̲ϲ̶ϼ̲ϒ ̶д̲ϒ  ϝΖв̴ϖ ϝ̲л̲Я̴г̲К ̱ϣ̲ϛу̴Г̲϶ ΖЭ̳Ъ

 ̱Рн̶̲Ϸ̴Ϡ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴Ц̶Ͼ̴ϼ с̴Т ̱Ху̴Џ̴Ϡ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̲м ̴и̴Ϲ̲Ѓ̲Ϯ с̴Т ̱б̶Ч̳Ѓ̴Ϡ

 ̴Ϥ̶н̲г̶ЮϜ ̲Ϲ̶з̴К ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̳Ϥ̶ϸΖϹ̲І ̰ϣΖу̴Ч̲Ϡ ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̶ϥ̲у̴Ч̲Ϡ ̶д̴ϗ̲Т ̳иϝ̲у̶ж̳ϸ с̴Т

 ̲м ϝ̲у̶жΗϹЮϜ ̲е̴в ̯ϜϹ̶ϡ̲К ̳Ϭ̴Ͻ̶϶̳ϒ ̲ъ с̴Ю̲ы̲Ϯ ̲м с̴ϦΖϿ̴К ̲м ̳Ϲт̴ϼ̳ϒ ϝ̲ж̲ϒ

 с̴Т ̱ϣ̲Л̲Ѓ̴Ϡ ϝΖв̴ϖ ϝ̲л̲Я̴г̲К ̱ϣ̲з̲Ѓ̲ϲ ΖЭ̳Ъ ̳й̲уΘТ̲м̳ϒ пΖϧ̲ϲ ̳й̲ϠΘϻ̲К̳ϒ ̶д̲ϒ

 ̶д̴ϗ̲Т ̳иϝ̲у̶ж̳ϸ с̴Т ̱е̶в̲ϓ̴Ϡ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴г̶Ѓ̴Ϯ с̴Т ̱ϣΖϳ̴Ћ̴Ϡ ϝΖв̴ϖ ̲м ̴й̴Ц̶Ͼ̴ϼ

 ̲Ϥ̶н̲г̶ЮϜ ϝ̲л̴Ϡ ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̳ϥ̶жΖн̲к ̰ϣΖу̴Ч̲Ϡ ̴й̶у̲Я̲К ̶ϥ̲у̴Ч̲Ϡ . 

“By My Might and Majesty! I shall not 

send out from this world a servant 

whom I intend to cover with mercy until 

I take every sin of his (and exchange it) 

with either by a sickness in his body or 
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by tightening his sustenance or by fear 

in his life; and if anything still remains 

of his sins, I will increase his tension at 

the time of his death. By My might and 

majesty! I shall not send out from this 

world a servant whom I intend to punish 

(due to his disbelief) until I take every 

good deed of him (and exchange it) 

either by good health in his body or by 

increasing his (worldly) sustenance or 

by security in his life; and if anything 

still remains of his good deeds I will 

make his death easy for him. ”13 

Although the disbeliever does not do 

good for the sake of Allah, but Allah 

clears and recompenses them by some 

bounties in this world. The disbelievers 

wrongly interpret these worldly benefits 

and they think that Allah is favor of 

them. Thus, these worldly benefits acts 

as wrong signal from Allah as a 

punishment for their disbelief and is evil 

for them. On the other hand, the 

affliction that befalls a disbeliever in this 

world is certainly evil. Such evil is 

naught but Allah’s worldly punishment 

for his rejection and his misconduct, and 

it is beside the greater punishment that 

waits for him in the Hereafter. Allah 

says in the holy Quran: 

 ̲м ϝу̶жΗϹЮ̲Ϝ с̴Т ̯ϜϹт̴Ϲ̲І ̯ϝϠϜϻ̲К ̶б̳л̳ϠΘϻ̲К̳ϓ̲Т Ϝм̳Ͻ̲У̲Ъ ̲ет̴ϻΖЮ̲Ϝ ϝΖв̲ϓ̲Т

 ̲ет̴Ͻ̴Њϝж ̶е̴в ̶б̳л̲Ю ϝв ̲м ̴Ϣ̲Ͻ̴϶̶ф̲Ϝ . 

As to those who reject faith, I will 

severely punish them in this world and 

in the Hereafter, and they will not have 

any helper. (3:56)  

 ̶б̳л̲ϠΘϻ̲Л̳у̴Ю ̳Ζ̲ ̳Ϲт̴Ͻ̳т ϝгΖж̴ϖ ̶б̳к̳ϸъ̶м̲ϒ ъ ̲м ̶б̳л̳ЮϜн̶в̲ϒ ̲Щ̶ϡ̴ϯ̶Л̳Ϧ ы̲Т

 ̲дм̳Ͻ̴ТϝЪ ̶б̳к ̲м ̶б̳л̳Ѓ̳У̶ж̲ϒ ̲Х̲к̶Ͽ̲Ϧ ̲м ϝу̶жΗϹЮ̲Ϝ ̴Ϣϝу̲ϳ̶Ю̲Ϝ с̴Т ϝл̴Ϡ . 

Let not their wealth nor their children 

dazzle you. In truth, Allah intends to 

punish them with these things in this 

life, and that their souls may perish in 

the state of disbelief. (9:55) 

 ̶с̲І ΘЭ̳Ъ ̲ϞϜн̶Ϡ̲ϒ ̶б̴л̶у̲Я̲К ϝз̶ϳ̲ϧ̲Т ̴й̴Ϡ Ϝм̳ϽΘЪ̳Ϻ ϝв Ϝн̳Ѓ̲ж ϝΖг̲Я̲Т ̱̭

 ̶б̳к ϜϺ̴ϗ̲Т ̯ϣ̲ϧ̶П̲Ϡ ̶б̳кϝж̶ϻ̲϶̲ϒ Ϝн̳Ϧм̳ϒ ϝг̴Ϡ Ϝн̳ϲ̴Ͻ̲Т ϜϺ̴ϖ пΖϧ̲ϲ

н̳Ѓ̴Я̶ϡ̳в ̲д . 

But when they forgot the warning they 

had received, We opened to them the 

gates of all things, until, in the midst of 

their enjoyment of what they were 

given, We took them (or their soul) 

suddenly, when lo, they were plunged in 

despair! (6:44) 

ϝЪ ̶е̲в ̳Ϲт̴Ͻ̳ж ̶е̲г̴Ю ̳̭ϝЇ̲ж ϝв ϝлу̴Т ̳й̲Ю ϝз̶ЯΖϯ̲К ̲ϣ̲Я̴ϮϝЛ̶Ю̲Ϝ ̳Ϲт̴Ͻ̳т ̲д

 ̯Ϝϼн̳ϲ̶Ϲ̲в ̯ϝвн̳в̶ϻ̲в ϝкы̶Ћ̲т ̲бΖз̲л̲Ϯ ̳й̲Ю ϝз̶Я̲Л̲Ϯ Ζб̳Ϫ  ̲ϸϜϼ̲ϒ ̶е̲в ̲м

пЛ̲Ђ ̲м ̲Ϣ̲Ͻ̴϶̶ф̲Ϝ  ̲дϝЪ ̲Щ̴ϛЮм̳ϓ̲Т ̰е̴в̶ϕ̳в ̲н̳к ̲м ϝл̲у̶Л̲Ђ ϝл̲Ю

 ̯Ϝϼн̳Ы̶Ї̲в ̶б̳л̳у̶Л̲Ђ ъ̳ϕк ΗϹ̴г̳ж ̵̯ы̳Ъ ̴̭ϝГ̲К ̶е̴в ̴̭ъ̳ϕ̲к ̲м ̴̭

 ̯Ϝϼн̳З̶ϳ̲в ̲ЩΘϠ̲ϼ ̳̭ϝГ̲К ̲дϝЪ ϝв ̲м ̲ЩΘϠ̲ϼ . 

For anyone who intends the hasty 

pleasure (i. e. , the pleasure of this 

world), We expedite for him therein 

what We will (of hasty pleasure) for 

whom We intend. Then, We assign to 

him the Hell; he shall enter it despised, 

driven away (from mercy). And anyone 

who intends (the pleasure of) the 

Hereafter, makes all his effort for it, and 
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he is a believer, the striving of such 

individuals shall be appreciated (by 

Allah). Of the offer of your Lord (in 

terms of giving opportunity), We extend 

for these as well as those. And the grant 

of your Lord is not confined. (17:18-20) 

According to the traditions, whatever 

befalls a believer contains benefit and 

goodness (Khair) for him regardless of 

how it looks in this world. Ibn Abi 

Ya’fur narrated form Imam al-Sadiq 

(PBUH) that the Messenger of Allah 

(PBUH&HF) said: 

 ̶е̲К ̴ϼϝΖϡ̲ϯ̶ЮϜ ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲К ̴е̶Ϡ ̴ϹΖг̲ϳ̳в ̶е̲К Ηр̴Ͻ̲Л̶І̲ц̶Ϝ Εс̴Я̲К н̳Ϡ̲ϒ

 ̲ϒ ̴е̶ϠϜ ̴е̲К ̲дϝ̲г̶ϫ̳К ̴е̶Ϡ ̴Э̶у̲Џ̳Т ̶е̲К п̲у̶ϳ̲т ̴е̶Ϡ ̲дϜ̲н̶У̲Њ с̴Ϡ

 ̲ъ ̴б̴Я̶Ѓ̳г̶ЮϜ ̴̶̭Ͻ̲г̶Я̴Ю ̳ϥ̶ϡ̴ϯ̲К ̲Ьϝ̲Ц И ̴Ζ ̴Ϲ̶ϡ̲К с̴Ϡ̲ϒ ̶е̲К ̱ϼн̳У̶Л̲т

 ̶д̴ϖ ̲м ̳й̲Ю ̯ϜϽ̶у̲϶ ̲дϝ̲Ъ Ζъ̴ϖ ̯̭ϝ̲Џ̲Ц ̳й̲Ю ΖЭ̲Ϯ ̲м ΖϿ̲К ̳Ζ с̴ЏЧ̶̲т

 ̲Ф̴ϼϝ̲Ї̲в ̲Щ̲Я̲в ̶д̴ϖ ̲м ̳й̲Ю ̯ϜϽ̶у̲϶ ̲дϝ̲Ъ ̴Ѝт̴ϼϝ̲Ч̲г̶Юϝ̴Ϡ ̲ЌΘϽ̳Ц

ϝ̲л̲Ϡ̴ϼϝ̲П̲в ̲м ̴Ќϼ̶̶̲цϜ  ̳й̲Ю ̯ϜϽ̶у̲϶ ̲дϝ̲Ъ . 

“I am amazed with (observing) the 

situation of a Muslim (i. e. , he who 

submits to Allah’s decree). Allah does 

not pass any decree for him except that 

it is good (Khair) for him. If he were to 

be torn apart with scissors it would be 

good for him, and if he were to be 

granted possession of the entire world, 

East and West, it would be good for 

him. ”14 

 

3 Conclusion 

In this article, we resolved the 

complexity of the origin of evil in the 

light of the Quranic tokens and the 

divinely appointed saints. We showed 

that although some evil may be due to 

Allah and some due to people, both 

types occur according to Allah’s will of 

knowledge. The harmful events, be the 

action of man or not, are Allah’s decree 

for other people with different aims: 

They are Allah’s punishment for some 

people, while they are the means of 

forgiveness, progress and perfection and 

earning the Hereafter rewards for other 

people. Thus, an affliction may turn to 

be bad for some and good for some 

others in religious point of view.  

Endnotes:

                                                           
1 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 5, p. 19, Hadith 29, 
as quoted from al-Ihtijaj.  
2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 5, p. 27, Hadith 33, 
quoted from al-Ihtijaj; Similar traditions 
exist in: al-Tawhid, p. 96, Hadith 2; Tuhaf 
al-Uqul, p. 411.  
3 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 5, p. 30, Hadith 38, 
cited from Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha (PBUH).  
4 See al-Tawhid, p. 406, Hadith 5 and 
Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 10, p. 226.  
5 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 75, p. 338, cited 
originally from Tuhaf al-Uqul.  
6 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 4, p. 147, Hadith 1, 
quoted from al-Tawhid.  
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Abstract: Fundamental believes are the foundation which affect our other believes. 

These believes, including belief in God and Prophecy and justice of God, and 

Resurrection. The belief in God is donated to all inborn; in fact it is in our soul and 

heart (Fitrah). 

Here, the best attempt has been done to outline some of the issues that matter in the 

topic of ñunity of Godò like how to talk to God, what are the obstacles on our way to 

feel God, think about God or donôt think about Him, Names of God, é .  
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Oh God..  

In a mysterious way, in his own privacy, 

he wanted to talk, to cry, to nag, and to 

complain, to demand what he likes, to 

say his wishes, to talk about his grieves 

and failures and to ask for help; help for 

himself, for his family and for everyone. 

He knows from depth of his heart that 

there is someone who sees, hears and 

understands him. The One Who is kind, 

Merciful and Beneficent. The One Who 

has been with him all these years and 
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protected him and never left him, Who 

has never left him in sleep or awake, 

happiness and grieves, success and 

failure, childhood and youth, ability and 

inability. The One with Whom can be 

talked no matter where you are or when 

it is, and you do not need standing in 

any line and wait. At this moment, he 

unconsciously shouted oh.. .  

If he had not have him, how lonely, how 

helpless and how destitute he was; it 

was the first time he was aware of his 

presence; once when he was left alone, 

and no one was able to help, He quietly 

told him in his heart, don’t worry. I am 

with you! I was with you from the first 

and I will be; never forget this! When 

you were a sperm, where you were a 

child, when you were unable, I have 

been aware of you since then to now, be 

sure I am not a fair-weather friend; even 

if you forget me – you forgot me 

frequently- I do never forget you! Talk 

to me; not like strangers like friends; a 

close friend, a companion… 

The man cried, “ oh …” 

He might have never thought how to call 

him. It’s like someone from inside 

saying, “He is the One Whom your 

entity is of Him; All your things are 

from Him. One who loves you more 

than yourself and has helped you in 

danger. Supported you with no 

expectations and will continue to do so. 

Didn’t know how to call Him or thank 

Him or communicate with Him until one 

day he encountered someone who felt 

like him but he was yelling “God! Lord! 

My God!” abruptly it seemed he had 

found his own lost One. And after that, 

he started call Him like that “ oh my 

God, my Lord, …” and then peace fills 

every where.  

But he felt that he was speechless. He 

wanted to talk more with him but he 

didn’t know how!? He wished He 

Himself (God) taught him how to speak 

and what to say. He came back to whom 

learnt him the first words; he found 

himself feeling well and reading 

something from a book. He sat there and 

waited for him to finish, after that he 

went closer and said “I need the good 

feeling you have. What have you done 

and what were you reading?” 

He said, “I was praying”.  

He replied, “What is praying?” 

He said, “Talking with the One Who 

owns our lives. You know who has 

taught us these prayers? He Himself by 

His deputies, His messengers, His 

prophets, His imams.  

He didn’t leave him until he learnt how 

to pray, supplication, the rabbana, the 

komeil and everything.  

Fitrah  and logic 
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One of the students came to him after 

the class and said, “sir. You talked about 

Fitrah but I’m not convinced. Would 

you please explain more? How could it 

be possible a thing, the very same thing, 

be shared among all human beings?” 

He said, “Dear! Start from yourself and 

test. If you listen, you will hear the 

calling from inside! It does not matter 

who you are or where you are from. If 

you focus, you will hear the voice of 

inside who says, “I’m much weaker than 

that I could create myself and manage 

and run my world. There should be 

another one who do all these changes 

and management and I’m under his 

control”, don’t you hear this voice 

inside?” 

He said, “Yes. By your guidance, I can 

hear those things in this situation. But 

can everyone, literate or illiterate, hear 

that voice? 

Professor said, “You don’t need to be 

literate to hear that call. Everyone has 

been born with this call. It is called 

Fitrah and every human from the start of 

history to the end of history has been 

and will be born with it. They just need 

to listen carefully or by a “reminder” be 

informed of it; Although first they need 

to remove obstacles to be able to hear. 

The obstacles like love of positions, 

thirst for wealth and power, and other 

worldly attractions which can make 

distance between them and their Fitrah. 

Naturally, one who is less absorbed can 

hear the voice sooner. ” 

The student said, “Everyone has some 

obstacles which can cause problems. 

Removing them is not easy. ” 

He said, “Yes. But not impossible. It 

should be tried to find the best way to 

make ourselves notice this inner call. It 

is the job of prophets and infallibles. 

This is awakening Fitrah, when Fitrah is 

awaken, it would lead him toward his 

creator.” He said, “Do the other subjects 

like need to prophets or divine proofs 

are inborn and fitrah-based, too?” 

He said, “It is sure theology is 

something inborn. But this Fitrah would 

lead you towards the deputy of God to 

get the manual of life. When you see 

that you don’t have multi-dimensions 

power and control to your past and 

future to create your salvation, you 

should ask for help from divine proofs 

of God and He will give you the manual 

of living, which is religion, to be acted 

upon that.  

He said, “So every human has a divine 

nature, even when they are not a 

believer? 

He said, “Yes. If people are not aware of 

their inner call, that’s because of our 

failure in leading or their failure in 

removing obstacles” 
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Logic 

“What is wisdom?” The discussion was 

about it. Everyone said something but 

they couldn’t reach a conclusion.  

The professor came and they asked him, 

“What is wisdom?” 

The professor said, “Skip its definition it 

is better to talk about its essence that 

everyone accepts.” 

“Logic is a lighten light in our spirit 

which all we receive, comprehend and 

discover are because of that light. The 

thing that departs us from other livings. 

The thing that our duties, 

responsibilities, rewards and 

punishments came from it. If there were 

not wisdom, you wouldn’t need to 

appear in any court or to respond to 

anyone, to fear from anything or have 

any concern. The origin of all the duties, 

obligations, grants, reward and 

punishments is logic given to human 

beings. Logic is so noble that when God 

created that, He said” it’s because of you 

that I reward or punish. ” 

One of the students asked, “What are the 

functions of logic?” 

He replied, “logic has several functions: 

It is the light by which you see and 

differentiate.  

It is a scale and measure by which you 

assess and judge.  

It is a tool for thinking.  

It is a guard not to give up to 

temptations 

It is your leader in times of encountering 

dilemma 

And it is an inner prophet which leads 

you to your destination. ” 

He said, “If it is so, then why there are 

so many mislead, sinner and guilty 

people, against having logic?” 

He said, “Everyone has logic. But some 

don’t use it or listen to it. Like a doctor 

who smokes cigarette while his logic 

and knowledge prohibit him of doing so. 

It is important to follow our logic which 

is the most important divine gift that we 

have. ” 

He said, “What does logic say about 

God?” 

He said, “Logic looks at the divine signs 

(skies, seas, creatures, and the whole 

nature including human) and judges that 

they are created and there should be a 

creator.” 

If we ask him, “who is that creator and 

where is He?” 

He would say, “I don’t have the ability 

to describe Him. Because I haven’t seen 

Him but I know He exists, as I make 

sure there is fire when I see smoke. 

Fitrah will come to help logic and by the 
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guidance of these two elements, you 

came to believe that there should be a 

creator for these creators even though 

your tongue is incapable of describing 

Him. Your inner prophet, logic, makes 

you believe Him. ” 

He said, “With this inner prophet (logic) 

that everyone has, why do we need 

prophets outside of us? Isn’t the logic 

enough? 

He said, “No! It is not enough! The 

prophets have some other functions 

which complete logic. Like bringing 

revelation, shariah (religion), way of 

life, news from the unseen and the after 

death world, surprising knowledge about 

beginning of creation and its end; 

Education, Growth and Excellence of 

human and more other functions. In 

summary, both prophets are necessary. ” 

Conscience 

When you say “got it”, it means you 

comprehend it with all cells of your 

body. You are sure of it, there is no 

doubt about it. It must be said we have 

several ways to gain this knowledge, 

sometimes by our senses, like it your 

hand feels the heat of fireplace, 

sometimes by feeling, for example when 

you are sure of your love to your mother 

or hatred to your enemies.  

And when something is in the light of 

logic and science, you become sure of it; 

for example you realize number 4 is an 

even number or eight is more than 

seven. Sometimes by your consciences, 

you realize and you see there is a holder. 

There is no doubt in these understanding 

because your soul connects reality and 

gets to certainty: A certainty roots in 

your conscience.  

As we have seen, your conscience 

becomes sure of something through 

several ways like senses, affections, 

reasoning, …. When you say “I got it by 

conscience”, it means you understand it 

with all your soul and your soul is 

replete with that reality and absorbed it.  

Therefore, when you say “ I feel God by 

my conscience means you find Him by 

the depth of your soul and life and even 

if all the world deny GOD or all 

loudspeakers and media unite to talk you 

out of this belief, you would not relent 

and do not change your belief because 

you find Him ….  

Question: How is it possible to help 

someone reach this knowledge? Without 

surrounding him by philosophical, hard 

to understand reasoning.                 

Answer: the way is continuous 

reminding about alterations and changes 

in his soul like these changes: 

Who takes you from state of being 

awake to asleep, from asleep to 

awakening, from unconscious to 
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conscious, from gladness to discomfort, 

from ignorance to awareness, from 

remembrance to forgetfulness, from 

forgetfulness to remembrance, and other 

hundreds of other changes which is in 

your soul take you, change you and you 

see you have no role in them.  

These are remindings which awaken 

conscience and one realizes he has a 

backbone whom he relies on. And He, 

that behind One, does these changes. By 

drawing attention of people to nature 

also, you can point on people 

conscience: who sends rain, turns seeds 

into plants, bring sweet fruits from the 

Earth, arrange the ambulation of the 

earth and moon, let you cotrol water and 

sea and animal and elements, set death 

and life ? 

Question: what are the relationship 

among conscience, reasoning, thinking 

and researching? 

Answer: reasoning, thinking and 

researching can pave the way for 

consciences. They must act so strong 

that can put soul besides truth and get to 

certainty. Literally we can say 

conscience is a witness of logic. The one 

who is deprived of logic, his soul has no 

value as no revolution will form in a 

person whom his soul is not touched by 

his conscience… .  

 

La-Fekri  

He was heard that I have used the term 

la-fekri about gaining knowledge about 

the identity of God and I said our minds 

take us no where ( to know God) but it 

makes us amazed. He disagreed and 

said, despite all these recommendations 

to think! And you say not to think and to 

put thinking aside?! I feel he couldn’t 

get what I mean so I explain more ….  

I said, “ contemplation has a great place 

in our religious teaching. It is so valued 

that it is said an hour of contemplation is 

worth a year of pray. Various verses in 

Quran order people to think about the 

world and the hereafter, about the end of 

life and the life of ancient people, about 

blessings of God, about creation of the 

world, Earth, skies, … the importance 

given to this is because thinking is the 

cause of understanding truth and 

correcting mistakes or 

misunderstanding. Sometimes an hour 

of thinking can change the way of a life 

or even alter the destiny of a country. 

Depriving yourself from contemplation 

by the excuse of being busy with daily 

life will change human into still water; 

this is the thinking process which ends 

up in motion, innovation, creation and 

motivation.  

He said, “So then what is la-Fekri? I 

said, “The only case it is not advised to 

think about but even we are discouraged 
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to think about is thinking in the identity 

of God. The cause, of course, is clear, 

because God is above our understanding 

level, out of our understanding boarders. 

Therefore, to feel and know God we 

should go far from our judgment which 

is limited in the materialistic world, put 

thinking and judgment away to feel 

God. God gnosis is not reached by 

thinking, this way is blocked if we are 

going to go this way from our side, but 

it is open from His side, which means 

He let us know Him by our Fitrah. 

Therefore, la-Fekri (which means 

cleansing yourself from thinking about 

His identity) is the prerequisite of 

entering the territory of God gnosis. 

Therefore, to know God, first, we put 

thinking about His identity aside. The 

function of thinking is to make 

similarities and comparison among 

things and data, analyzing and 

concluding, but God is not similar to 

anything, so how logic can find a model 

or an example to compare Him to? 

Those who surpassed this red line and 

wanted to test it unfortunately ended up 

in despair; eventually, they made an 

imaginary God for themselves. This 

imaginary God is not the real God and is 

refuted. A god which is made by 

imagination is as rejected as one made 

by stones and woods. We should put 

away the gods made in our mind. In 

traditions we read, whatever you made 

by your thought even in its best form is 

what you made not what God really is.  

Austerity 

Although, religion is advised the easy 

and public way of thinking, teaching and 

following revelation of God to reach 

gnosis of God, but some want to try a 

difficult and risky path which is 

austerity. The principle of this method is 

avoiding four essential needs of human 

being which is eating, speaking, 

marriage and social interaction with 

others. They believe by curbing ЁУж 

(self, soul) and avoiding these 

animalistic desires, a person can open 

his eyes to truth, and truth will be 

revealed to him.  

But the truth is this method has no root 

in religion, nor in the book of God, nor 

it was the life style of Prophet or 

infallibles. In addition, even if we regard 

this way as a way of reaching truth but 

still it has some disadvantages which 

cannot be neglected. First, it is not 

advisable for all and only few people 

can go through this path. Second, even if 

anything of truth is revealed to a person 

by this method, it cannot be regarded as 

a proof for others. Third, curbing ЁУж by 

austerity can be resulted in some 

illnesses and mental problems for some. 

And fourth, each discovery should be 

evaluated to be sure it is not a satanic 

penetration.  
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Austerity which its base is avoidance of 

pleasure to purify ЁУж and receiving 

inspirations is traced back to the schools 

of thought like Buddhism and is not 

related to Islam. In contrast, in Islam 

and other Abrahamic religions austerity 

is not encouraged but the emphasis is 

given to ϜнЧϦ (piety). We can claim that 

nothing is remained of Revelations 

unless it was revealed to prophets; and 

even sometimes when we refer to what 

some of these mystics claim to find, we 

see these findings in contrast with what 

religion teaches us.  

Believing in God 

The discussion was about the effect of 

belief on behavior and people’s 

interaction. All have already agreed on 

its effect. People’s behavior is resulted 

from their beliefs. If one is not regarded 

any respect for humanity, in practice he 

shows this, he violates other people’s 

right easily. Someone asked, “now that 

everyone accepts this effect, let us know 

the difference between someone who 

accepts God and someone who has no 

belief in God? What is the realization of 

this difference on their behavior? What 

is the difference between a society 

where most of people believe in God 

and a society where people do not 

believe in God? Can we infer any 

sociological rule from it?  

I said, “Belief in God is the highest level 

of all beliefs, how can it be ineffective 

on interactions of individuals and 

society? Experience has shown that 

human being when finds someone 

supervise his action, he would care not 

to do wrong let alone this supervisor be 

God. When you believe God is watching 

you, you would not do contrary to what 

God orders. He said, “You mean those 

who believe in God do not do against 

God’s order? I said, “ they do if their 

belief is loosen or they forget God; in 

other cases when a person is afraid of a 

police officer and does not do wrong 

things, so how is it possible to do wrong 

when he is in front of God? He said, 

“then the pest of believes is ignorance or 

forgetfulness or loosening beliefs? I 

said, “Yes.” 

He said, “Due to the great effect of 

believing in God in stopping crimes and 

evil actions, how could it be 

institutionalized in society? I said, 

“When we all know guiding people as 

our definite duty and try to make even 

one person God believer, this belief will 

be expanded and society will benefit 

from it and to prevent pests we should 

be constantly in the process of learning, 

expanding our religious knowledge and 

of course asking God for help and His 

infallibles specially imam Zaman. He 

said, “what should we do with ignorance 

and forgetfulness?  
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I said, “the way the Quran shows is zikr 

ϽͭϺ and Tazakkor   ϽͭϻϦand thinking. 

Zikr, Tazakkor, and thinking are 

antidote of ignorance and forgetfulness.  

Self-recognition 

He was full of questions and He started 

like this, if self-recognition is an 

introduction to theology, how and from 

which aspect I should recognize “I”? 

What is the relevance of this recognition 

to theology and what is the methodology 

of this knowledge? 

I said, “In this crowded and chaotic 

world that each moment something 

jumps to your mind, you should give 

yourself an opportunity to get to know 

yourself and see where you came from 

and to where you go and what is your 

role? If you do that, new truth will be 

opened to you, you discover that 

someone else is the creator, the survivor, 

the keeper of you, the other One whom 

You are in His power Who created you 

and created all human being. He created 

me as a “human being” (not an angel, 

nor Jinn nor an object, nor animal, nor 

plants). He expected me to live a 

humane and humanistic life, I am a 

traveler here and my homeland is 

heaven. I should go up to court of God 

to go higher above angels, ….  

I want to know myself, but I do not 

know why there are obstacles. I said, 

“we have a long-standing enemy called 

Satan who does not allow us reach this 

perfection and plays all types of tricks 

on us to stop us getting the sweet fruit of 

self-recognition although God has 

declared his signs to our souls. So dear, 

contemplate for a while, and think in 

yourself that if you have paid attention 

to yourself and found guidance, devious 

people will not harm you.  

The other fruit of self-recognition is to 

recognize weaknesses and to turn them 

to strengths through connecting to 

revelation and divine guidance. When 

we know we are incapable of 

recognizing our own benefits and harms, 

it takes us towards religion to take 

advantage of divine guidance for life, 

the one who is our creator and knows 

how we can live a prosperous life.  

Another fruit of self-recognition is 

blocking ways to human pride which is 

very dangerous. He is reminded that you 

are the one whom are made of soil and 

sperm and blood clot. What made you 

boast to your creator? The One Who has 

created you and made you balanced.  

Breaking an idol of arrogance is the 

result of self- recognition. You were not 

more than a sticky mud and again you 

will return to soil, so know your place 

and your value and do not walk 

prudently.  
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Prayer 

She was so fascinated by her prayers 

that all people around were absorbed, 

tears dropped down of her eyes, and she 

spoke to God with her divine words; in 

fact, she had a romantic talk, the phrases 

came out of her soul. “Oh, God this 

glory and dignity is enough for me that 

you are my Lord. And this honor is 

enough for me that I am your servant; 

you are like what I want, make me like 

what you want. I enjoyed her prayers 

and spiritual state. I approached and 

said, “How beautifully you were 

praying. What have you seen in that 

height, what were you given, whose 

words were they, where did that mood 

come from and now what is your advice 

for us to experience such unique 

experience of yours? She said, “Dear 

this is something you cannot feel unless 

you taste it yourself. Go and talk to see 

how beautiful this relationship is! If you 

talk to this beloved One with all your 

heart and call Him by His beautiful 

Names and worship Him as you should, 

He would give you such an enjoyable 

revolution in your conscience that you 

will not change it with anything else. All 

our value depends on understanding this 

worship and supplication. He Himself 

has invited us to this feast of Kindness 

and says, “Call me and I answer you.” 

Your even one experience is greater than  

whatever I explained. I said, “I may not 

to be able to read and praise Him in 

correct words and phrases that deserve 

Him and my sentences may be 

incomplete.”  

She said, “This is exactly the same! Our 

intellect is unable to describe Him and 

tongue is not enough eloquent to praise 

Him.  

The Kind One Who knows our 

weakness, He Himself teaches us praise 

and worship to make us able to pray.  

The holy Quran has taught us how to 

pray and in the teachings of his 

ambassadors and his infallibles He 

includes valuable prayers to us, like 

verses of Quran which start with “oh 

God”.  

I asked, “How could we have access to 

assets of prays taught us by God and 

infallibles? These assets are accessible, 

if you try, you will find! Some examples 

of these prayers are like Komayl, Samat, 

Mashlool, …. Sahifah Sajjadiyah also is 

a gem in the sea of prayers from imam 

Sajjad.  

Names of God 

Whenever we hear that beautiful rhythm 

of “ismaullah” (i.e. Names of God) 

before Azan (especially in the glorious 

moments of sunset of Ramadan month); 

our soul becomes fresh and our heart 
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becomes full of remembrance of God. 

They are so beautiful that we cannot 

even describe them. Each of those 

sacred Names and attributes is a window 

to the teachings by which our creator is 

being described; but not a description 

which is finding similarity between two 

things but a particular description which 

called “exiting the limits of Tashbih and 

Tatil.” 

It means do not compare His attributes 

with anything else and at the same time 

do not deny that attribute for Him. For 

example when you say “Ghader”, you 

are paying attention to His unfinished 

attributes which is not similar to any 

other mighy one …. And more beautiful 

is that to know God Himself made these 

Names and taught us by His infallibles 

to open our tongue to pray, each of these 

names is the origin of a series of 

changes and creation of a series of 

blessings, and then a newer perspective 

towards the monotheistic teachings will 

be revealed to you; and a step higher is 

when you learn that all these Names and 

attributes are just signs leading towards 

Him and the most glorious signs of His 

creation are imams who are guides to 

Him.  
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Abstract: Imam Reza is one of the most clear springs of wisdom and certainty whose 
life style and actions can be a role model for the people of certainty.   

The present study on ñEthics of discussion from the perspective of Imam Rezaò 

based on his debates is to have a brief look at his ethical approach while he debated.  

We set a pivot entitled ñethical codes of speaking in discussionò which is based on 

debates of Imam Riza and then we have studied features of his expressions in 

discussion like: rationalism and being freethinker, engaging mind of audience in the 
discussion, balancing his discussion with the level of audience understanding, being 

to the point, referring to acceptable sources for the opposite side and etc. around 

this pivot.  

To study each ethical feature of Imam Riza, we have mentioned and discussed the 
debates and reasoning of him related to that feature 
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The result has revealed that imam Riza as the unique person of his time, could 

benefit from the most fundamental principles of psychology and Islamic ethical 

codes rooted in the divine religion, and by the means of them could picture the 
correct way of coexistence and communication with each other when facing other 

school of thought or religions. Imam as an executive expert in religious affair has 

stated the best method of co existence.  

Key words: Imam Reza, ethics of discussion, speaking morals, ethical code of 

confrontation, debates  

1. Introduction  

Communication and relationship with 

others have been one of the basic needs 

of human being since Prophet Adam and 

will remain vital until the Resurrection 

day. The Almighty God has created 

human being as a social creature; 

therefore, human being, due to his 

Fitrah, is trying to find a way to 

communicate and talk to others. For this 

reason, to have a healthy and stable 

relationship which should be the base of 

each and every relationship, it is 

essential to observe some principles. 

These principles must be determined by 

whom that knows human being’s Fitrah 

very well and has comprehensive 

knowledge on human beings and his 

needs.  

Among all creatures of the universe, 

humans, only infallible imams are 

determined to be the storage of Divine 

Knowledge and they are the most 

informed people concerning human 

needs; they are given the ability by God 

to meet these needs and human beings 

could achieve the best and the most 

comprehensive method of 

communicating with others if they refer 

to and put in practice what infallible 

imams outlined for us.  

Imam Riza is the eighth illuminated star 

of the sky of Imamate and leadership 

whose deep understanding and insight 

concerning human being – similar to his 

honorable father and grandfathers – 

turned him into the greatest psychologist 

of his time. Imam Reza is the symbol of 

God’s science and a professional expert 

in knowing human beings. By studying 

imam’s statements, behavior and 

character in discussions and debates, we 

are able to find the best principles and 

correct methods to interact with others. 

We have chosen one aspect of aspects of 

Imamate and named it “Ethical code of 

Imam Riza in debates” and gathered 

some examples of Imam Reza’s 

behavior in the following.  

2. Knowing concept (semantics) 
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Morality: morality is plural form of 

“KHOLOGH” or “KHOLGH” which 

means hidden and not-seen face of 

human being which is also named as 

ϥІϽЂ and ϤϽуЂ ; as ХЯ϶ can influence 

our face. (ZOBEDY, g13, s124, 

RAGHEBE ESFAHANY, s297)  

The word Фы϶Ϝ as an expression means a 

collection of psychological and soul-

based traits and also those behaviors that 

are rooted in human’s hidden tendencies 

which are named as Фы϶Ϝ “ethics”. 

Ethics also can be realized by its 

impacts, for example, when an action is 

done by a person, but it is not 

continuous and it will not be repeated; 

but when a person does something 

repeatedly and with ease (such as 

donation and helping others frequently), 

it is a reason that on these actions are 

rooted in his soul and sprit; this root is 

named “KHOLGH” and the collection 

of these “KHOLOGHS” is called Фы϶Ϝ. 

Therefore, many Islamic scholars have 

said about the expressional meaning of 

“Фы϶Ϝ”: ethics is a queen for (soul) ЁУж 

that if one enjoys it, his actions will be 

issued from him without simultaneously 

and easily. (NAK: EBNE MOSKOYEH, 

s21, MAJLESY, g88,s373)  

Speaking morals: it means those 

moralities that are learnt from Imam 

Riza’s interactions with others. And we 

understand the truth of something from 

the way of his speaking.  

Ethical code of confrontation: which 

means those ethical codes which are 

learnt from Imam’s interactions; in fact, 

Imam’s act and action and his correct 

behavior are our guide to towards 

reality.  

3. Speaking morals in discussion  

3.1. Rationalism and engaging 
audiences in discussions 

The element of “thinking” is of the 

elements that is situated on the pick of 

Islam’s teaching and Quran as the 

constitutional law of this religion, is full 

of verses that not only are invited 

Moslems but also all humans to “think” 

and “logic”. And Islamic narrations and 

traditions, as one of the fourth resources 

of Islamic jurisprudence, and precious 

remnants of Imams, has emphasized 

mostly on the subject of “thinking”. and 

this subject is extensively welcomed by 

our scholars that it is recognized as the 

“greatest worship”; Ali said in his 

statement in this regard: “the greatest 

worship is to activate the thinking and 

logic”. (MOMENY, s1) 

Imam Reza’s way was in this way in his 

arguments, especially in many of his 

arguments. By awakening the logic 

power of the other side of argument, it is 
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possible to guide his mind towards 

realty and truth of a subject; in fact, this 

method is the simplest method to get the 

opposite side to accept reality of a 

subject. When a person uses his intellect 

and logic, he can recognize truth better 

and understand subjects more. The best 

example in this regard is Imam Reza’s 

debate with Imran Sabi and Yazid Ebne 

Moaviyeh Shamy. Imam in his 

discussion with Imran Sabi invited him 

to think deeply and asked him to use his 

mind; Imam Reza said, “Oh Imran! I 

aware you of what you asked, but think 

logically in what I say to you, and in 

what you ask, refer to your 

understanding; as this subject is of the 

most complicated and hardest problems 

and subjects that people found and those 

who do not have stable logic and 

comprehension and are wandering in the 

realm of stupidity and ignorance are not 

able to understand it and those who 

possess intellect, justice and are justice-

seekers and justice-respecter, are able to 

understand that. (SADOGH, 1378gh, 

g1, s176, SADOGH, 1398gh, s439, 

TABARASY, s170, ATARODY, g2, 

s91). 

 Imam, in this debate, clarifies the role 

of reason and logic and the 

characteristics of wise people and said 

that anyone who possess logic and 

intellect and can think properly is a fair 

and just person who has good 

understanding will not be puzzled or 

doubtful.   

Other example is Imam’s answer to the 

questions of Yazid Ebne Moaviyeh 

asking about “NO JABR, NO TAFVIZ”. 

Yazid Ebne Omayre Ebne Moaviyeh 

says: I visited Imam Reza in Marve and 

I asked about the tradition reached us 

from Imam Sadegh which is: “ Neither 

JABR, Nor TAFVIZ, but something in 

between”. What does this tradition 

mean? Imam said: a person who thinks 

God prepares the way for us to do what 

we do and then He punishes us for the 

actions, believes in JABR and the one 

who believes God is given the decisions 

about our daily life is the believer of 

Tafviz; the believer in JABR is KAFIR 

and believer in TAFVIS is pagan. The 

narrator said: I asked so what does 

“AMRAIN between Amr” mean? He 

said: that means the way is open to do 

what God has ordered, and to give up 

what He has prohibited.  

3.2. Building  debates on the 
knowledge  of the opposite side  

One of the most basic and useful 

methods of Imam Reza, specifically in 

his debates, was embarking debates on 

the knowledge the debater; this method 

has great impact on guiding people. 

When you refer to knowledge of the 

opposite side to persuade him, in fact, 

you could guide his to realize what he 
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has thought to be correct is incorrect, 

specially it works for those intelligent 

people who are bias about their 

knowledge. Imam in his debate with 

scholars and religious leaders of other 

religions like: Ross Aljalvt,  Jasligh, 

Herbez Akbar, or individuals like 

SOLAIMAN MARVZY used this 

method.  

Imam Reza in his debate with Ross 

ALJALVT, Jewish scholar, to prove 

Prophethood of Muhammad (p. b. u. h. 

), pointed out to the previous holy books 

and reminded this doubtless and 

unchangeable sunnah of God that of the 

signs of his Prophethood is his miracle 

which is giving reason and took an 

action which others are unable to do it, 

then he asked ROSS ALJALVT : why 

don’t they certify miracles of other 

prophets except Moses? ROSS 

ALJALVT answered, It is not obligatory 

for us to accept anyone who claims 

prophethood unless he has one of the 

signs that Moses had to prove his 

messenger ship. Imam Reza said: so 

how come you have confessed to the 

messengership of those prophets who 

came before Moses, but they didn’t split 

sea, didn’t open twelve springs out of 

rock, didn’t have white hand ϝЏуϠ Ϲт and 

didn’t convert a stick to a dragon? At 

this moment ROSS ALJALVT hesitated 

and confessed that miracle is any action 

that ordinary people are unable to do it. 

(Same, s167, TABARASY, s166-168, 

ATARODY, g2, s83-84).  

Another example in this regard is the 

debate of imam with Jathligh. When he 

asked them about apostles and their 

Tosigh ХуϪнϦ and about Jesus being a 

human being. (TABARASY, s165, 

SADOGH, 1398gh, s426) 

Another example is his debate with 

Zoroastrian. Herbez Akbar, the great 

scholar of them, like Ra’sul-jaloot and 

Jathligh, had accepted the miracles of 

their own Prophets and denied other 

prophets. Imam, giving the previously 

mentioned reason, said, “Why didn’t 

you accept other prophets and only 

emphasized on Zoroaster? The leader of 

them kept silence and gave no answer. 

Here, imam continued if the reason for 

accepting Zoroaster as a Prophet is his 

miracles, so this reason can be extended 

to the other prophets, especially Prophet 

of Islam, whose miracles are even 

greater. In addition, the miracle of 

Prophet Muhammad which is Quran is 

tangible and an object and one does not 

need to rely on what he reads in history. 

Quran is present and its miracles are 

apparent.  

The third example is when Imam was 

reasoning for Solayman Marvazi. 

Solayman was explaining his opinion 

about free will. He said His (God) free 

will for something is similar to His 

hearing of, seeing and knowledge about 
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it. ( бЯК м ϽЋϠ м ЙгЂ). Imam stated, “So 

His Free Will is He, Himself?” 

Solayman said, “No”. Imam said, “so 

ϹтϽв is not similar to ЙугЂ ϽуЋϠ м .” 

Solayman said, “it is not like this that 

whatever we hear and is heard by us is 

what God has willed and ЀϹЧϦ is the 

identity of the knowledge of God who is 

ЀϹЧв (i.e.holy).  Imam said, “Oh 

Solayman! What is the meaning of 

willing by Him? Do you think the Will 

of Him equals being ЙугЂ ̪ͼϲ and   ϽуЋϠ  

(i.e. insightful, hearer, alive)? Solayman 

answered, “Yes.” Imam answered, “So 

He wills to be hearing and insightful?” 

Solayman said, “No.” Imam answered, 

“oh Solayman! Therefore being hearing 

or insightful are not equal with His Free. 

Because to be hearing or insightful are 

not by means of His free will, right? 

Solayman said, “no. they are by means 

of will of Him.” At that moment, the 

people present there, including 

Ma’moon and others laughed and imam 

smiled. Tabarasy,s144, SADOGH, 

1398gh, s445, SADOGH, 1378gh, g1, 

s183, ATARODY, g2, s107-108) 

The method of debating applied by 

imam to debate Solayman Marvazi was 

doubtlessly one of the most interesting 

methods of debating. His method was 

after answering the opponents, he did 

not block the way or scare the other side 

of debate not to continue, but he let him 

feel free to continue to get to a point 

where he, the other debater found it is 

impossible to move forward; at this 

moment, eventually, he had to return to 

the route Imam wanted to drive him in. 

after this he is ready to accept the given 

reasons. (FAZL O ALLAH, s214015) 

3-3 logical order in speech  

Imam Riza, in all of his discussions and 

debates, by relying on this principle of 

being coherent and by paying attention 

to the psychological rules, could absorb 

his addresses; for example, when Omran 

Sabi asked imam about the First Being 

and His creatures, imam prefaced his 

answer like this, “ and about God, the 

Only God, He was Unique since the first 

Day (Azal). That Being is the One with 

whom nothing else was; impossible to 

be measured or limited, now is how He 

will be in future. He has created 

creatures innovatively, in different 

shapes and sizes, … . This innovative 

creation was … not limited in anything, 

nor copied anything, nor made it similar 

to anything…” in continuation, by 

analyzing related topics besides 

clarifying the place of God and His 

creatures, he concluded “God, 

Almighty, did not create creatures out of 

His need; need is what which He put in 

His creatures; … He did not need 

anything high and has no hostility with 

what is low and in this way, He has 

created creatures.” (SADOGH, 1378GH, 

G1, S168-169, TABARASY, S169-170, 
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SADOGH, 1398GH, S431, ATARODY, 

G2, S88-89 ) 

3.4. Giving examples to clarify what 

he meant 

God, in different verses of Quran, to 

make His words more understandable, 

mentioned examples and stories of the 

past nations. Likewise, Prophet and 

infallible imams used different examples 

to clarify what they mean. This 

approach can be taken in various 

communities and with different people, 

because examples are understandable for 

public and for scholars. As imam’s goal 

was to guide people and to revive 

religion of Islam and as most of his 

addresses were public and ordinary 

people, at the beginning of some 

discussions which needed deep 

understanding like issues related to 

Tuhid, he, by using simple and tangible 

examples, clarified meanings for 

audiences and then by using logical 

reasoning explained that issue 

extensively, because most of people did 

not have access to academic situations to 

be learned academic debates and it  was 

difficult for them to understand logical 

or philosophical explanations; imam, 

though, was the source of science and 

information, but like prophets, he 

explained issues suitable to the 

understanding of people; therefore, he 

used similes and examples to make his 

words understand. In this way, all 

audiences can understand the meaning 

of his words.  

Discussions of Omran Sabi with imam 

is an example of this claim. Omran Sabi 

asked imam, “oh my master! Was God 

silent before creation of creatures and 

did not speak and then He started 

speaking?” Imam Riza said, “Silence is 

meaningless unless before that we had 

speech. For example, it cannot be said 

light is silent and does not speak.” 

Likewise it is not said, “Lamp gives us 

light willingly.” Because light is not an 

action done willingly and lamp has no 

identity except giving light. When it is 

on, we say, “it is on we enjoy its light. 

By this example, you can understand the 

answer of your question better.” Then 

Omran asked, “oh my master! Inform 

me does God exist inside creatures or 

are creatures inside Him?” Imam said, 

“oh Omran! God is Superior than what 

you say. Neither is he inside of His 

creatures nor are his creatures inside 

Him; God is Superior than this. Now I 

teach you the relationship between God 

and His creatures, …. Oh Omran! Now 

tell me, when your picture is reflected in 

a mirror are you in the mirror or the 

mirror is in you? If it is neither of them, 

how do you explain this reflection in the 

mirror? Omran answered, “By the lights 

which fills between me and the mirror. 

Imam Riza said, “Is the light in the 

mirror more than the light you have in 

your eyes?” Omran said, “Yes.” Imam 
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answered, “Show it to me. Omran could 

not answer any more. Imam said, “The 

result is the light which is not in the 

mirror not in your eyes, but it is 

something separated which connects you 

two to each other. (And show you and 

mirror both.) (SADOGH, 1378GH, G1, 

S168-172 SADOGH, 1398GH, S434, 

ATARODY, G2, S87) 

Another example for this method of him 

is his father’s funeral ceremony, imam 

Mosa ibn Jafar. Some believed that 

imam Riza himself was not present at 

the time of his father’s funeral, because 

at that time, imam Riza was in Medina 

while imam Mosa ibn Jafar was 

martyred in Baqdad. The narrator said 

that Ali ibn Abi Hamzeh addressed 

imam and said, “I’ve heard it was 

narrated from my father and it is reached 

us that burying one imam is 

responsibility of the next imam and 

because you were absent while your 

father passed away, so you can not be an 

imam. Imam answered, “was Husayn 

ibn Ali imam or not?” Ali ibn Hamzeh 

said, “Yes, he was Imam.” Imam said, 

“Who buried him?” he answered, “his 

son, Ali ibn al-Husayn.” Imam said, “At 

that time, where was Ali ibn al-

Husayn?” Ali ibn Hamzeh said, “In 

Kufa in jail of Obaydullah ibn Ziyad.” 

Imam Riza said, “ so while he was in 

jail, how could he take part in his 

father’s funeral?” he said, “it is narrated 

that he went out of prison and went to 

Karbala and took part in his funeral and 

after it, came back to the prison; no 

agent was informed of this absence.” 

Imam said, “if Ali ibn Al-Husayn could 

go from Kufa to Karbala while he was in 

jail, while no one was informed, so I, 

who was not in jail, could go easier than 

him to Baqdad and then came back 

while no one was informed. (DAVID 

EBNE SOLOMON, S91) 

This is the best use of making examples 

in debates. He could give the best 

answer to Ali ibn Abi Hamze and others 

like him who doubted in his imamat; 

and they were satisfied.  

Another example is his reasoning and 

debate with a group of Sufis. A group of 

Sufis in Khorasan came to imam Riza 

and complained that imamate and 

leadership is for the one who eats very 

simple and a little food, wears rough 

clothes, rides donkeys, visits sick people 

and takes part in funeral services. Imam 

answered, “Josef, the son of Jacob, was 

of prophets while he wore nice clothes, 

ornamented by gold and also wore 

golden-woven clothes. He sat on the seat 

of Ale Pharaoh, he ruled and ordered; 

what is expected from imam is to be 

JUST and spread justice; his speech 

should be honest, his rulership justice-

oriented, in promise loyal and practical.”  

God does not forbid any clothes or food, 

then he recited the verse 32, Surah 
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Araaf. (MAJLESY, G10, S351, 

BAHRANY, G2, S359) 

3.5. Considering the understanding 

level of addresses 

God from the first, from the descent of 

Adam till the time of prophet 

Muhammad and also after him, had 

ordered all prophets and infallibles that 

they should talk with people of their 

time based on understanding-level of the 

people. This method is the best and the 

most effective way to communicate with 

people of all societies, because talking 

or reasoning above people’s level of 

understanding is meaningless; because 

they would not understand. The holy 

Prophet said in this regard, “We, the 

prophets are given this mission to talk to 

people based on the level of their 

understanding and intellect.” (KOLYNI, 

1426GH, S46) 

Imam Riza considered this principle in 

all of his debates and discussions with 

people of different walks of life. When 

leader of a school of thought came to 

discuss, imam debated as a professional 

and knowledgeable debater, he used 

various reasoning to make him confess 

the rightness of imam’s reasoning. But 

when an ordinary person came, imam 

clarified truth to him by simple 

sentences and examples, or when 

imam’s special companions were his 

addresses and had capacity to absorb 

high-level teachings, he answered 

suitably to their level of understanding.  

Imam’s debate with Omran Sabi is so 

complicated that understanding the 

depth of this debate without looking at it 

skillfully is impossible; for this reason, 

scholars have written extensive 

explanations. In this debate, imam Riza 

has discussed philosophically. And to 

prove his claim, he has given strong 

reasoning that usual people could not 

comprehend it, and to understand it, a 

clever and knowledgeable person like 

Omran Sabi should be present to get the 

truth behind it. In fact, all discussions of 

Imam with people of different levels all 

were balanced with the level of 

understanding of addresses.  

3.6. Referring to acceptable sources 

by the other side of the argument 

Imam Riza in his debates with leaders of 

religions and schools of thought 

explained his answers based on the 

belief of his addresses. It was another 

example of Imam’s ability in debating. 

In debating, what is important is 

authenticity of claims and avoiding lies 

or baseless claims.  

In fact, reasoning can be authentic when 

it is based on logic. Authentic sources, 

compatible with sound mind; stating lies 

or baseless reasons can only undermine 

the personality of talker. Imam was very 

careful about this and in various 
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examples, he used verses of Quran or 

source books of the addresses to explain 

his opinions and teachings. As he, 

himself, said in this regard, “isn’t the 

most fair-minded person the one who 

debates his opponent based on his 

opponent’s Book, Prophet and Sharia?” 

Sometimes imam while discussing 

referred to the source book of other 

religions; for example, in his debate 

with Ra’sul-jalot, imam asked him, “Did 

he see the part about Ezekiel, the 

prophet, in Torah … who gave life back 

to 5000 people after they were dead for 

60 years?” And in this debate, to prove 

prophethood of Muhammad, imam 

referred once to Isaiah’s book and once 

to psalms of Davood; In all these three 

cases, Ra’sul-jalot confirmed imam 

being correct. 

 Or when Ma’moon turned his face to 

Jathligh and said, oh Jathligh! This son 

of my uncle is Ali ibn Mosa ibn Jafar 

and he is offspring of Fatemeh, daughter 

of our prophet, Muhammad, and son of 

Ali ibn Ali Talib; I am really interested 

that you debate with him justly. Jathligh 

said, “oh! The leader of faithfuls! How 

can I debate someone who debates me 

with a book that I deny or gives remarks 

of a prophet whom I do not accept. 

Imam when heard this from that 

Jathligh, said, “oh, Christian man!  If I 

give you reasons from Gospel, will you 

accept? And will you confess to its 

being true?” Jathligh said, “How can I 

reject what Gospel has said.” Imam said, 

“ask me whatever you want and hear the 

answer…”  

These debates show the broad 

academic and scientific knowledge of 

imam; in fact, imam, by using what was 

accepted by the other side of the 

argument, defeated them.  

There are numerous examples about his 

knowledge and his information 

regarding the events of past. For 

example, imam Reza told that “oh! 

Jathligh! When did you lose Gospel and 

with whom you find it and who revived 

this Gospel for you?   Jathligh said, “we 

have never lost Gospel except one day, 

for a whole day it was not with us; but 

the next day, we found it. Matthew and 

John compiled it and brought it for us.” 

Imam Riza said, “oh, Jathligh! Truly, 

your knowledge about Gospel and its 

scholars are a little. If your words are 

correct, so why do you have all these 

disagreement among you? Your 

disagreement on this book is a lot and 

the reason for these disagreement is 

what you have added to it. Therefore, if 

Gospel is that Gospel sent by God to 

Jesus, you would not have had any 

disagreement. I am telling you the truth 

and informing you of the reality. Oh! 

Jathligh! Be aware that due to 

determination of God, Gospel got lost, 

people came to their scholars and said, 

“Jesus was killed and Gospel got lost, 



Ethics of Discussion from the Perspective of Imam Reza 

 

39 

 

you! Scholars and knowledgeable 

people! Tell us whatever you have  

remembered from Gospel…” 

Another example is the 

narration of Abu Yaghub Baqdadi who 

said, “ibn Al-Sakkit told imam Riza, 

“oh, the son of Prophet of God! Why 

Moses had was given Yad-Beiza (light-

hand) and magic when he was appointed 

as a prophet and Jesus knew medicine 

and prophet had given words and 

speech? Imam Riza said, “When God 

chose Moses as His prophet, magic was 

spread among people, so Moses came 

among people by a miracle of that kind. 

By that, he could beat magic of all 

magician and through this could have 

proved his rightness to them. For Jesus, 

in his time, diseases were abundant and 

people needed doctors desperately; he 

went to them by miracles of this kind, 

revitalizing dead ones, healing blind, 

curing leprosy, so he could prove his 

prophethood; but prophet Muhammad 

was appointed as a prophet when most 

of people of his time were interested in 

poetries, so prophet came to them with a 

miracle of that kind, and proved his 

prophethood by his holy words. (the 

meaning of imam Riza’s words is 

miracles were compatible with the need 

of people of each time.) (SADOGH, 

1378GH, G1, S79-80, TABARASY, 

S169-177-178, KOLYNY, 1407GH, G1, 

S24, MAJLESY, G17, S210, 

BAHRENY, G2, S379) 

3-7 Emphasis on common points  

What can cause a debate be useful is 

paying attention to the common 

principles among religions. If we look 

for discordance while debating, and 

anyone tries to prove his claim, this 

debate will not lead to any result; for 

this reason, even the prophet behaved 

based on the verse 64 of Surah Ale-

Imran which emphasizes on finding 

commonalities. He also regard this point 

in his correspondence and said in this 

way we can get closer to others.  

Imam Riza, also, put great emphasize on 

this; He highlighted the issue of Tuhid, 

prophets, Books as common aspects 

among all religions, and then by 

referring to those books and prophets 

tried to prove truthfulness of Islam. 

Nowadays, this issue is of essentialities 

of discussions among religions and the 

best way to introduce Islam in the world 

(where it regards Islam as a religion of 

cruelty and terrorism), is highlighting 

commonalities.  

 3.8. be succinct and to the point 

Be succinct and to the point is what we 

need for all our communication. It is 

sign of our knowledge if we can transfer 

our ideas in short form and succinct 

way; when it is feasible to transfer ideas 

in brief it is redundant to explain more. 

And also at the time of answering or 

asking questions, it is essential to be 
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succinct. Imam Riza had been always 

observing this rule which was a sign of 

his deep understanding and knowledge. 

For example, imam Riza answered 

Omran Sabi who asked who God is? 

Like this, “God is light; which means 

He leads His creatures, sky dwellers and 

Earth dwellers.”  

Another example is when a person came 

to him and asked, “ oh! The son of 

Prophet of God!) what is the reason of 

the world “being created” бЮϝК ϨмϹϲ?” 

Imam answered, “This fact that you did 

not exist but then came to existence, and 

you know that you didn’t create yourself 

and also no one like you can create you, 

is the reason of the world being 

created.”   

Imam in this reply tried to be succinct 

but reasonable though the question was 

about a very important topic. Imam 

answered him briefly and his addresses 

were satisfied and persuaded. But in 

front of some others like Solayman 

Marvazi, he answered more extensively, 

for example when he asked about free 

will. (SADOGH, 1378GH, G1, S180-

190, TABARASY, S144-146, 

SADOGH, 1398GH, S449, ATARODY, 

G2, S106-108) 

4. The method of confrontation in 

debates 

4.1. Respect and moderation  

Respect was the very principle prophets 

and infallibles highly paid attention to. 

These holy men of God, during their life 

time, were always respectful and treated 

others respectfully, never insulted or 

humiliated anyone. They always wanted 

to spread this respect among people. 

Imam Riza, similar to his father, never 

insulted anyone who was weak 

academic-wise; imam respected him. 

The reason of his debates was to lead 

people, so he never expressed his 

happiness after beating his rival and in 

order to make his rival not to feel 

humiliated, he changed the topic or gave 

up discussing. In all of his debates he 

won and in all of these debates he 

respected the other side. Therefore, there 

are a lot of examples about this, like 

what happened in case of Jathlagh. 

When Imam beat him, he turned his face 

to Ra’sul-jalot and said, “Oh! you the 

Jewish man! Come here to talk about the 

10 verses which were sent to Moses.” 

(SADUQ, 1378GH, G1, S164, 

TABARSI, S163-164, SADUQ, 

1398GH, S427, ATARODI, G2, S78) 

 4.2. Liberty  in questioning and 

discussing 

Being curious and being logical have 

strong relationship with each other. 

What we can see in the life style of 

imam Riza is to let others ask questions 

whenever they come up with a problem. 

This is while Ahle- Hadith regarded this 
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as an innovation in Islam and they 

considered being silent as an obligatory 

practice. Shabli Noman wrote: when 

people asked Mohadeesan (tradition 

narrators), “when God is not an object, 

how could it be possible for Him to 

lodge on Arsh?” They answered, “The 

process is unknown and asking 

questions about it is heresy.” But holy 

Imams not only encouraged people to 

ask questions but also showed them how 

to ask questions correctly. (SADUQ, 

1378GH, G1, S240) 

The first obvious level in the debating 

process by imam Riza was his invitation 

of others to debate. In fact, inviting 

others to debate is the starting point of 

academic discussions. Imam Riza had 

been starting his debates like this, “if 

there is anyone among you who wants to 

ask a question, don’t feel embarrassed 

and ask frankly.” (SAME, S168, 

MAJLESI, G49, S310) This behavior 

caused the other side of discussion start 

asking with no fear. For example, in the 

debate of imam Riza with Omran Sabi 

“imam Riza addressed the audience and 

said, “oh the tribe! If there is any one 

among you who is against Islam and 

wants to ask questions, ask calmly.” 

Omran  Sabi said, “oh! The wise man of 

people! If you didn’t invite and ask us to 

raise questions, I would never ask 

you…”  

3-4 carful listen and avoiding 

prejudices  

What matters most in our relationship, 

more than providing an answer to 

questions of the questioner is to be able 

to understand questions first. It means 

instead of trying to prepare answer, it 

should be tried to get the questions first. 

Imam Riza paid special attention to this 

principle in all of his discussions and 

reminded this to the other sides of 

discussion. For example, he told, 

“Omran Sabi! I will inform you of what 

you asked, but think logically on what I 

say because this topic is of the most 

complicated and difficult issues which 

people may come up with and those who 

lack logical thinking or are ignorant are 

weak in its understanding; but those 

who are logical, fair and truth seeker are 

not unable to grasp it.” (SAME, S176-

177, TABARSI, S170, ATARODI, G2, 

S91) 

One of the other principles of each 

debate is avoidance of prejudice. If 

human being is looking for the truth of a 

subject and wishes to be learned about 

the essence of it, first  he should put all 

prejudices away; because prejudice 

prohibits people of accepting ideas of 

the opposite side while  this idea might 

be truth. Imam Riza emphasized on this 

principle and he himself followed it in 

all his debates. He supported this 
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principle to the extent that he debated 

people from other religions by making 

examples and giving reasons from their 

own holy books; he never face them 

prejudicially. This caused the other side 

of discussion unable to deny. Of course 

this also shows his special broad 

knowledge of other religions and books. 

In his debate with Jathligh , when 

Jathligh told Mamoon; “oh Amirul 

Momenin! How can I debate with 

someone who makes examples from a 

book which I don’t accept and talks 

about a prophet that I don’t believe?” 

Imam replied, “if I make examples and 

give reasons from Gospel, will you 

accept?” He answered, “Can I reject 

what Gospel has said? I will accept.” 

(SAME, S156, SAME, S160, SAME, 

S76) 

4.4. Being just 

Imam’s emphasis, in all of his debates, 

was on this important principle. Imam, 

when it was supposed to have a debate 

with someone, asked the other side of 

debate to be just and fair in his debate.  

For example, imam replying Omran 

Sabi said, “Ask me! But do not 

disregard justice in discussion and do 

not use unsuitable words and do not 

leave the principles of being just.” 

(SADUQ, 1378GH, G1, S168, 

TABARSI, S169, SADUQ, 1398GH, 

S430, ATARODI, G2, S85) Or in 

another debate with Solayman Marvazi, 

Mamoon confessed, “oh Solayman! Ask 

whatever you want from Abul Hasan; 

but listen carefully and be just in your 

debates.” (SADUQ, 1378GH, G1, S183, 

TABARSI, S143)  Another example is 

when once imam was talking about 

God’s attributes. An atheist came to 

imam Riza. A lot of people were at the 

presence of imam Riza. Imam looked at 

him and said, “if your words are true 

about God and Hereafter, you and we 

are equal while prayers and fasting do 

not harm anyone of us; likewise, 

believing in the unity of God and 

confession to the Prophethood of the 

holy Prophet do not get us into trouble. 

But if what we claim come true and 

there exists a God and Hereafter, then 

you’ll be misfortune, and we will be 

saved.” Imam upon facing a person who 

did not believe in any religion told, “Our 

belief would not harm us but if what we 

claim proves to be real, you will be 

devastated.” (SAME, 1378GH, G1, 

S137, ATARODI, G2, S72) 

 4.5. Avoiding judgment about 

peopleôs personality 

Imam Riza told, “Ask questions to know 

not to beat others.”  

The revolution and changes happen in 

Islamic society due to translation 

movement get some leaders who 

thought questioning would have paved 
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the way to doubts and irreligion, imam 

Riza welcomed listening the opposite 

ideas and explained new issues. He 

never accused the other side of telling 

lies. He only pointed to the mistakes and 

misunderstanding. In fact, imam avoided 

criticizing people’s personality and only 

reviewed their ideas. In the opposite, we 

could see Jathligh who took advantages 

of the only opportunity he could find to 

criticize imam and to accuse him of 

being ignorant.  

4.6. Give chance to opposite side  

In an important meeting which all 

religion leaders were present, one of the 

issues that imam Riza followed was 

giving time to the other side to talk and 

explain his attitude. In debating, imam 

never behaved aggressively, but 

patiently he gave time and opportunity 

to the opponents to talk and ask 

questions. For this reason, imam told 

Ra’sul-jalot, the great leader of Jews, “ 

you ask me or I ask you?” He replied, “ 

I ask you; but I do not accept any 

reasons of you unless your reasons are 

taken from Torah, Gospel, psalms or 

Sohof of Ibrahim and Moses.” Imam 

again welcomed his opinion and said, 

“do not accept any of my reasons unless 

they are from the books you said.” 

(SADUQ, 1378GH, G1, S164, 

MAJLESI, G49, S307, SADUQ, 

1398GH, S427) 

4.7. Tolerance towards opposite 

ideas 

As Islam and infallibles have capacity 

and talent to take divine knowledge, and 

can answer questions and doubts of 

human being, therefore, they are not 

worried to face enemies or the opinions 

of them and also never oblige any one to 

follow a specific idea.  

Imam Riza similar to his father and 

grandfathers paid special attention to 

this and observed it in all situations.  

Imam in all of his reasoning and 

debates, no matter with opponents, 

ordinary people or experts, followed this 

principle. For example, his debate with 

Jathligh, Christian scholars. When imam 

wanted to prove Isa is a human being 

like other Prophets and is not a god, 

pointed to the weaknesses of him while 

worshipping, at this moment, Jathligh 

yelled at him and said, you definitely 

lose your knowledge,.. But imam faced 

him calmly and patiently to 

communicate his own ideas. (SAME, 

1378GH, G1, S158-159, TABARSI, 

S162, ATARODI, G2, S77-78) 

Conclusion 

According to the remarks of imam Riza, 

in his interactions and debates with 

others, we realize we should observe 

two points:  
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1. The verbal aspect. 2. The manner. 

Both are essential for a useful 

discussion.  

2. In the life style of imam, we can see 

his manner and morality had been 

derived from Quran and sirah of 

Prophets and infallibles and is the best 

way towards top of morality and also the 

safest way in debating.  
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Abstract: Hadith Manzelat is of the frequently narrated hadith which has been 

included in authentic books of Shia and Amme. The author of this article, first 

mentioned some shia hadith about the high position of imam Ali in the eyes of holy 

Prophet and in the following studied its relationship with the position of being 

ñFaraza Taôaôò  ( i. e. obeying him is obligatory. ) 

The author counted caliphate as one of the features of being superior and studied the 

meaning of caliphate literally and according to traditions of Ahl Bayt. He explained 

the position of caliphatullah and knew Prophet as Mola, due to his position in 

molaviyat, and as having right to order as a caliph of God.  
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1.Written documents about Hadith 

Manzilat 

Numerous discussions have been made 

concerning Hadith Manzilat in terms of 

its documents, its exact wording and its 

true example. This Hadith had been 

narrated from the holy Prophet in 

various occasions and has been 

mentioned in authentic narration book of 

Shia and famous books of Amme in 

different wording.  

1-1. The theme of some Shia 

traditions 

1-1.1 In the process of nominating 

imam Hasan, Gabriel brought God’s 

greetings to the holy Prophet. He then 

pointed out to the high position of Ali in 

front of God and said God ordered to 

name the new born baby like the name 

of the son of Aaron.  

Due to this the second imam is named 

Hasan which is the Arabic equivalent of 

“Shabbar” who was the son of Aaron. 1   

1-1.2. The holy Prophet after conquering 

Kheibar, worried of some exaggerators 

to talk by exaggeration about Ali and 

believed in his divinity, avoid 

mentioning Ali’s virtues and sufficed to 

state that Ali’s position to him is like the 

position of Aaron to Moses. 2  

1-1.3 In that event of brotherhood 

promise (Ϥϝ϶Ϝнв) among Muslims, the 

holy Prophet chose Ali as his brother 

and told him: your relation to me is 

similar to the relation of Aaron to 

Moses. 3 

1-1.4 Ali in a sermon in Seffin battle, 

referred to his position to the Prophet to 

be like the position of Aaron to Moses.4  

1-2. Hadith Manzilat in the famous 

books of Sunitte 

1-2.1 The holy Prophet told Ali:  

Aren’t you satisfied that your position to 

me is like the position of Aaron to 

Moses? 5 

1-2.2. In Sahih by Moslim, the tradition 

is like this:  

Your position to me is like the position 

of Aaron to Moses; except the point that 

there is no Prophet after me. 6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 1-2.3. According to Siyuti, Umar while 

was relating the tradition of Manzilat 

wished to have had this virtue for 

himself and knew it better that whatever 

sun has been thrown light on. 7   

According to the research of Ayatullah 

Sayyid Ali Husaini Milani, this tradition 

has been narrated by forty Sahabe and 

more than fifty individuals of famous 

Sunnite scholars in various centuries. 

And also ibn Abdul Bir mentioned this 

tradition as the strongest and the most 

authentic news. 8  
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As the goal of this article is to assert 

according to this tradition Ali’s 

following is obligatory, we only suffice 

to the mentioned documentation. First 

we are dealing with the virtues and 

position of Aaron to Moses and then the 

relationship of this virtue to being  ЌϽЦ

йКϝГЮϜ.   

2. The position of Aaron to Moses  

According to the в ϥжϜзϣЮϿзгϠ ͼ  ев дмϼϝк

ͼЂнв (i.e. the position of you to me is 

the position of Aaron to Moses) all 

duties, privileges and features which 

Aaron had to Moses are proved for Ali 

to prophet except prophethood which is 

excluded by the expression    ъ йжϜ ъϜͼϡж 

иϹЛϠ  (i.e. there is no prophet after me).   

The attributes of this relationship of 

Aaron to Moses are outlined here 

according to the verses of Qurān and 

traditions from Ahl Bayt.  

2-1. caliphate (successorship) 

God, the Almighty, mentioned one of 

the attributes of this position “his 

caliphate and his successorship in his 

tribe.”9  

In some traditions the same issue has 

been included. For example, imam Baqir 

said when Moses left his tribe to pray 

God, Aaron filled his position.10 

The holy Prophet according to some 

versions of hadith Manzelat, asserted 

and emphasized on caliphate of Ali.   

Ibn Abbas said, “holy Prophet by 

reminding Ali's greatness said              

еϠ ͼЯК Ϝϻк ͼϧвϜ ев ϝуϳЮϜ ͼЯКϣУуЯϷЮϜ м ϟЮϝА ͼϠϜ . 

This is Ali ibn Abitalib who is the 

caliphs of the alive ones of my nation.11 

The holy prophet told hazrat Zahra,  

“Oh Fatemeh! God Almighty took a 

look (out of His mercy) at the earth and 

chose me and appointed me as a 

messenger and then He took another 

look (out of his mercy) at the world and 

chose your husband and sent a 

revelation to me that I gave you to him 

in marriage, chose him as governor of 

my nation and chose him as my 

successor among my nation.12  

In another tradition, after counting some 

virtues of Ali, Hassan, Husayn, Hamzeh 

and Jafar, the holy Prophet addressed 

Ali and said,  

“My brother! You will outlive me, 

you’ll be bothered from unity of Quraish 

against you and they oppressed you. If 

you could find any allies against them, 

fight with them, and by the help of your 

friends go to war with them. But if you 

could not find any allies, be patient and 

do not destroy yourself by your hand, 

because the position of you to me is like 

Aaron’s to Moses.13  

Bani Israel in the absence of Moses 

disregarded caliphate of Aaron and 
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eventually turned into worshipping calf. 

Muslims also did not accept caliphate of 

Ali after the demise of the holy Prophet 

and did not follow what Prophet had 

advised them.  

The holy Prophet symbolized foes to 

Sameri and the calf and advised Ali be 

patient if he could not find any allies.  

This tradition asserts that Ali not only in 

the life time of holy Prophet and in his 

absence but after the demise of the holy 

prophet is his caliph. Aaron was caliph 

and success of prophet Moses in his 

nation. And all duties, privileges and 

responsibilities that Aaron had towards 

Moses and all tortures he tolerated from 

the nation of Moses, happened for Ali. 

2-1.1 the meaning of caliph   

Caliph literally means a person who 

comes after another person, sits in his 

seat and does what he did.  

Ibn Athir says caliph is the one who 

replaces someone when the first one left 

there, he sits in his seat.14  

Farahidi and ibn Manzoor also said 

caliph is the one who succeeds the 

person before him.15  

The word йУуЯ϶ (caliph) from  Р Ь ϴ has 

three main meanings: One of them is 

coming of something after something 

else, filling its place and position.16  

Johari knows anyone who has rulership 

as a caliph.17  

Therefore anyone who is given the right 

of ordering and rulership by God is 

recognized as caliphatullah (caliph 

Allah). 

2-1.2. Caliphate in the traditions of Ahl 

Bayt 

It is introduced as a holy position; 

Therefore imamate which is in fact the 

position of holy rulership which is  ЌϽТ

 йКϝГЮϜ and  йКϝГЮϜ ϞнϮмis considered as 

caliphullah. Amirul Momenin said,  

The Earth would never be empty of the 

one who is the proof of God, whether 

apparent and seen or hidden and 

insecure … and  they are caliphs of God 

on the earth and inviters to His 

religion.18  

In a tradition from imam Riza, we see 

the expression   ϣУЯ϶ and  ЬнЂϽЮϜ ϣТы϶

have been used equally19 and besides 

each other because caliphate and 

rulership of holy prophet are given by 

God; therefore caliphate of the one who 

sits in the seat of prophet after him is 

also attributed to God.  

Due to this when Mamoon told imam 

Riza, “It comes to my mind to step 

down from caliphate and accept your 

rulership over me.” Imam in his answer 

said that caliphate is a holy position and 

if caliphate is for you and God has given 
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it to you, it is not suitable to take off the 

clothes that God has covered you with 

and give it to the other one.  

If caliphate is not for you, it is not 

suitable to offer something to me which 

is not yours.20  

Therefore caliphate in traditions refers 

to Imam and the possessor of the God’s 

rulership. To clarify this discussion, it is 

needed to explain caliphatullah more.  

2-1.3 caliphatullah 

We have learned that caliph is one who 

replaced the previous one and take his 

responsibilities. To be a successor is 

meaningful when another person is 

placed in his seat for a while to take care 

of his responsibilities. This meaning is 

not applicable to God, as he is 

Omnipresent and nothing is hidden from 

Him. But according to sunnah of God, 

people cannot communicate with God 

directly and be informed of His does and 

don't. Due to this, God Almighty, out of 

His mercy and kindness has selected a 

group of people from His creations, 

appointed them as His caliphs and said 

following them is in fact following God. 

The meaning of imams being caliph is a 

confirmation of this right for them. 

Therefore the caliph is sometimes by 

ownership and something by delegation 

of some duties to a person.  

It is obvious that rulership, the right of 

ordering and managing people's affair 

allocate only to God; as he is the creator 

of all objects and in fact the creator of 

anything is the owner of it. Human 

being is also one of the creatures by 

Him. As we have seen in the words of 

holy prophet Saleh when he told his 

tribe: He created you from the earth and 

gives you life there.21 

The same meaning can be seen in the 

verses 23 and 24 surah Molk.  

Likewise when human being has a true 

recognition of God can find this better. 

One of the other significant ways of 

remembering God's creativity is when 

human being realizes his poverty and 

need and knows every one is possessed 

by God.22  

Ali told in the interpretation of              

днЛϮϜϼ йуЮϜ ϝжϜ м ύ ϝжϜ: 

By saying this we are confessing to our 

being possessed by God. 

Also he said, truly you and I are servants 

of God and possessed by Him; there is 

no other God than Him, He possesses 

something in us that we ourselves do not 

possess.23 

Ali (a.s.) in a tradition reminded us that 

human being by contemplating on his 

identity can realize his owner is God. 

Therefore there is no doubt that 

everything is made by God and is His 
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exclusive territory. Because of this the 

Prophet who is the best of creation is 

equal with a usual person in their both 

being human and there is no difference. 

In other word, no one in each level of 

perfection has no right of rulership over 

the other one and his or her real king is 

only and only God. Because rulership is 

based on ownership and the one who has 

ownership enjoys the right of rulership.  

From the other hand, it is obvious that 

rulership and rights of ordering is 

transferrable to others while this 

delegation will not diminish the rights of 

the real owner. The one who is selected 

by God for this position is in fact the 

real caliph of God.  

The caliph of God needs God’s 

permission in each and every change 

and involvement he wants to make. It 

means transferring this right of rulership 

to anyone will not make him the real 

owner which puts on end to the 

ownership of God. 

2. 1. 4 the holy Prophet, the caliph of 

God  

One of the aspects of the holy Prophet’s 

rulership over people's affair is to have 

the right of ordering to people. God 

Almighty asserts this right in various 

verses.24 

Imam Sadiq referring to these verses 

asserted the rulership and rights of 

Prophet in ordering saying,  

“God has trained His Prophet by His 

Kindness and said, you enjoy great 

morality. Then He delegated people’s 

affair to him and said, get whatever 

Prophet gives you and follow and avoid 

what he prohibits and said, anyone who 

obey the holy Prophet has obeyed 

God.”25 

Though some believed that “to be a 

ruler” and “enjoying this right for 

ordering” are of the aspects or 

prophethood.26 But by studying the 

words Messenger  ЬнЂϼ and prophet 

ЬнЂϼ, in their literal sense and Quranic 

applications, it becomes clear that 

obedience of messenger or prophet is 

not obligatory; and infallibles and 

prophets have no right to order people 

on behalf of themselves. But their 

obedience is obligatory when they have 

a message on behalf God and they are 

ordered to transfer the message. In fact 

what is obligatory is in fact God's order 

and  ЬнЂϼ and ͼϡж are merely the bridges 

of transferring God's order to people.27 

Therefore, their position of being  ЌϽТ   

 йКϝГЮϜ and their right to order which is 

asserted in verses and traditions are 

apart from their prophethood.  
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2-1.5 The caliph chosen by prophet is 

caliph is of God.  

As prophet is in the position of   ЌϽТ   

 йКϝГЮϜ ,  and based on the meaning of 

caliph, it can be said clearly that caliph 

of prophet will also enjoy such a 

position.  

Of course it should be noticed that 

caliph in the realm of those affairs 

delegated to him has the same 

responsibilities and rights of his 

previous caliph. In hadith Manzelat, the 

rights and responsibilities of Ali given 

to him by Prophet, are compared with 

the rights and responsibilities that  

Moses passed on to Aaron.  

In holy Quran, Aaron had the same the 

rights and responsibilities of Moses.28 

Therefore, when Moses tribe was 

strayed and stopped worshipping God, 

and they worshipped Sumeri’s calf, 

Aaron told them definitely your God is 

kind, then obey me.29   

As a conclusion, hadith Manzelat, by 

proving caliphate exclusively belong to 

Ali, is an ascertain of his following 

being obligatory. In other words holy 

Prophet, by comparing position of Ali to 

Aaron, asserted and announced caliphate 

of Ali. Imam Riza said in his regard: 

“Imamate is caliphate of God  and 

caliphate of prophet.”30 

 

2-2 Ministry  

Moses asked God to give Aaron some 

positions, like ministry.31 God accepted 

Moses request and said, I give you what 

you asked for.32  

Therefore, according to hadith Manzelat, 

this position of being a minister is 

approved for Ali.  

A minister is who undertakes a great 

deal of responsibilities which are on the 

shoulder of ruler and helps him by his 

opinions.33  

2-3 Cooperation in affairs  

One of the other duties which Moses 

asked for Aaron from God was Aaron's 

cooperation in Amr ϽвϜ. 34 But what is 

ϽвϜ? 

It might be inferred from the surface of 

the verses that the meaning of ϽвϜ is 

prophethood,35 as we know that Aaron 

had the position of messengership and 

prophethood too. Therefore, it is feasible 

that the verse is referred to this position 

for Aaron. 

But by referring to traditions, another 

possibility can be considered as well.  

Ibn Abbas narrated from Prophet who 

said,  

Oh God! your prophet Moses ibn Imran 

called you and said, 'Lord, ' said Moses, 

'expand my chest, and ease my task for 

me. I am Mohammad, your Prophet, 
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Give me tolerance, make my work easy, 

make me eloquence, so people can 

understand me, choose a minister for me 

from my family (Ali), my brother,  

support me by him and let him 

cooperate me in this responsibility. Ibn 

Abbas said, I’ve heard a herald from 

skies said, we give you what you asked 

for.36 

From this tradition, it can be realized the 

word here is not messengership or 

prophethood; because the holy Prophet 

definitely is the last messenger of God 

and after him there is no prophet or 

messenger. Therefore prophet cannot 

ask Ali's messengership or prophethood 

after himself.  

To clarify the intention of prophet in this 

regard, we should refer to other 

traditions related to this: 

The holy Prophet after reciting verses of 

surah Taha, addressed God and said, you 

has descended Moses like this, ñWe will 

strengthen your arm with your brother, 

and appoint for you both an authority so 

that they shall not reach you.ò37 

Then prophet asked for Ali whatever 

Moses asked for Aaron. Abuzar said: 

I swear God Prophet has not finished his 

words yet that Gabriel revealed to him 

on behalf of God and said Mohammad 

read. He answered, read what? He said 

read ñYour guide is only Allah, His 

Messenger, and the believers; those who 

establish the prayer, pay their 

obligatory charity, and bow down (in 

worship)38.ò39 

These traditions are narrated by Sunnite 

scholars and asserted this claim that 

Prophet prayed for Ali like this and God 

has sent this verse about Ali to 

Prophet.40  

Based on this, it becomes clear that the 

meaning of  ϽвϜis the position of 

rulership over people. An example of 

Aaron's high position to the eyes of 

Moses is his having right to order 

people.  

According to hadith Manzelat this high 

position is proved for Ali.  

It means whatever Prophet had right for, 

Ali had right for too. As a result, Hadith 

Manzelat clearly asserts this position of 

for Ali.  

In a tradition from Sheikh Toosi 

narrated by saeed Araj, Solayman ibn 

Khalid and I came to imam Sajad. He 

began talking to us and said oh 

Solayman, whatever you have received 

from Ali, take it and follow it. And what 

he disapprove and forbids, avoid. 

Whatever of virtues Prophet has, Ali has 

too; and prophet is superior to all 

creatures. These virtues are in all 

infallibles one after the one.41  

It is asserted that the holy prophet is the 

best of creatures and has rulership and 
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custody over people and his obedience is 

obligatory for all. Ali also is his partner 

in this duty. Therefore following him is 

also obligatory for all. Imam Sadiq 

referred to this very fact and hadith 

Manzelat is a clear proof on it.  

3.Shia scholars and hadith Manzelat 

Shia scholars confirm Hadith Manzelat 

is reason of Ali's being a caliph.   

Shia scholars have always believed that 

Hadith Manzelat is an affirmation of 

caliphate and Imamate of Ali. On the 

other hand, meaning of Imamate is the 

same as having the right to order.  

Therefore in the Shia scholar's works, 

Hadith Manzelat which is the position of 

йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ has been emphasized. To 

show the importance of this meaning, it 

is suitable to study Shia scholar's idea's 

in this regard.  

3. 1 Hadith Manzelat and Imamate 

Some of the Shia scholars know the 

meaning of Imamate the same as having 

the right to order or йКϝГЮϜ ЌϜϽϧТϜ аϝЧв. In 

the following we mention some of these 

ideas.  

3. 1. 1Sheikh Saduq 

He wrote in this regard: As it becomes 

obligatory that Ali has the same level 

that Aaron had to Moses, so caliphate 

and his following become clear to all 

and we realize that he is the most 

knowledgeable of them: as this position 

belonged only to Aaron.  

Late Sheikh Saduq knew Hadith 

Manzelat as one of the reasons of 

Imamate of Ali. Likewise in his opinion, 

Imamate and caliphate are the same 

position and in this position one has the 

right to order.42 In other words, 

according to Sheikh Saduq, Hadith 

Manzelat is a clear confirmation of 

position of Imamate.  

3-1.2 Sheikh Mufid 

Sheikh Mufid knew the meaning of 

Hadith Manzelat as Imamate and 

caliphate for Ali and emphasized on the 

position of  йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТto mean caliphate 

and Imamate.43 

3. 1. 3. Sheikh Tusi 

Sheikh Tusi counted Hadith Manzelat as 

one of the reasons of imamate of Ali and 

knew the position of imamate to mean 

йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ which is inferred from 

Hadith Manzelat.44  

3. 1. 4 Abu Salah Halabi  

In the opinion of Abu Salah, Hadith 

Manzelat, is for the Imamate of Ali 

(a.s.). He knew Imam, Caliph and  ЌϽϧУв

йКϝГЮϜ equal and believed one of the 

privileges of Aaron was being  ЌϽТ

.йКϝГЮϜ         
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And Ali has the same position. We 

know that position of being  йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ 

is the same as Imamate and caliphate.45  

3. 1. 5 Ibn Betrigh 

In the words of Ibn Betrigh, we can also 

see that he believed “Hadith Manzelat is 

a proof on the position of йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ. He 

wrote, Prophet proved all privileges and 

duties of Aaron for Ali except 

Prophethood. Aaron's elevated position 

and his relationship to Moses are in 

several aspects….Aaron was Moses 

caliph among his tribe and it was 

obligatory for his tribe to obey him…… 

according to what we have said, the 

position of  йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ as is proved for 

Prophet is also proved for Ali. So reflect 

on these words (i.e.Hadith) which is a 

sufficient proof.46  

3. 1. 6 Tabarsi 

Tabarsi also know the position of 

caliphate and Imamate equal to  ЌϽТ

йКϝГЮϜ and asserted that Hadith Manzelat 

clearly asserted this position.47  

3.1.7 Ibn Meysam Bahrani 

There is no doubt that if Aaron could 

survive after the demise of Moses, he 

received the position of  йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ . As 

according to Ibn Meysam, Manzelat 

tradition pictured the positions of Ali 

exactly similar to Aaron in all aspects. 

Therefore Ali also has the same 

positions.48  

3. 1. 8 Ibn Jabr 

Ibn Jabr also believed that 

according to Hadith Manzelat, all 

positions that Aaron had towards Moses 

can be proved for Ali except for 

prophethood; the positions of Aaron to 

Moses is several things …. One of them 

is that he was ГЮϜ ЌϽϧУвйКϝ  among Moses 

tribe. And his caliph among his tribe.49  

3. 1. 9. Mohammad Taher Qumi 

He wrote, it is clear that this authentic 

and frequently narrated Hadith Shia and 

Sunni refers to Ali and  according to this 

Hadith all privileges of Aaron are 

proved for Ali except prophethood… .50   

3-2 Hadith Manzelat, a reason for 

necessity of Imamate  

Some scholars after proving the 

meaning of  йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТfor Hadith 

Manzelat, counted this position a 

prerequisite for Imamate position.  

3. 2. 1 Allamah Majlisi 

Allamah Majlisi said йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ is 

different from prophethood and did not 

limit this position only to messengers.  

He counted it as the prerequisite of 

Imamate; at the same time he 

emphasized that Hadith Manzelat is a 

proof on the position of йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ. He 

said hadith Manzelat is a proof on his 

words which say йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ does not 

equal prophethood and this position is 
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also can be proved, on the basis of 

Hadith Manzelat, for Imam.51  

3-2.2 Sayed Ali Milani  

He wrote in “Dilalat Hadith” that Aaron 

was the caliph of Moses and Ali thanks 

to Hadith Manzelat is the caliph of Holy 

Prophet. As obeying Aaron is obligatory 

because he was the caliph of Moses not 

because he was a messenger of God. So 

this Hadith is a proof of 

caliphate, Imamat and Willayat of Ali 

after the holy Prophet because his 

position is similar to the position of 

Aaron.52  

Conclusion  

Studying the ideas of religious scholars 

mentioned above was an attempt of Shia 

scholars to show why obeying Ali is 

obligatory. It became clear that some 

scholars knew the meaning of Imamate 

and caliphate the same as position of 

being йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ and some other know 

this position, the essential part of 

Imamat.53  

Anyway, all Shia scholars assert that 

Hadith Manzelat is a proof on imam Ali 

being йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ. This emphasis show 

the importance of obedience of imam in 

the opinions of Shia great figures in  a 

way that  they know Imamate equal to 

 йКϝГЮϜ ЌϽТ.   

Imamate is the holy rulership… From 

the above mentioned traditions… 

especially when we put them besides 

each other… it can be inferred that 

rulership, obligatory obedience, 

Imamate, and caliphate are all the same.  

Therefore verses and traditions all assert 

that Imamate is a holy rulership which is 

derived from God's rulership. Imamate 

is that  буЗК ͬЯв; as it is derived from 

the true Owner. Therefore obeying 

imams is obedience of God, and 

disobeying them is disobedience of God.  
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Abstract: Razegh (daily bread, sustenance) is one of the most significant 

concerns of human beings since their creation which includes any kind of things 

given by God. How people gain this daily bread and sustenance can have effects on 

the various aspects of personal life and social life of people.  

Concerns of getting Halal (in an approved way) rezgh in personal life 

embraces these factors: not following our lust, being grateful, increasing doing good 

deeds, improving our self-dignity, peace and welfare,being loyal religious-wise and 

polishing our soul. And in social life includes having good children, observing rights 

of others, being just, avoiding evil actions, reaching public peace and welfare, trying 

to be the best of all nations, and being a trustee in society. In the present article, 

holy verses of Quran and traditions related to this topic have been studied to map 

the ways of making a halal living which has a direct impact on answering the above 

mentioned concerns.  
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1. Introduction  

Daily bread (sustenance), similar to 

many other issues and 

affairs of human being’s life is 

determined by the knowledge and 

bounty of God, and this has been 

frequently mentioned in verses of Quran 

and traditions: for example in Quran this 

word and its derivations have been 

mentioned 123 times; therefore it can be 

inferred that how important it is in the 

salvation of people financial-wise and 

spiritual-wise.  

From Islamic teachings, daily bread is 

effective on actions and behavior of 

human being. Imam Ali (p. b. u. h) said: 

ñOh Komayl! Truly tongue is rooted 

from heart and is reveals whatever is in 

heart. The strength of heart is on food. 

So be aware what the intakes of your 

heart and body are.ò  

A body and soul are not separable and 

body can affect soul.  

Whatever human being does in this 

world has effects and different types of 

Rezgh can affect soul as can affect body. 

Health of soul owes to the correct use of 

property and Halal food which has 

significant role in training human being. 

Halal daily bread and having this belief 

that God has determined our daily bread 

and being satisfied with it have some 

effects on personal life of each person 

called personal aspects of rezgh. The 

effect of rezgh on social behavior is 

classified as the educational effects of 

social aspect. Therefore the manner of 

an individual regarding rezgh indirectly 

can affect society.  

In this study, Quranic verses and shia 

traditions regarding this topic have been 

studied. While doing this research, 

Biharul Anwār and Kanzul Ummal have 

also been studied in this regard.  

Here, first a belief look at the meaning 

of rezgh and training have been offered.  

Second a study over the effects of Halal 

rezgh on training individuals personal- 

wise and social-wise has been carried 

out.  

1. Conceptual Studying of variables of 

this research  

1. 1 Rezgh is an Arabic word which is 

defined by linguists like this: 

Rezgh means whatever which is used. 

According to some others rezgh means 

giving time but it can be used in other 

cases too. Therefore rezgh generally 

means grants of God.  

In contemporary dictionaries this word 

has been used in various usages meaning 

food, daily bread, essentialities of life 

and whatever people can use. 

As an expression it is the name of 

whatever God sends towards alive ones 
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to eat, including halal and haram.  

Or rezgh is whatever allocated to 

creatures, from food to clothes.  

In summary, rezgh is whatever given by 

God, financial or materialistic one; food 

or clothes or other givings. If people 

know rezgh limited to materialistic 

affairs, especially food, it is because of 

its more frequent usage.  

1. 2. Upbringing 

There are various definitions for this 

term “upbringing”. Upbringing is 

growing someone up and activating 

his/her inborn passive talents. Talent 

here is all features which can be imagine 

and are given to each creature at the 

time of his/her birth. But activating and 

fulfilling a part of or whole of them 

depend on finding a suitable 

opportunity. Upbringing is a continuous 

and organized process which its aim is 

multi-aspect growth for people in order 

to acquire and comprehend teachings 

related to humanity and to learn norms 

which are accepted by society and to 

flourish their talents. In other words, 

upbringing means removing obstacles 

and preparing prerequisites to make 

human being’s talents flourished.   

1. 2. 1. The goals of upbringing 

The major goal of educating and 

upbringing is to be purified through 

refinement of soul and balancing 

instincts and the ultimate goal is to 

elevate soul of human beings to reach 

salvation. And there is no doubt that 

Bethat of the holy Prophet of Islam was 

to this end. The words of holy Prophet, 

“I have been appointed as a prophet to 

improve the level of ethics.” is the best 

evident of this claim.   

Some other goals of upbringing include 

piety, Hikmah, breeding the spirit of 

justice, perfection, cultivating social 

spirit which in turn includes cooperation 

and friendship with other nations and 

companionship with good people. In 

addition, breeding intellectual power 

and moral character are of other goals. 

And specifically worshipping God 

which is mentioned as the main aim of 

upbringing.  

The ultimate goal is elevating to the 

position of God’s satisfaction. To reach 

this, knowing the value of working and 

making a living and strengthening the 

spirit of fighting with economical 

exploitation or jobs which are against 

the benefit of society are of 

essentialities. Some believed discussions 

on upbringing root in theological beliefs 

, which are dealing with individual and 

social style of life, which purify human 

beings from sins and lead their talents to 

salvation. Therefore, any effect of rezgh 

which gets us closer to the satisfaction 

of God and ultimate goal can be 
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regarded as issues under the title of 

upbringing.  

2. The educational effects of rezgh 

In the present study, educational effects 

of rezgh refer to the role which halal 

rezgh can make if it is accompanied by 

satisfaction. As we have seen in some 

verses like Taha, 81, though rezgh of 

Bani Israil tribe was Halal but they were 

not satisfied with the amount of their 

predetermined rezgh and they objected. 

Halal rezgh has some influences which 

can be seen in Islamic teachings. The 

effect of rezgh can be studied from two 

aspects:  

1. 2. The educational effect of rezgh 

personal-wise 

As each action has its own effect which 

starts from inside of a person and then 

appears outside, in the following we go 

over some effects like not following 

carnal desires, strengthening the spirit of 

being grateful, encouragement in doing 

good deeds, improving self-esteem, 

peace and wellbeing, enriching 

faithfulness and polishing dirt of soul 

which are the results of halal rezgh.  

1. 2. 1. Refusing satanic temptation or 

carnal desires 

The most important effect of gaining 

halal rezgh which has great impact on 

the will power of human beings and 

their interest to acquire ethical values, is 

to refuse satanic temptations and carnal 

desires.  

In some verses of Quran, the presence of 

Satan besides us at the time of eating is 

mentioned like Baghare 168. The word 

ЭͭϜ in this verse originally means food 

and expressionally means the 

materialistic benefit of vast rezgh of the 

world. The word ЭͭϜ literally means 

chewing and swallowing, but generally 

refers to all kinds of financial benefit, in 

fact, the reason of all financial benefits 

is to eat, as life is based on eating. Halal 

rezgh is the cause of being powerful in 

doing worships and ϟуА is considered as 

halal by some and these two words         

“ ϟуА м Ьыϲ” besides each other want to 

add emphasis on this meaning.  

Therefore the meaning of the verse is 

this: “God orders to eat hilal food” and 

in its following warns people of not 

following satanic temptations or carnal 

desires; this can be interpreted that 

following Satan can lead to following 

hiram; in fact, following Satan or each 

person or group that stops people from 

the main road can be regarded as satanic 

temptation and a sign of Satan. While 

the prerequisite of halal salary is to keep 

far from Satan and these two have 

mutual and consecutive effect on each 

other.  

2. 1. 2. cultivating the spirit of 

thanking and being grateful 
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Rezgh is the relation of God with His 

servants; each receiver of blessing 

should be grateful to his bless-giver. 

Some of these verses are in a way that 

when the word ФϾϼ is mentioned, in the 

rest of the verse, God orders people to 

be grateful; based on this, we can infer 

that halal rezgh boosts the spirit of being 

grateful. In the verse, 

 ̲дн̳Тϝ̲Ϸ̲Ϧ ̴Ќϼ̶̶̲цϜ с̴Т ̲дн̳У̲Л̶Џ̲ϧ̶Ѓ̳в ̰Эу̴Я̲Ц ̶б̳ϧ̶ж̲ϒ ̶Ϻ̴ϖ Ϝм̳Ͻ̳Ъ̶ϺϜ̲м

 ̲Т ̳ЀϝΖзЮϜ ̳б̳Ы̲УΖГ̲Ϸ̲ϧ̲т ̶д̲ϒ ̲е̴в ̶б̳Ы̲Ц̲Ͼ̲ϼ̲м ̴и̴Ͻ̶Ћ̲з̴Ϡ ̶б̳Ъ̲ϹΖт̲ϒ̲м ̶б̳ЪϜ̲мϑ

 ̲дм̳Ͻ̳Ы̶Ї̲Ϧ ̶б̳ЫΖЯ̲Л̲Ю ̴Ϥϝ̲ϡΘуΖГЮϜ 

ñAnd remember how He gave you 

shelter when you were few in number 

and considered weak in the land, ever 

fearing that the people would snatch 

you away; but He gave you refuge and 

supported you with His victory and 

provided you with goodness, so that you 

might give thanks. ò(8:26) 

Or other verses with the same content 

like 

 ̶б̳Ъϝ̲з̶Ц̲Ͼ̲ϼ ϝ̲в ̴Ϥϝ̲ϡΘу̲А ̶е̴в Ϝн̳Я̳Ъ Ϝн̳з̲вϐ ̲ет̴ϻΖЮϜ ϝ̲лΗт̲ϒ ϝ̲т

 ̳Ъ ̶д̴ϖ ̴Ζ̴ύ Ϝм̳Ͻ̳Ы̶ІϜ̲м ̲дм̳Ϲ̳ϡ̶Л̲Ϧ ̳иϝΖт̴ϖ ̶б̳ϧ̶з 

ñBelievers, eat of the good with which 

We have provided you and give thanks 

to Allah, if you really worship Him. ò 

(2:172) 

 ̴Ζ ̲ϥ̲г̶Л̴ж Ϝм̳Ͻ̳Ы̶ІϜ̲м ϝ̯ϡΘу̲А ̯ъ̲ы̲ϲ ̳Ζ ̳б̳Ы̲Ц̲Ͼ̲ϼ ϝΖг̴в Ϝн̳Я̳Ы̲Т

 ̳иϝΖт̴ϖ ̶б̳ϧ̶з̳Ъ ̶д̴ϖ  ̲дм̳Ϲ̳ϡ̶Л̲Ϧ 

ñEat of the lawful and good things with 

which Allah has provided you and be 

thankful for the favors of Allah if it is 

He you worship. ò (16:114) 

 ̲ет̴ϻΖЮϜ Ζд̴ϖ ϝ̯Ы̶Т̴ϖ ̲дн̳Ч̳Я̶Ϸ̲Ϧ̲м ϝ̯жϝ̲Ϫ̶м̲ϒ ̴Ζ ̴дм̳ϸ ̶е̴в ̲дм̳Ϲ̳ϡ̶Л̲Ϧ ϝ̲гΖж̴ϖ

м̳Ϲ̳ϡ̶Л̲Ϧ ̲Ϲ̶з̴К Ϝн̳П̲ϧ̶Ϡϝ̲Т ϝ̯Ц̶Ͼ̴ϼ ̶б̳Ы̲Ю ̲дн̳Ы̴Я̶г̲т ̲ъ ̴Ζ ̴дм̳ϸ ̶е̴в ̲д

 ̲дн̳Л̲Ϯ̶Ͻ̳Ϧ ̴й̶у̲Ю̴ϖ ̳й̲Ю Ϝм̳Ͻ̳Ы̶ІϜ̲м ̳им̳Ϲ̳ϡ̶КϜ̲м ̲Ф̶ϾΘϽЮϜ ̴Ζ 

ñYou only worship, other than Allah, 

idols and invent falsehoods. Those 

whom you worship, other than Allah, 

have no power to give you provision. 

Therefore seek the provision of Allah, 

and worship Him. Give thanks to Him, 

to Him you shall return. 'ò (29:17) 

 ̱Ьϝ̲г̴І̲м ̱еу̴г̲т ̶е̲К ̴дϝ̲ϧΖз̲Ϯ ̰ϣ̲тϐ ̶б̴л̴з̲Ы̶Ѓ̲в с̴Т ̱ϗ̲ϡ̲Ѓ̴Ю ̲дϝ̲Ъ ̶Ϲ̲Ч̲Ю

 ̳Ы̶ІϜ̲м ̶б̳ЫΘϠ̲ϼ ̴Ф̶Ͼ̴ϼ ̶е̴в Ϝн̳Я̳Ъ ΔϞ̲ϼ̲м ̰ϣ̲ϡΘу̲А ̰Ϣ̲Ϲ̶Я̲Ϡ ̳й̲Ю Ϝм̳Ͻ

 ̰ϼн̳У̲О 

ñFor Sheba there was indeed a sign. In 

their dwelling place there were two 

gardens, on the right and left side. (We 

said): 'Eat of your Lord's provisions 

and give thanks to Him, a good land, 

and a Lord who is the Forgiving. 

'ò(34:15) 

 ̲Ϲ̶з̴К ̱И̶ϼ̲Ͼ р̴Ϻ ̴Ͻ̶у̲О ̱ϸϜ̲н̴Ϡ с̴ϧΖтΘϼ̳Ϻ ̶е̴в ̳ϥ̶з̲Ы̶Ђ̲ϒ сΘж̴ϖ ϝ̲зΖϠ̲ϼ

 ̲е̴в ̯Ϣ̲Ϲ̴ϛ̶Т̲ϒ ̶Э̲Л̶Ϯϝ̲Т ̲Ϣ̲ыΖЋЮϜ Ϝн̳гу̴Ч̳у̴Ю ϝ̲зΖϠ̲ϼ ̴аΖϽ̲ϳ̳г̶ЮϜ ̲Щ̴ϧ̶у̲Ϡ

 ̶б̳лΖЯ̲Л̲Ю ̴ϤϜ̲Ͻ̲гΖϫЮϜ ̲е̴в ̶б̳л̶Ц̳Ͼ̶ϼϜ̲м ̶б̴л̶у̲Ю̴ϖ р̴н̶л̲Ϧ ̴ЀϝΖзЮϜ

 ̶Ї̲т ̲дм̳Ͻ̳Ы 

ñ'Our Lord, I have settled some of my 

offspring in a barren valley near Your 

Holy House; our Lord, in order that 

they establish the prayer. Make the 

hearts of people yearn towards them, 

and provide them with fruits, in order 

that they are thankful. ò (14:37) 
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It can realized that boosting the spirit of 

being grateful which is derived from 

understanding blessings of God, can not 

only affect the spirit of an individual but 

also can affect the relationship among 

members of a family. Because such an 

spirit, first, is created inside a person in 

the relationship between him and God 

and then reflects outside. The one who is 

enjoying hilal rezgh, in the next step, 

will be thankful of all who pave the way 

for him to make hilal money; this 

thankfulness by words and in action can 

cherish respect and kindness among 

family members and in return among 

members of each community.  

2. 1. 3. Creation and boosting good 

deeds 

One of the issues which occupies broad 

domain of educational concerns is the 

effect of environmental variables on 

character. One of these variables can be 

making hilal money which boosts good 

deeds. In some verses, this point has 

been mentioned,  

 сΘж̴ϖ ϝ̯ϳ̴Юϝ̲Њ Ϝн̳Я̲г̶КϜ̲м ̴Ϥϝ̲ϡΘуΖГЮϜ ̲е̴в Ϝн̳Я̳Ъ ̳Э̳ЂΗϽЮϜ ϝ̲лΗт̲ϒ ϝ̲т

 ̰бу̴Я̲К ̲дн̳Я̲г̶Л̲Ϧ ϝ̲г̴Ϡ  

ñMessengers! Eat of that which is good 

and do good deeds; I have knowledge 

of the things you do. ò (23:51) 

ϟуА as a religious terminology means 

something hilal and pure. As we have 

mentioned earlier, how to make our 

living not only is effective on body but 

also is effective on soul and 

characteristics. As good deeds can cause 

hilal rezgh, the way of making money is 

effective on the actions of a person. 

Therefore, halal rezgh can make human 

being interested in doing good deeds. In 

the opposite, Haram food will fade 

freshness while pray and draws mankind 

towards sins and immorality.  

2. 1. 4. Boosting the spirit of self-

dignity  

Another achievement of halal rezgh is to 

boost the spirit of self-esteem. A person 

who has self-esteem will not spend his 

time doing actions causing humiliation 

for him and does not let himself be 

jealous of others which will undermine 

his honor and magnanimity. The more 

magnanimous, the less lust and greed; 

lust and greed are pests of training and 

perfection. As an example, in the verses 

which talk about limited and unlimited 

rezgh,  

 Ζд̴ϖ ̳ϼ̴Ϲ̶Ч̲т̲м ̳̭ϝ̲Ї̲т ̶е̲г̴Ю ̲Ф̶ϾΘϽЮϜ ̳Б̳Ѓ̶ϡ̲т ̲Ζ Ζд̲ϒ Ϝн̳г̲Я̶Л̲т ̶б̲Ю̲м̲ϒ

 ̲дн̳з̴в̶ϕ̳т ̱а̶н̲Ч̴Ю ̱Ϥϝ̲т̲ф ̲Щ̴Ю̲Ϻ с̴Т 

ñDo they not know that Allah 

outspreads and withholds His provision 

to whosoever He will? Surely, there are 

signs in this for a believing nationò 

(39:52).  

This verse expresses that those who 

have belief in “God being rezgh giver”, 
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not only do not feel sad or greedy when 

face limitation or expansion of rezgh but 

also they believe rezgh will not be 

increased or decreased by being greedy; 

as in fact, rezgh is predetermined. But 

according to the above mentioned verse, 

limitation or expansion of rezgh is the 

cause of connection of people to God 

and to encourage people to comprehend 

God’s providence. And the result of 

halal rezgh can be some educational 

effects such as uplifting the level of 

thinking and understanding.  

2. 1. 5. Creation of peace and welfare 

in life 

Reaching real welfare and peace is one 

of the permanent requests of human 

being and being able to make money is 

one of the issues that can guaranty peace 

in the life of people as financial matter 

surrounds all aspects of human being’s 

life including economical, cultural and 

social aspect. welfare is related to the 

materialistic aspect of life and peace to 

spiritual aspect. And upbringing 

includes both physical and spiritual 

aspects, therefore, one of the educational 

effects of rezgh is to create welfare and 

peace for people. For welfare, there are 

various definitions, some define it as 

happiness, meeting needs, freedom, … . 

In traditions, financial prosperity by 

hahal rezgh is mentioned as an example 

of peace and welfare. Imam Sadiq said, 

“There are five things that if any one of 

them is absent in people’s life, people 

will always fill its empty place and will 

feel dissatisfaction and anxiety… the 

third of them is being financially rich… 

the fifth of them which includes all of 

these, is welfare and comfort. ” Studying 

verses and traditions show that people 

will reach welfare and peace when by 

halal rezgh (in both aspects) can meet 

their basic needs and decrease 

expenditure and also answer their 

spiritual needs which can create happy 

and fresh spirit.  

Enjoying halal rezgh and blessings of 

God is one of the causes of happiness.  

 ϝΖг̴в ̰Ͻ̶у̲϶ ̲н̳к Ϝн̳ϲ̲Ͻ̶У̲у̶Я̲Т ̲Щ̴Ю̲ϻ̴ϡ̲Т ̴й̴ϧ̲г̶ϲ̲Ͻ̴Ϡ̲м ̴Ζ ̴Э̶Џ̲У̴Ϡ ̶Э̳Ц

 ̲дн̳Л̲г̶ϯ̲т 

ñSay: 'In the Bounty of Allah and His 

Mercy let them rejoice, it (the Koran) is 

better than that which they 

hoard.ò (10:58)  

Though some know ϜϹ϶ ЭЏТ to be the 

holy Prophet and ϥгϲϼ of God to be Ali 

ibn Abitalib, but some other believed 

that ϜϹ϶ ЭЏТ is donation of God to His 

creatures all and the word ϥгϲϼ is His 

special blessing to faithful people. As 

one meaning of blessing of God is 

rezgh, so in this case, one of the effects 

of halal rezgh is “ let them rejoice”. The 

sentence йϧгϲϽϠ м  ЭЏУϠ is mentioned 

prior to ϜнϲϽУуЯТ to give specification 
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which means happiness is only 

dependent on God’s Mercy and ϝТ in 

ϜнϲϽУуЯТ refers to Mercy of God. 

Happiness not only influence spirit but 

also can influence body and one of the 

necessities of the life of human being is 

self-construction and community 

reform. Therefore, one of the effects of 

halal rezgh is happiness of soul and 

body which in turn causes peace and 

equilibrium.  

2. 1. 6. Boosting and stabilizing 

religiosity 

One of the effects of halal rezgh on 

upbringing of an individual is its effect 

on bringing a child who is steady fast in 

his religiosity. Imam Sadiq said, “ do 

not stop seeking halal rezgh, as it assists 

you in religiosity…”  

According to what has been said, 

mankind has two aspects of soul and 

body. Therefore, Islamic teachings have 

special attention to the soul and financial 

state and says halal money effects on 

spiritual health and growth. 

Disregarding this fact will bring about 

detrimental consequences. It can be 

inferred from this tradition that those 

who are weak in their religiosity or are 

heedless to some religious rules should 

trace the reason back in their rezgh.  

 

 

2. 1. 7. Polishing soul: streaming 

springs of Hikmah 

Type of nutrition can be effective on 

heart, to be kind or cruel. Those who 

want their actions be accepted by God 

should remember one of the key points 

to it is halal rezgh. The famous example 

is what Prophet stated in this regard,  

“Anyone who eats halal rezgh for forty 

days, God will illuminate his heart.” In 

the words of him, it is asserted that halal 

rezgh is the cause of brightness of soul. 

Therefore, an individual can make good 

or bad personality by food, it is also 

influential on his upbringing, and can 

fill his heart of light.  

2. 2. The effect of rezgh from social 

perspective 

The effect of haram in life is not limited 

to personal life but even can affect 

social life and mutual behavior of people 

towards each other. In the following, the 

most important effects of halal rezgh in 

social life are “having good children, 

observing others’ rights, equality, 

avoiding moral and social vices, 

reaching public peace and welfare, 

gaining superiority over other 

communities, being trusted by others”.  

2. 2.1. Having good children 

Children are given to us in trust and are 

God’s blessings; parents are responsible 

for their health, growth, education and 
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upbringing. And one of the most 

significant ethics which should be 

observed in all periods of upbringing a 

child is halal rezgh and the verses and 

traditions are emphasizing on this. The 

verses recommend halal food and know 

it as the cause of good deeds. For 

example, Surah Momenon, verse 51, “ 

Oh Prophets! Eat from clean things and 

do good.” From the order of these two 

sentences, it can be inferred that halal 

food can pave the way for good deeds. 

To this end, the holy Prophet mentions 

one of the rights of children over their 

parents which is halal rezgh and states, “ 

the right of a child on his father is … to 

be fed by halal food only.” Therefore, it 

can be said that one of the duties of a 

father is to prepare halal rezgh that the 

result of this rezgh is upbringing good 

and faithful children. And in the school 

of Islam no service to children is better 

than good upbringing. For this, in 

religious teachings great emphasize has 

been given to halal rezgh which is 

preface to good deeds.  

2. 2. 2. Observing peopleôs right  

People have mutual rights towards each 

other. People should try to make money 

in a way that do not abuse or hurt others. 

Because each action who harms others 

or harms their security such as 

economical security, cultural or social 

security and cause immorality in society 

is haram and is considered as a sin. 

Rezgh (if it is accompanied by belief in 

God-being-rezgh-giver and satisfaction 

with whatever given) can be restrictive 

factor of crimes and can lead to 

intellectual and spiritual elevation. God 

says in some verses that, “eat and drink 

of what God gives you but do not be evil 

doers” ( Baqarah, 60) Though this verse 

is about halal rezgh, it points out to the 

fact that Bani Israel tribe was greedy. 

God, in fact, warns people if halal rezgh 

is accompanied by satisfaction, it can 

have educational effects which the 

effects are like avoiding vices or 

violation of others’ rights.  

2. 2. 3. Equality 

Islamic teachings found its teachings 

based on kindness and generosity. 

Sympathizing and accompanying others 

and engaging others in enjoying life and 

rezgh is called equality as it is a kind of 

cure for society. In Quran we read, 

ñWho give food, for the love of Him to 

the needy, the orphan, and the captiveò 

ñ"We only feed you for the sake of God 

and we do not want any reward or 

thanks from you.ò These verses are 

about infallible imams who were always 

in the first line of devotion. Therefore, 

from these verses, we can understand 

that donating food is even one of the 

examples of rezgh that causes God’s 

satisfaction.  
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In traditions, equality and helping poor 

are advised.  

2. 2. 4. Divine protection and staying 

away from moral and social vices 

One of the other effects of halal rezgh is 

to be surrounded by the protection of 

God. God Almighty says in a Qudsi 

hadith, 

“Oh Ahmad! Truly worship has 10 parts 

which 9 of them is to seek halal rezgh, 

so if your food is hilal, you will be 

under my protection…” This is what 

God told His Prophet but it is not only 

specific for Prophet. Therefore, halal 

rezgh can cause Divine protection which 

this protection can be internal protection 

against Satan and also its outside 

protection against external enemies 

which is the effect of rezgh in social 

aspect.  

2. 2. 5. Welfare and peace 

As we have said earlier, welfare is 

reached when one can meet his financial 

and materialistic needs; one of the goals 

of training is “leading mankind to meet 

his financial and materialistic needs.” 

This has been emphasized in Islamic 

teachings, as imam Sadiq said,  

“Anyone who is not ashamed of making 

halal money, his burden is light, his 

difficulties turn into comfort and his 

family will live a comfortable life, …. ” 

This ease can be divided into four 

groups: decreasing expenditure, 

happiness and kindness of family 

members towards each other, avoiding 

profusion, and escaping poverty.  

2. 2. 5. 1. Decreasing expenditure 

The satisfaction resulted from Halal 

Rezgh is one of the causes of relief and 

health psychological-wise and social-

wise. Therefore halal rezgh can be a 

reason for elevation and perfection of 

human beings. There are various 

traditions regarding this for example 

from imam Sadiq,  

“Anyone who is satisfied with little 

money his expenditure will decrease.” 

According to traditions enjoying halal 

rezgh is a reason for peaceful co-

existence, equilibrium and health. Those 

who are happy with whatever God has 

determined, will avoid being greedy or 

trying to gain money at any price. 

Therefore, they will get halal rezgh 

which brings peace of mind for them.  

2.2.5.2.Happy family life  

As we have said happiness which comes 

after halal rezgh is not only limited to 

personal aspect but it has a result for all 

members of a family : “Say: In the 

grace of Allah and in His mercy-- in 

that they should rejoice; it is better 

than that which they gatherò(Yunes, 

58) According to the verse, it can be 

inferred that rezgh results in growing 
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positive characteristics in people and in 

the next level his personality cherishes 

kindness among family member.  

2.2.5.3. Avoidance of squandering 

By studying verses and traditions 

regarding rezgh, it becomes clear that 

Islamic economical system does not aim 

merely at meeting basic needs of human 

beings and do not regard them as its 

utmost goal. 

One of the most significant causes of 

success of a society is to observe 

equality and observes God’s rules. 

Squandering and unbalancing are 

hindrances in the way of growth and 

advancement of a nation. They can end 

up in destroying spiritual and financial 

capitals and wealth. God has donated 

uncountable blessings to human beings 

to benefit from them.  

In using them there is a limitation and it 

is not right to be squander “Children of 

Adam, take your adornment at every 

place of prayer. Eat and drink, and do 

not waste. He does not love the 

wasteful.ò ( Araaf, 31) Therefore one of 

the most important techniques in healthy 

economic from Islamic point of view is 

when all people are determined to make 

halal money and when officials are 

honest.   

 

 

2. 2. 5. 4. escaping from poverty  

Poverty is the ugly face of life which 

can present itself financially, spiritually, 

socially and economically but here we 

mean financial and economical poverty. 

In Islam fighting poverty continues until 

one can enjoy an equal life with other 

people of society.  

As economical needs are very important, 

Islam gives special importance to it and 

counts various reasons for why we 

should eradicate poverty from society. 

From solutions to eradicate poverty we 

can mention working in order to make 

halal money and after that paying zakat 

khoms and other duties. As some say 

eradication of poverty is of the impact of 

halal rezgh, for example (donation) 

which God states in Quran,  

 ΖЮϜ ϝ̲лΗт̲ϒ ϝ̲т ϝΖг̴в̲м ̶б̳ϧ̶ϡ̲Ѓ̲Ъ ϝ̲в ̴Ϥϝ̲ϡΘу̲А ̶е̴в Ϝн̳Ч̴У̶ж̲ϒ Ϝн̳з̲вϐ ̲ет̴ϻ

 ̳й̶з̴в ̲ϩу̴ϡ̲Ϸ̶ЮϜ Ϝн̳гΖг̲у̲Ϧ ъ̲̲м ̴Ќϼ̶̶̲цϜ ̲е̴в ̶б̳Ы̲Ю ϝ̲з̶Ϯ̲Ͻ̶϶̲ϒ

 Ζд̲ϒ Ϝн̳г̲Я̶КϜ̲м ̴йу̴Т Ϝн̳Џг̴̶П̳Ϧ ̶д̲ϒ Ζъ̴ϖ ̴йт̴ϻ̴϶ϑ̴Ϡ ̶б̳ϧ̶Ѓ̲Ю̲м ̲дн̳Ч̴У̶з̳Ϧ

 ̰Ϲу̴г̲ϲ Δс̴з̲О ̲Ζ 

Believers, spend of the good you have 

earned and of that which We have 

brought out of the earth for you. And 

do not intend the bad of it for your 

spending; while you would never take it 

yourselves, except you closed an eye on 

it. Know that Allah is Rich, the Praised.  

Making money through halal way is one 

of the factors in upbringing spirit of 

kindness in people and in return it will 
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result in boosting the spirit of attendance 

and accountability among people.  

2. 2. 6 Being superior to other nations 

Educational teachings of Quran 

introduces halal rezgh as a factor in 

making a nation  superior to others, “We 

gave to the Children of Israel the Book, 

judgment and prophethood. We 

provided them with good things and 

preferred them above the worlds (of 

their time).ò ( Jasiyah, 16) it is because 

halal rezgh and being happy with it can 

result in observing people’s rights. 

When we put all these factors besides 

each other salvation prosperity and 

superiority for a nation will be formed.  

2. 2. 7. Being trustworthy  

One of the other result of halal rezgh is 

that people will rely upon you, as we 

know this was one of the individual and 

social characteristics of holy prophet.  

Imam Ali said,  

“To be honest will absorb rezgh and 

dishonesty will absorb poverty. Rezgh 

and honesty have mutual relationship.”  

The one who is interested in halal rezgh, 

is not greedy, so people will trust him 

and like to work with him..  

Conclusion 

Thanks to the findings of this study we 

can say:  

A sound life which is prepared by halal 

rezgh will put human being in the way 

of spiritual growth; regardless of general 

economical programs of a society, even 

the smallest plan can be effective on a 

society.  

2. Halal rezgh is of constructing factors 

in human growth and its first effect will 

become apparent in the belief and 

behavior of people and then social 

effects will be revealed which in 

addition to his peace of mind can make 

God satisfied.  
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Husein Taleie 

 

Abstract: this part is a selection of the reports which is collected from authentic      

sources concerning the words of holy Prophet regarding imam Husayn. Most of        

these traditions are recorded by Sunnite tradition narrators.  

 

Key words: Karbala, Ashoura, Ahl Bayt.  

Introduction  

What is the secret of this infatuation and 

this fascination, as if it is woven by the 

essence of this world, in a way that it 

doesn’t lose its freshness?  

 What is the hidden theme of mid-day of 

the blood-colored desert; which never 

becomes dull and never fades away; 

though it has been dragged behind the 

curtain of false pictures drawn by some 

historians.  

What is the permanent and everlasting 

color of this tragic event which against 

thousands of thousand other events of 

this world still remains and scapes the 

realm of oblivion and forgetfulness? 

What is this horizon towards the 

perfection of a mankind which in an 
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illuminated perspective can depict 

confrontation of “ the best created”  еЃϲϜ

бтнЧϦ with “ the worst of worst”  ЭУЂϜ

еуЯТϝЂ? 

The Karavan of Ashora goes through the 

passage of time and each day higher 

than before invites the lovers of Karbala 

to itself. In this Karavan, you can find 

people from each and every walk of life. 

How surprising, the Amir of this 

Karavan could attract all to himself!  

Time of his rulership surpasses time 

Boarders of his kingdom extend beyond 

the earth.  

Among this convoy of light, we face a 

group of elites who did not accept 

imamat of imam Husayn but still their 

hearts have been lighted by the 

Blessings of God and their words and 

works have reflected this light.  

This group witnessed light and 

innocence in imam Husayn. They 

reported this understanding and for this, 

their report is readable and interesting.  

Here, we include a selection of the 

reports by Sunnite scholars quoting from 

the holy Prophet regarding the holy 

imam Husayn.  

1 

God has created Adam, Father of all and 

inbreathed His Soul in him. Adam 

looked up to the right side of Arsh and 

there, among shinning lights, he realized 

five pictures bowing and prostrating.  

He asked, Oh God! Had you made any 

one from clay before me? God 

answered, “no, Adam” 

Adam asked, “so who are these five 

pictures whom I found similar to me?”  

God answered, “These are the five 

bodies of your offspring, and if they 

weren’t supposed to be, I would not 

have created you. These are “the Five” 

whom I named by derivations of my 

Names. If they weren’t, I would have 

not created heaven, nor hell, nor Arsh, 

and not Korsi, nor skies and nor the 

earth, nor angels, nor human beings, no 

humans and nor jinns. I am Mahmood 

(praised one) and this is Mohammad. I 

am Ali (Great) and this is Ali. I am йгАϝТ 

Fatir ( Creator) and this is Fatemeh. I am 

Ehsan (goodness), and this is Hasan. I 

am Mohsen (benefactor) and this is 

Husayn.  

I swear to my greatness that any one 

who approaches me while carrying a 

little bit of hatred towards them – even 

in the weight of a tiny mustard - I will 

enter him to the hell. And to do this I 

will not hesitate.  

Oh Adam! These are the selected ones 

among my creations. I save anyone by 

them. And only by them I perish anyone 
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( who I want. ) so any time you need me, 

resorted them.1  

2 

We are the arc of rescue. Anyone who 

grasps it, is saved and anyone who goes 

far from it, is perished. So anyone who 

has a request from God should ask it 

from God by we Ahlul Bayt.2  

We are Ahlul Bayt, the keys of blessings 

and the place of prophecy, where angels 

commute, and the mines of knowledge.3  

We are the family whom no one 

desearves to be compared with us.4  

I, Ali, Hasan and Husayn and nine 

individuals of Husayn offspring, we are 

those whom God has purified and saved 

from sins.5  

3 

Anyone who desires to live like me; die 

like my death and rest in the heaven 

where God has created, he should accept 

Ali’s Wilayah and Wilayah of his allies 

after me and follow imams who come 

after him; they are my family, they have 

been created from my nature and they 

have been given understanding and 

knowledge (from God).  

Woe to those of my nation who think 

virtues of infallibles are just a lie and 

separate me from them. I will never 

intercede for them ( to be forgiven by 

God).6  

 

4 

Gabriel has descended on me and said, 

God’s greetings, blessings and mercy be 

on you, oh the Prophet of God! Then he 

put a white silk fabric from heaven on 

my hands, two sentences were written 

on it.  

I said, “my friend, Gabriel! What is this 

silk and what are those lines? 

He answered, “oh Muhammad! God has 

looked at the Earth and selected you 

from among His creatures and chose you 

for His mission. Another time He has 

looked at the Earth to choose a brother, 

a vizier, a companion and son-in-law for 

you. So give your daughter Fatimah in 

marriage to him (the next chosen one 

after you).  

I asked, “oh my Friend! Who is that 

man?” 

He answered me, “oh Muhammad! He is 

the one who is your brother in religion 

and he is the son of your uncle; he is Ali 

ibn Abitalib. 

For this wedding even in the skies was 

holding ceremonies. ( the holy Prophet 

added) oh Abul-Hasan! I swear God! 

Gabriel has not left me yet that you 

knocked at the door. Be aware that I will 
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do what God orders me… I will go to 

the mosque and I announce your 

marriage ( you and my daughter) in 

public. And I will speak about your 

virtues by which the eyes of you and 

anyone who likes you will shine.7 

5 

Then Prophet went on a pulpit and said,  

Praise God who is praised for His 

blessings; worshipped for His Might 

which is endless…; He creates with His 

Power; gave His creation dignity by His 

religion and by His Prophet gave them 

value. 

Be my witness that I gave my daughter 

Fatimah to Ali in marriage, her marriage 

portion is 400 Mesghal of gold…8 

In another place, Prophet said, “ an 

angel came to me and said, oh 

Muhammad! Two sons will be born 

from this couple who are the masters of 

heaven…9 

6 

Om al-Fazl had a dream and told it for 

the Prophet. The Prophet said, “You had 

a good dream. Fatemeh will give birth to 

a son.10 God has ordered me name him 

“Hasan”,11 as the son of Aaron, he was 

named “ Shabar” ( shabar in Arabic is 

“Hasan”)12  

Oh God! This is my son and I love him. 

So love him and love his lovers.13  

Anyone who bothers him, bothers me 

and anyone who bothers me, bothers 

God.14 This son is the sweet smelling 

flower of me in this world.15 This son of 

me is the master and God will make 

peace by his hand between two large 

groups of people.16  

Anyone who likes to look at the master 

of youth of Heaven, should look at 

Hasan ibn Ali.17 He is Hasan and your 

son after him is “Husayn”.18  

7 

After the birth of Hasan, Omme Fazl 

had a terrible nightmare.  

Prophet told him, “Fatemeh is 

pregnant.19 And will give birth to a child 

– God willing – soon.20 Husayn was 

born… . God has ordered the agent of 

Hell (Malik) to put out Fire, because of 

the greatness of the child who was born 

to Muhammad in the world. And He 

ordered the agent of heaven “Rezvan” 

decorate the Heaven and aromatize it for 

the happiness of this birth. And He 

ordered Hor al-Ayn еуЛЮϜ ϼнϲ ornament 

herself for the happiness of this birth. 

And told angels to line up to thank God 

for this creation.  

8 
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God Almighty has ordered Gabriel to 

descend to the earth accompanied by 

thousands of angels… to congratulate 

Prophet for the birth of this honored 

child. God said, oh Gabriel! Told 

Mohammad I named him Husayn.21  

Gabriel sent down and said, oh 

Muhammad! God sent His greetings to 

you and said, Ali for you is the same as 

Aaron for Moses, the difference is only 

there is no Prophet after you. Give the 

name of Aaron’s son to your son which 

was “Shobayr.”22    

Then Gabriel came to me, having a 

message for me from God: “oh 

Muhammad! God sends greeting to you 

and says, I do not keep two sons 

(Ibrahim and Husayn) for you. You 

should ignore one of them to save the 

other one. I said, Gabriel! Take 

Ibrahim’s life. I am ready to lose my son 

Ibrahim to keep my other son Husayn.23  

9 

Be aware! Truly, Husayn, is a door of 

the doors of Heaven. Anyone who is his 

enemy, God will make the smell of 

Heaven Hiram (forbidden) to him. By 

Husayn a group will reach salvation and 

a group will reach the opposite.24  

Husayn is of me and I am of Him. God 

likes anyone who likes Husayn. Husayn 

is “Sebt” (my grandchild) from progeny 

of Prophets.25  

Oh God! I like him. Like him and like 

those who like him.26  

Anyone who likes to look at the master 

of the youth of heavens should look at 

him.27 This child is of the bests of my 

family, from the pure ones and the 

chosen ones. God does not give 

blessings to anyone who does not 

observe right of him after me.28  

Husayn is the master, the child of a 

master, the father of masters; he is 

imam, the son of imam and the father of 

imams. The proof of God, the son of the 

proof of God and the father of the proofs 

of God (the nine imams)  are his 

offspring and the last one of them is бϚϝЦ 

(Qaim: imam Zaman).29 

 

10 

Oh people! I know well that after me 

you will dispute over selecting my 

successor. This is Husayn ibn Ali who is 

the best in terms of his grandfather and 

grandmother; his grandfather is 

Mohammad, the Prophet of God and the 

master of prophets. And his 

grandmother is the daughter of 

Khuvailid, the first vanguard of ladies in 

faith and in accepting God’s Prophet.  

This is Husain ibn Ali who is the best of 

people regarding his father and mother: 

his father is Ali ibn Abi Talib, brother of 
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Prophet, his vizier and his cousin, the 

first in beliving God and His 

Prophet.and his mother, Fatemeh, the 

daughter of Muhammad, the master of 

ladies of the world.  

This is Husain ibn Ali who is the best of 

people regarding his aunts and uncles ( 

paternal side): his uncle is Jafar ibn Abi 

Talib, having two wings who can fly in 

heaven how he likes. And his aunt 

Omme Hani, the daughter of Abi Talib.  

This is Husayn ibn Ali, who is the best 

of people regarding his aunts and uncles 

(maternal side): his uncle is Qasim the 

son of Mohammad the messenger of 

God and his aunt the daughter of 

Muhammad.  

Oh people! This is Husayn ibn Ali 

whose grandfather and grandmother, 

father and mother, aunts and uncles and 

he and his brother are all in heaven.30  

Oh people! Virtues and dignity, 

rulership and wilayah are specific to the 

Prophet and his family, so evil agents do 

not mislead you to other routes.31  

 

11 

When I was taken up to the skies, I saw 

it was written on the gate of heaven in 

gold that there is no God but Allah, 

Mohammad is Friend of God, Ali is Vali 

of God, Fatimah is the special servant of 

God, Hasan and Husayn are chosen ones 

by God, damn to the enemies of them.32  

I swear God whom the life of 

Mohammad is in His power, anyone 

who becomes our enemy God will throw 

him in his face to the Fire.33  

God’s rage and His prophet’s rage will 

be intensified on anyone who shed my 

blood and bothers me. 34  

Woe to oppressor of my family’s right. 

They will be tortured alongside 

hypocrites in the lowest level of hell. 

Even for a moment, torture will not skip 

them and they are filled by the torture of 

it. Woe to them for this painful 

chastisement. 35  

God has three red lines anyone who 

respects them God will save his 

religious and life. But anyone who does 

not observe the red lines, God will not 

save anything of him. And the red lines 

are Islam, I, and my relatives. 36  

In the resurrection day, three individuals 

will be taken: Quran, Mosque and my 

family. Quran will say they set fire on 

me and torn me apart. Mosque will say, 

they kept me shabby and desolate. My 

family will say, they killed us, exiled us 

and made us homeless. I will come to 

object and retaliate. God Almighty will 

say I myself will take revenge and I 

deserve more to take their revenge.37  
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They gave me Kosar … a river in the 

heaven, which its width and length is 

extended between east and west. 

Anyone who drinks from it, never 

becomes thirty any longer. . . and 

anyone who kills me and my family 

cannot drink from it. 38 Anyone who 

hears my family asking for help but does 

not come to help them (to take their 

rights), God will throw him in his face 

to the Fire.39  

The one who sees a cruel ruler – the one 

who makes halal and haram mixed, who 

breaks promises, is against sunnah of 

Prophet, oppresses people- but does not 

react to this ruler, God will send him 

where he deserves ( hell).40  

12 

Oh People! I remained two precious 

things with you: the book of God and 

my family… these two will not separate 

until they come to me besides “Pond”. 

Be aware! I am looking forward 

receiving them.  

Be aware! In the day of Resurrection, 

three groups will come which are 

carrying flags. First has dark black flag. 

I asked them who are you? They say, we 

are Arab and believe in the unity of 

God. They forgot me. I say, this is me, 

Muhammad. They say, we are your 

nation. I ask, so what did you do with 

my successor, my Ahlul Bayt and my 

Book? They say, “we destroy and ruin 

your book and your family.” They leave 

“Pond” while they are thirsty and dark-

face.  

Second group carries a flag darker than 

the first one. I ask them who you are and 

they answer similar to previous group. 

They say we oppose Quran, left your 

family and made trouble for them. I say, 

go away! They leave “Pond” thirsty and 

dark-faced.  

Third group held a shining flag. They 

say we are nation of Muhammad, we 

obey Quran and we love Muhammad’s 

family, we fought besides them and 

helped them.41 

I say, be happy! I am Muhammad! Then 

they will drink from the pond and leave 

there happily.42 

13 

Ali, Fatimah, Hassan, Husayn ,and I are 

the most beloved people for God.  

Ali ibn Abi Talib is my brother and 

equal to me, the possessor of Imamat 

after me, the owner of my flag in the 

world after me, in this world and the 

other world, the owner of pond and 

intercessor; Each muslim is under his 

custody, he is the leader of all faithful, 

he is herald of each pious person.  

He is executor of my will, my successor 

in my family and my nation, in my life 
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time and after my demise. Anyone who 

loves him, is in fact my friend and 

anyone who is his enemy is my enemy.  

Only if my nation accepts his wilayah, 

they will be surrounded by my mercy 

and only enmity with him will take 

mercy of God away.  

Any time that I see him I cry as I 

remember: my nations’ oppression with 

him which happens after my death to the 

extent that people keeps him away from 

my position, my successorship, while it 

is given to him by God. Then they 

continue their wrong behavior until they 

strike his head by a sword and cut his 

head so harshly that his bear is colored 

by his blood. This happens in the best 

month, the month that Quran has been 

sent.  

My daughter Fatimah is the master of all 

women of the world from the first to the 

last. He is a part of my body, light of my 

eyes, fruit of my heart, a soul inside my 

flesh. And she is an angel in human 

being's body. When she stands up in her 

salaat place in front of God, her light 

shine for angels of skies like the lights 

of stars winkling for world residence. 

God Almighty tells his angels: 

Look my angels at my servant Fatimah 

in my court, how she is shivering! She 

worships me from the depth of her heart.  

I take you as witnesses my angels that I 

save her followers from the fire of hell.  

When I see her, I remember that after 

me how people will behave her. As if I 

see how humiliation enter her home.  

Her respect is unobserved, her right is 

usurped, she is prohibited from her 

heritage, her rib is broken, her fetus is 

aborted; she is crying and calling my 

name “oh Muhammad” but she is not 

answered. So after me she is in 

continuous sorrow, sadness and cry. 

Sometimes she remembers that no more 

revelation is for them and sometimes she 

remembers my distance.  

When night spreads its curtain on her, 

she remembers my voice reciting Quran 

in the middle of nights, and remembers 

that she does not hear it any longer, then 

she feels lonely, she finds herself in 

humiliation after her dignity she had at 

the time of her father. At this time God 

Almighty becomes her companion, He 

talks to her as Maryam, the daughter of 

Omran, talked to God. She is told “oh 

Fatimah God has chosen you and 

purifies you and chose you over all other 

women of the world. Oh Fatimah be 

humble in front of your God, do 

prostrate and bow down with bowers.”  

Then her illness starts. At these 

moments God Almighty sends Maryam 

daughter of Omran to nurse and 
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accompany her, but Fatimah told “oh 

God! I am sick and tired of this life. I 

am tired of people of the world. Join me 

to my father.” God joins her to me, she 

is the first one of my family who joins 

me. She comes to me while she is sad 

and displeased, her right is taken and she 

is killed. I tell her “oh God keep far 

from your mercy anyone who oppresses 

her and punish anyone who takes her 

right, humiliate anyone who humiliates 

her and keep permanently in your fire 

anyone who breaks her bone and abort 

her infant.”’ The angels will say Amen 

at this moment.  

Hassan is my son, my child and a part of 

my flash, he is light of my eyes, sweet 

of my heart and fruit of my heart. He is 

the master of youth of heaven and the 

proof of God to people.  His command 

is my command and his words my 

words. Anyone who follows him is of 

me and anyone who disobeys him is not 

of me.  

When I see him, I remember the 

humiliations surround him after me; he 

is humiliated until he is killed injustly 

by enemies. In that time angels, and the 

seven skies cry for his death. Everything 

cries for him, even birds in skies and 

fish in the heart of sea. Anyone who 

cries for him, his eyes will not cry in the 

resurrection day, when eyes are crying; 

anyone who becomes sad for him will 

not be sad in resurrection day when 

hearts are sorrowful and anyone who 

pays pilgrimage to visit him, his steps 

will be strong on Sirat, in Resurrection 

day when all steps are shaking.  

Husayn is also of me, he is my son, my 

child, the best of creatures.  

After his brother, he is imam of 

Muslims, successor, owner of all 

worlds, helper of all needy, shelter for 

all shelter seekers.  

He is the mercy of God on all creatures, 

the master of all youth of heaven, he is 

savior of my nation, his order is my 

order, obeying him is obeying me. 

Anyone who follows him is of me and 

anyone who doesn’t obey him is not of 

me.  

When I see him, I remember how people 

will behave him after me. It seems I see 

him seeking shelter in my shrine but he 

is not given any shelter. I hug him in my 

dream and order him migrate from 

Medinah where I had migrated to. I give 

him the glad tidings of his martyrdom. 

Therefore he moves in to a land, where 

is the place of his murdering, the land of 

hardship, torture, killing and death. A 

group of Muslims comes to assist him 

and they are the masters of martyrs of 

my nation in the resurrection day. As if I 

see him while an arrow is thrown at him 

and he lifelessly falls down from his 
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horse on the ground; then like a sheep 

his head is cut mercilessly.43  

14 

Be aware! Gabriel has informed me that 

my nation will go astray after me.44 

They will kill my son Husayn.45 A 

belligerent group will murder him.46 

May God never give my mercy and 

intercession to them.47  

He is killed48 when he is turning old, 

about 60 years old49 after migration50 to 

Iraq51 in the bank of Forat52 in Taf53 

district, in a land named karballa54 

where is the center of hardship55 (kaarb 

means plight and bala means hardship. 

Gabriel brought this soil for me56 from a 

place where Husayn will be killed 

there.57 Gabriel told me his grave is 

there58 and he showed me bloody soil of 

there.59  

Gabriel approached me while Husayn 

was sitting on my stomach.  

He asked, “Do you love him?” I said, 

“yes”. He said your nation will kill him 

after a short time. Do you want I show 

you the soil of the place he will be killed 

there? I said yes.60 Oh Gabriel show me 

the soil of the place he falls on it61, the 

soil of the land he will be killed there.62   

Gabriel brought this soil63. This is that 

soil I have in my hand.64 This soil is 

from the land where Husayn will be 

killed there.65 This soil smells my son 

Husayn.66 Oh omme Salameh!67 I give 

this soil to you in trust, ,,  

Oh omme Salameh!68 any time you see 

this soil turns into blood, know that my 

son is killed.69  

15 

I am Muhammad, I am given Javame al 

kilam70 from its beginning to its end. 

Now until the last day of my life among 

you, listen whole heartedly to my words.  

When I leave you respect of my 

family.71 The news of murdering 

Husayn in close future is given to me. 

The soil of the land of his murdering is 

brought to me. The name or names of 

his murder or murderers are given to 

me.72 Rage of God against his murderer 

has intensified.73 God's rage has 

intensified to the one who shed his 

blood. I swear God whom my life is at 

His Hand, this event torments me74… 

Now anyone who is alive at his time 

should run to help him.75  

It seems as if I am looking at the place 

of his return from Medina and his grave 

in karbala while his separated head is 

taken as a gift. I swear God anyone who 

looks joyfully at the separated head of 

my son, Husayn, God will separate his 

heart and his tongue from each other.76  



Safinah al-nejat. Vol. 2, No. 8 

 

80 

 

I swear God whom my life is at His 

Hand, my son is killed in front of a 

group while they do not try to stop it and 

God will make distance between their 

hearts and their tongues.77 and God will 

overcome insurgent people of that group 

over them and they will be torn apart 

into different groups.78  

Be aware! God's damn to anyone who 

kills him and does not help him.79 If he 

is left with no help, God, till the day of 

resurrection, will not help them under 

any circumstance.80  

16 

Oh God! Gabriel informed me that this 

child of me, will be killed without being 

helped by any one. Oh God! Let him be 

of the masters of martyrs that you are 

able to do all things. Oh God! do not 

give your blessings to his murderer and 

anyone who doesn't help him. Oh God! 

You remain his Vali and helper.81 Oh 

God! do not give your blessings to the 

murderer of my son. Let him taste the 

fire of hell … anyone who does not help 

him, do not help him, kill his murderer 

and do not let him get what he wants.82  

A person of my nation will kill him83, 

the one who has enmity with my family. 

I hope that my intercession does not 

include him.84 His name is Yazid. God 

does not give him blessings.85 What do I 

have to do with Yazid? God does not 

bless him  that he will kill my son, the 

son of my daughter, HJusayn ibn Ali.86 

Oh! the yield of Ale Muhammad will be 

killed by one who knows himself the 

successor of him but he is a rebellion. 

He killed my child and the child of my 

child!87 It seems as if I am looking at a 

dog… who is rolling in the blood of my 

family.88 One day my friend Gabriel 

came to me and told me oh Muhammad 

your nation will kill your son Husayn. 

His murderer is the cursed one of this 

nation.89  

The murderer of Husayn is in a coffin of 

fire in hell and half of the punishment of 

hell dwellers is set aside for him.90  

It seems I am looking at him who is still 

among the flares of fire for a while and 

sometimes catches fire while his 

stomach is boiling like boiling water.91 

While his hands and legs are tied up 

with chains of fire, he is humiliated in 

hell until he collapses into the depth of 

hell, while hell dwellers are escaping 

from his severe bad smell, he will 

remain in hell forever and taste painful 

torture92 along with those who assist 

him in killing Husayn.93  

They are not my nation I hate them and 

God hates them as well.  

Mosa ibn Imran asked his God, “oh 

God! my brother Aaron has passed 

away, bless him. God told him, “oh 
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Moses! If you ask this for all people 

from past to future, I will accept unless 

the murderer of Husayn ibn Ali from 

whom I will take revenge.94 Moses ibn 

Imran asked God to let him pay a 

pilgrimage to the grave of Ali. God 

fulfilled his request. Moses went to visit 

Husayn's grave, accompanied by 

seventy thousand angels.95  

17 

 In the day of resurrection, my daughter 

Fatimah will come while she is carrying 

a bloody shirt, she hangs it from one 

pillar of the pillars of Arsh and says oh 

God do judge between the murderer of 

my son and I. I swear God of Kaba, the 

judgment is in favor of my daughter.96  

The resurrection day Fatimah will 

come… while she has the bloody shirt 

of Husayn in her hand.97 She is 

mounting a horse of heaven’s. Gabriel is 

taking the rein of the she-camel. Gabriel 

calls loudly, look down, Fatemeh is 

passing. People will close their eyes 

until she reaches Arsh. She throws 

herself to the ground98, will prostrate99   

and will say “oh my God! My master! 

My Mola! Do judge between me and 

those who oppressed me and killed my 

son.  

At this moment, a voice on behalf of 

God will say, “oh my lovely and the 

daughter of my friend.100 Look up101 and 

ask me, and I will give you. Intercede 

that I will accept your intercession, I 

swear My Dignity and Greatness that I 

will not forgive oppression of any 

oppressor.  

Fatimah said, “oh my God! My master! 

My lord! Welcome my family, my 

followers, and followers of my 

followers.  

A voice on behalf of God will say, 

“Where is her family, her followers and 

followers of her family and her lovers 

and lovers of her lovers?” 

They all answer - while surrounded by 

angels – “here we are! oh God! Fatimah 

will lead them all until they enter 

heaven.”102  

She is told, “enter heaven.” she answers, 

“I will not until I know what my son 

Husayn will do.” It is said to her, “Look 

at the right side of you.”  

When she looks, she sees Husayn 

standing there, headless. At this 

moment, Fatimah will cry severely. 

Women of heaven and angels will cry 

with her. Then Fatimah says “oh my 

son!” The light of my eyes!” Here God 

will get angry and order fire which is 

blown into for a thousand years to 

become black, “surround all those who 

were present at the time of murdering 

Husayn!” Hell will surround them. 

When they put inside fire, fire will shout 
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at them, and they at fire. Then they will 

say by extended tongues “oh God! why 

did you put us in fire prior to idol 

worshippers?” God will say, “the one 

who knows is not equal with one who 

doesn't know.”103 I hate murderers of 

Husayn, his crime in the resurrection 

day is more serious than the crimes of 

all sinful ones. The murderer of Husayn 

in resurrection day will enter hell 

accompanied by dualists.104  

18 

Husayn is not killed except when next 

imam is born from him and all imams of 

guidance are from him … imams after 

me are: Ali the guide, Hasan the guided, 

Husayn just, Ali ibn husayn helper, 

Mohammad ibn Ali forgiving, Jafar ibn 

Mohammad blissful, Mosa ibn Jafar 

trustee, Ali ibn Mosa reliable, 

Mohammad ibn Ali Imam, Ali ibn 

Mohammad active, Hasan ibn Ali wise, 

and that imam whom Isa ibn Maryam 

will pray behind him.105  

God Almighty told me “to take revenge 

for the blood of Yahya ibn. Zakarya who 

was killed innocently I killed seventy 

thousand one. Now for his grandson I 

will kill seventy thousand and after that 

another seventy thousand.106  

A group  carrying black flags will come 

from east who requests justice but they 

are not given. They fight, then their right 

is given. But they do not accept unless 

they give the right to a man of my 

family who will spread justice in the 

earth, as it was filled by oppressions by 

oppressors. Anyone who is present in 

that time should join them, even if he 

has to crawl on ice.107  

19 

{Words of prophet to his son Husayn} 

Oh Husayn! the last beverage that you 

drink is the blood of your face which 

comes to your mouth while you are 

thirsty.108 You have a rank in the heaven 

which you can't reach unless by your 

martyrdom.109 Oh Husayn! your 

murderer and I, in the day of 

resurrection, have a judgment a head. I 

will be in peace when God prepare this 

court for me in that day.110 God keeps 

his Mercy away from your murderer.111 

I wish I know who dares to kill you after 

my death!112 who is the one who killed 

Husayn after me113 and will that nation 

who kills my lovely son and beloved son 

of my daughter be saved?114 Oh my 

beloved one Husayn! it seems I see you 

that in near future will roll in your blood 

in a land of Karbala among a group of 

my nation and you in that time are 

thirsty and no one will give you water. 

They expect my intercession! What 

happen to them? God in the day of doom 

does not give my intercession to them, 

and they have no value before God. Oh 
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my beloved Husayn! Your father, 

mother, and brother are with me in 

heaven and they are looking forward 

visiting you.115 You will join us soon.116 

Hurry up that there is a reserved jug for 

you with us.117  Oh my son! you are 

martyr of Ale Muhammad. The 

residence of Heavens and Arsh give the 

glad tiding of your coming.  

My son Hurry and don’t hesitate: now 

one of the angels of the skies descends 

to fill a green dish by your blood.118  

My beloved son! Gabriel came to me 

and gave me this news that you (Imams) 

will be killed and your graves are 

scattered in different places. I got sad 

with this news and asked for blessings 

of God. 

(Oh Husayn! though your graves are 

scattered) a group of my nation will 

come (to visit your graves and will 

circulate your graves.) They want well 

for me and want to join me. In the day 

of doom, I see them in Moghef and I 

will grasp their wings to save them from 

hardship of the day of doom.119  

20 

{Words of prophet in true dreams of 

Omme Salameh }  

Oh Omme Salameh! People attacked my 

son and killed 

him. I saw him just now killed.120 I 

witnessed him slaughtered,121 Husayn 

and his family were killed. And now I 

finished burying them.122  

Oh Ibn Abbas! 

I don’t know what my nation has done 

after me? They killed my son Husayn. 

Now this is his blood and the blood of 

his companions that I am carrying 

towards God.123 Oh Amer Ibn Saad 

Bejeli!  

Go towards Bra ibn Azeb. Say my hi to 

him and let him know that murderers of 

Husayn are in the hell. And it is about 

God Almighty punishes people in return 

for this action.124  

When the holy head of Imam Husayn 

was taken to Sham prophet told him, 

“Greetings to you my son! you are 

killed! They stopped you of drinking 

water. Do you think they don’t know 

you? Now this is me your grandfather, 

Mostafa and this is your father Ali 

Morteza. and this is your mother 

Fatemeh Zahra and this is your brother 

Hasan.125  

My beloved son! Husayn you live an 

honored and prosperous life and when 

you were killed you were thirsty. They 

killed you and God joins you to us.  

God blesses you my son and never 

blesses you killer. Tomorrow (the day of 

Resurrection) woe to him from fire of 

the Hell! oh Adam! oh Noah! oh Moses! 
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oh Isa! Do witness on what you see, 

what they do with my son.126  

21 

As if I see the palaces raised next to the 

grave of Husayn.  

It will pass not a long time that from 

every corner of the world people will 

come towards him. And that time is the 

time of deterioration of Bani Marvan’s 

rulership.127  
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Abstract: Hazrat Zaynab answering Ibn Ziyad who said, “how did you judge what 

God had done with your brother and your family?” replied, “ ыугϮ ъϜ ϥтϜϼ ϝв” [i. e. I 

see just beauties. ]  

Our discussion is about beauties of Ashoura or as it has been said the white 

dimension of it. That stage which its actors were imam Husayn and his 

companionship. That dimension which is lighted, clear and full of meaning. Imam 

Husayn in the dark scene of Ashoura is that oppressed one who is slaughtered; but in 

the illuminated side of this scene is a warrior who is everlasting alive one whom 

should be followed and set as a role model.  

 Key words: Ashoura, sacrifice, devotion 

In the evening of Tasoa ( the night 

before Ashoura), when the army of 

Omar ibn Sad was preparing to fight 

with imam Hussein, the imam asked his 

brother to go towards them and asked 

for more time so that they could pray 
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and talk to God. Historians have said 

imam and his companions in the eve of 

Ashura prayed and recited the Koran, 

engaged in supplications; whispers of 

their worship reached ears similar to 

honey bee’s. In the midday of Ashura, 

imam Husayn requested cease fire for a 

short time to say their prayers. The 

enemies did not agree to stop war for a 

short time, even one of them said your 

prayers would not be accepted. Finally 

imam stood up to say his prayer among 

the arrows thrown at him.  

Ashoura is the day of Husayn virtues. If 

it was not Ashoura, some of his virtues 

would be undiscovered. It is possible to 

make a list from those virtues just 

revealed in Ashora day including 

patience, satisfaction, trust in God, 

bravery, perseverance, self-confidence, 

and liberty.  

Though imam’s companions and 

relatives were murdered, he did not lose 

his patience and perseverance. One of 

the witnesses of that tragic event said I 

swear by God, I have never seen the one 

who was being surrounded by enemies 

and whose companions and relatives are 

murdered but he still remained as brave 

as Husayn. Even when the neck of his 

baby was cut in two by an arrow, he 

said, “ в ͼЯК днк еуЛϠ йжϜ ͼϠ ЬϿж ϝ which 

means whatever of calamity pouring on 

me, as I am at the presence of God ( and 

He sees), is tolerable and easy for me. ” 

A person can say this sentence who 

finds God as a witness and believes that 

there is a Day of Judgment.  

As the holy Prophet had Meraj 

(ascending to the skies to meet God), 

and Ghadir Day was the day for imam 

Ali to reach perfection, Ashoura was a 

day for imam Husayn to ascend to skies. 

But at this time, not only he himself but 

also his companions experienced this 

Meraj. They saw death in front of 

themselves but they ignored it. They did 

not hesitate in their battle. It is narrated 

that in the morning of Ashora day, 

Burayr ibn Khuzair cracked jokes. 

Abdul Rahman said, “Why are you 

joking? Now is not a good time to joke.” 

Borayr said, my relatives assert that I 

did not like jokes when I was young, let 

alone now, but the heaven which is in 

front of us makes me so fresh.  

Describing companions of Prophet, 

Imam Ali said their battle was wisely: 

уЂϜ ͼЯК бкϽϚϝЋϠ ϜнЯгϲблТϝ . Those who 

followed imam Husayn to Karbala, put 

their steps on this way wisely and 

realized that what a dangerous way is in 

front of them. Imam Husayn did not 

deceive or allured anyone. He explicitly 

told them the dangers ahead. Hearing 

martyrdom of his companions in Kofa, 

imam Husayn did not hide this matter, 

but said openly, terrible news came to us 

and that is the murder of Moslim ibn 

Aghil, Hani ibn Orveh and Abdullah ibn 

Yaghtor. Our followers left us alone, so 

anyone who wants to return, do return, 
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return doubtlessly that there remains no 

contract between us. After announcing 

this, some who joined them and were 

greedy for wealth and position returned. 

But those who did not leave Imam 

Husayn alone, were the chosen one; 

those who entered the battle wisely.  

None of imam Husayn’s companions 

joined the enemies. But in contrast, a 

group of the opponents joined imam. 

And some other ones had this in their 

mind but it did not come true. The usual 

trend is at the time of hardship people 

join more powerful side specially when 

they are sure they are going to be killed. 

But his companions were ready to be 

slaughtered and did not join the 

enemies.  

Let me explain clearly that even imam 

Husayn asked his companions to take 

advantage of darkness and left his army 

and saved their life. One of the splendid 

points of Ashoura is this. In return for 

this magnanimity of imam Husayn, his 

companions behaved manly and did not 

accept to leave him. The rumor which 

says a group of his companions left him 

that night is doubtful. He told his 

companions in the night before Ashoura, 

ϒ̲ϼ ̶Ϲ̲Ц ͼΘж̴Ϝ ̴ϲ ͼ̴Т ̯ϝЛуг̲Ϯ Ϝн̳Ч̴Я̲Г̶жϝ̲Т ̶б̳̲ͮЮ [̳ϥ̶ж̴Ϻ̲Ϝ] ̳ϥт ̪ΕЭ

 ̴ϷΖϦϝ̲Т б̳̲ͮу̴Ї̲О ̶Ϲ̲Ц ̰Эу̲Ю Ϝϻк ̪̰аϝв̴Ϻ ͼΘз̴в ̶б̳ͮуЯ̲К ̲Ёу̲Ю ̳им̳ϻ

 ̯ы̲г̲Ϯ I let you go all and I am satisfied. 

There is no right of me on you. Now, the 

night casted on every where, so mount 

on you camels ( and go).  

In return for this behavior, his 

companions also stayed there. Brothers 

of Moslem ibn Aghil said, “May God 

make the life after you ugly 

(worthless).” Mohammad ibn Bashir 

said, “Wild animals eat me alive if I 

leave you.” Also Saeed ibn Abdullah 

swore God and said, “ if I knew I’ll be 

killed, then I’ll be given life again, then 

I am burned again and my dust will 

wiped out by wind, and this will happen 

to me 70 times, still I do not leave you. ” 

Zohayr ibn Ghayn said, “ I swear God I 

like to be killed a thousand times and 

then come to life and again be killed, if I 

know my death save your life and the 

life of youth of your family. ”  

It was clear that imam’s companions 

came to devote their life and do not left 

him. But look at the ignorance of their 

enemies; for example, Shemr, one of the 

enemies, approached imam and said, the 

sons of our sister (the children of 

Ommul Banin, from Bani Kalab tribe, 

who were Abulfazl, Jafar, and Uthman) 

are in our custody. But they not only did 

not accept, but also cursed Shemr and 

said you gave us shelter while the son of 

the Prophet of God is not safe? 

While imam Husayn was searching for 

those who could help him but at the 

same time he did not accept every one. 
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He was careful that lest one of his 

companions owned people. Therefore, 

he selected an agent to go among his 

companions and announced on behalf of 

imam that,  ̰ет̲ϸ ̴йу̲Я̲К ̰ЭϮ̲ϼ ͼ̲Л̲в ̳Э̴ϦϝЧ̳тъ.. ..  Θжϝ̲Т ͼ

н̳Ч̲т ̮ б̵ЯЂ м йуЯК  ͼ̵ЯЊ ̮  ̲ЬнЂ̲ϼ ̳ϥЛ̴г̲Ђ ̶е̲в :̳Ь

 ̴й̲вϝу̴Ч̶ЮϜ ан̲т ̴й̴Ϧϝз̲Ѓ̲ϲ ̶е̴в ̲ϻ̴϶̳Ϝ ̰ет̲ϸ ̴йу̲Я̲К ̲м ̲Ϥϝв which 

means if anyone owns someone, he 

shouldn’t join me in this war, I have 

heard from the Prophet who said, 

anyone who died but he owned people, 

in the resurrection day, his good deeds 

will be deduced. Or in another tradition, 

one person stood up and said, my wife 

has accepted to pay my debts. Imam 

said, what about her Nafaghe? Also in 

another tradition, one of the companions 

of imam said, I owe someone. Imam 

said, anyone who owes, shouldn’t come 

with me.  

In the day of Ashoura, some 

companions of imam Husayn preceded 

other ones and did not let any one of 

Bani Hashim go to the battle field before 

them. The relatives of imam also went to 

the battle field before imam, to delay the 

time of martyrdom of imam. From imam 

family, the first one who asked 

permission to go to the battle field was 

Ali Akbar. The oldest son of imam 

whose face and behavior were very 

similar to Prophet. One of the shining 

point of Ashoura is this point that imam, 

first, devoted his own son and he is the 

first martyr of his family. When Ali 

Akbar was asking permission, imam 

gave permission immediately, but when 

the son of his brother, Qasim ibn 

Hassan, wanted permission, imam did 

not accept until he pleaded again and 

again and finally got the permission.  

Whatever we writes of brevity of Imam 

Husayn and his companions in the day 

of Ashoura is less. Of course, there is a 

misunderstanding here which causes 

historical distortions. Some thought that 

brevity is when one can alone kill 

several people in war, so they 

exaggerated about the number of killed 

one in Omar ibn Sad army. But the truth 

is brevity is a psychological power and 

ability to risk, fight and not to be sure of 

victory.  

Of course, the army of imam Husayn 

had power and strength. It has been 

written a lot in this regard, but it is better 

to narrate from the enemies: Omar ibn 

Hajjaj in the day of Ashoura, when he 

saw the brevity of companions of imam 

Husayn, asked his soldiers not to go for 

one to one fight but throw stones on 

them. He told his soldiers, “oh naïve 

people! Do you know who this one you 

are fighting with is? They are the best 

fighters. ”  

One of the soldiers of Omar ibn Saad 

told about imam Husayn companions: a 

group has attacked us holding swords, 

like wild lions. They won’t accept any 
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shelter from us nor are interested in 

wealth.  

In Islam, it is haram to wage a war and it 

is forbidden to talk someone into 

starting a battle. Imam Husayn did not 

start war. When the soldiers of Horr 

surrounded him in Karbala, Zohayr ibn 

Ghain offered imam Husayn to start the 

war because it was less complicated in 

comparison to what expected them. But 

imam answered,  ̴Ьϝϧ̴Ч̶Юϝ̴Ϡ б̳к̲ϜϹ̶Ϡ̲̲ъ ̳ϥз̳ͭ ϝв which 

means I do not start war.  

In the day of Ashoura, Shemr 

approached tents of imam Husayn and 

cursed him. Moslem ibn Osajeh insisted 

to be ordered to shot Shemr dead. He 

said, my shooting is always fine and this 

bad man is one of the greatest 

oppressors. But imam answered,  ̶й̴вϽ̲Ϧъ

 ̶б̳к̲Ϝ̲ϹϠ̲Ϝ ̶д̲Ϝ ̳и̲ϽͭϜ̲ ͼΘжϝ̲Т which means do not 

throw an arrow that I don’t want to start 

the war.  

Compare his behavior with what Omar 

ibn Saad and his army did in the day of 

Ashoura. Omar put an arrow in the bow 

and threw it while he was saying, è ϜмϹ̲л̶І̴Ϝ

ͼв̲ϼ ̶е̲в ̳Ь̵м̲Ϝ ͼΘж̲Ϝ which means be witness 

that I was the first one who threw an 

arrow.  

Moslem ibn Aghil, the deputy of imam 

Husayn in Kofa, also was very moral; he 

avoided assassination of Obaydullah ibn 

Ziyad, and in this way observed ethical 

codes even for enemies. The story was 

like this: Moslem stayed in the house of 

Hani ibn Orva and Sharik ibn Avar, who 

was a great, famous and sick person, 

was there at the same time. Ibn Ziyad 

decided to visit him and Sharik wanted 

to take advantage, so he asked Moslem 

this bad man was going to visit me 

tonight. When he sat down, you came 

out of the other room suddenly and 

killed him. Then you could go to the 

palace of Kofa with ease. And if I got 

better, I would go to Basra and would 

take control of there. You could feel 

secure then.  

But Moslem avoided killing him. When 

ibn Ziyad left there, Sharik asked 

Moslem why didn’t you kill him? 

Moslem said, because it is narrated from 

Prophet that he prohibits all of 

assassination. Hani said if you had killed 

him, in fact, you had killed a kafir, a 

bad, and a treacherous person. The truth 

is if Moslem had killed ibn Ziyad, and 

conquered Kofa, the route of history 

would change. Imam Husayn entered 

there, and Moslem sat in the seat of ibn 

Ziyad. Whatever happened after that 

could not be as moving as what 

happened in Ashoura. But the deputy of 

imam Husayn, Moslem, who was 

similar to his name a real Moslem, did 

not want to reach his goal through 

immoral means.  
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An interview by Mohammad Zareô 

 Antowan Bara, a Christian researcher and writer, has said, ñHusayn is the 

conscience of all holy divine religions till the end of the world; he wanted to awaken 

sinful conscience and release them from abyss of sins.   
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Characteristics of great men of history 

has various aspects, but which aspects of 

him attracted you more that you have 

spent several years of your life 

researching about this great Shia leader 

and his historical movement?  

Antowan Bara, a Christian researcher and 

writer, has said, “ Husayn is the conscience 

of all holy divine religions till the end of 

the world; he wanted to awaken sinful 

conscience and release them from abyss of 

sins.   

All aspects of his personality from the start 

of his movement to his entrance to Karbala 

have been fascinated me.  

In fact, no specific feature of him can be 

pointed to. As a personality like his has 

different aspects and searching about such 

a characteristic is similar to looking for a 

pin in a vast place. The personality of 

imam Husayn is like an endless sea which 

can taught us lessons if we look carefully.  

But even by the difficulty exist in knowing 

him, we should attempt to pay attention to 

some aspects of him; for example, he 

disregarded all tempting offer given to him 

at his time; especially at the time of Yazid 

rulership. Husayn could accept a position 

and wealth that Yazid offered him and 

lived a secure life and avoid all those tragic 

happening he had to go through. I am 

saying this because some thought like this 

at the start of the combat, including some 

groups of hypocrites, extremists and 

subservient who tried to say the goal of 

this combat was to reach power. Even 

nowadays such an attempt still exists.  

But the holy personality of the grandson of 

Prophet realized the existence of such a 

wrong belief and understood this attitude 

towards himself, by passage of time, will 

expand and as a result all future 

generations will receive this distorted 

message.  

This distortion could change the meaning 

of all those devotions of companions of the 

Prophet or even imam Ali. Therefore, 

imam Husayn decided to stand up against 

Yazid; Yazid is known as a naïve person 

by all historical sources.  

Naïve in it all sense.  

Imam Husayn was always following a 

clear principle and rule and never put it 

aside.  

As he said, I am not an ambitious, 

rebellious, corruptor or cruel person. I am 

raising to correct the nation of my 

grandfather. I want to do Amr bi Marouf 

and Nahi anil-Monkar. So Husayn had two 

goals for his uprising. First, correcting the 

nation of his grandfather and second Amr 

bi Marouf and Nahi anil-Monkar. Though, 

there were lots of temptations to distract 
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his attention in that time but he never left 

these two principals. Why? It is because 

since the time he was born, he was the 

clothes of martyrdom in and the Mercy of 

God prepared him to play this significant 

role in the history of Islamic nation.  

What I have said was the most highlighted 

feature of his personality, which is his 

adherence to the principles and did not 

have tendency towards this and that. 

Though, many people wanted to talk him 

out of this combat by their advice. But 

imam Husayn did not accept.  

One of these individuals was his brother 

Mohammad ibn Hanifeh who said, “do not 

revolt.” Mohammad looked at this uprising 

with materialistically. And against this 

materialistic view, imam Husayn had a 

spiritual non materialistic look.  

Seeking truth and adhering to the 

principles were the first impression we get 

when we are looking at this figure.  

Q. you have written in your book that 

Imam Husayn is the permanent and 

everlasting gem of religions. What made 

you or which aspect of his personality 

made you to get into this conclusion?  

This is exactly what I have said in my 

book. I also said Husayn is the conscience 

of all religions till the end of the world. 

Why? Because his revolt was because of 

the belief of his grandfather and Husayn 

was acting based on the public conscience 

of Muslim nation. And as he was the 

representative of Muslim nation, he is the 

conscience of all religions. According to 

the traditions of Christians, Isa came to this 

world to sacrifice himself for human 

beings and the meaning of devotion and 

sacrifice is not its usual and ordinary 

meaning that we have in our minds. 

Therefore, is imam Husayn uprising 

natural?  

No! His uprising was similar to a volcano 

in the spirits of all muslim nation and it left 

behind tremendous aftershock. Imam 

Husayn wanted to waken up consciences 

sinking in sins by these quakes and saved 

them from abyss of sins. From the other 

hand, it was close that the measures of the 

ruling system of that time torn apart newly 

shaped religious belief of people. In 

addition, great people of the first years of 

Islam went through hardship and had many 

devotions for Islam; but after them a group 

took the rein of power who wanted power 

only and attracted people’s heart, mind and 

soul to corruption.  

Therefore, the word conscience is a 

symbol which shows Husayn’s movement 

was from God and his uprising was similar 

to the missions of prophets. When imam 

Husayn said, “if God wants me killed, I 

will be killed, and there is no escape from 

the Day (day of Ashoora) which is 

determined by God.” 
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Imam Husayn was an agent from God to 

do this mission and that uprising was the 

will of God. The will that many people 

disregarded it in that time. This was the 

same will of God that made Abraham to 

revolt against Namrood. He was dropped 

into fire in front of Namroods’ eyes to 

burn. And the same will caused Yahya to 

stood up against Hirodus and tell him: the 

wife of your brother is not halal for you. 

Therefore, he could abolish their sunnah 

and this will of God caused Isa to address 

Ahbar ( Jews scholars) and said,  you are 

satanic. From the generation of thieves and 

mean ones. And because of this will of 

God Muhammad- that poor and orphaned 

child- carried the mission of prophethood 

and spread it to the East and the West.  

Q. in our researches about personality 

of Husayn and his mission, we came to 

this belief that if it was not his mission 

and martyrdom, the path of salvation 

would remain closed to human beings, 

did you get such a result from your 

researches?  

I agree with you. And I allocate a specific 

part of my book to this topic. In other parts 

of the book, I also talked about this. I also 

said, if it was not the uprising of imam 

Husayn, historians when recording the 

history of Islam as a religion would not 

find anything and if it was not this 

uprising, history of Islam would be 

forgotten. Some people criticized me when 

I said the beginning of Islam is from 

Muhammad but its continuation is by 

Husayn and the revolution and uprising of 

Husayn was done by Husayn but its 

continuation by Zeinab.  

Since the time of Prophet to the time of 

Imam Ali, each one of Ahle Bayt, had a 

mission given to them by God, imam 

Husayn, imam Hasan and Zeinab and 

Zahra. Each one of them has a clear role to 

guide the nation of Muhammad. But the 

role of Zeinab was to continue the mission 

of her brother and hold his flag raised. And 

what Zeinab has done in that time is not 

less than what Husayn had done.  

And Zeinab had a complementary role in 

this uprising. Therefore, Islam had 

revealed to Prophet, Ali interpreted and 

taught it. Karballa was the final level of 

this revelation and Zeinab helped Husayn 

in this way.  

Hazrat Zeinab was prepared for such a day 

to be his helper. Zeinab loved her brother 

since her childhood and if Husayn was late 

for home, she waited for him impatiently. 

And when Zeinab married Abdullah ibn 

Jafar, a contract was set between Ali and 

Jafar saying Zainab is free to be besides 

her brother whenever she wants without 

taking any permission from her husband.  

And when Ashora Tragedy happened, 

though Zainab could join her brother 

without taking permission from her 
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husband but she took permission and the 

reason of this is her special upbringing.  

 Therefore each one of Ahle Bayt had a 

clear mission and people could not 

comprehend it easily. Why? Because they 

don’t care about the Will of God in 

changing the life of infallibles and chosen 

ones of God.  The will that put Abraham in 

fire and beheaded Yahya by Saloomeh, the 

daughter of Hirood. According to this Will, 

Quraish and disbelievers were bothered 

Prophet to the extent that Muhammad said, 

no Prophet was tortured by his nation more 

than me.  

Q. God has brought all infallibles in a 

way or other to Karbala and informed 

them about this tragedy of imam 

Husayn. In your opinion what was the 

reason? Since the time of Adam 

downfall on the earth, God has set all 

infallibles be informed of this tragic 

event and even some of them mourned 

for him in advance. It has been narrated 

that Isa once was passing from 

Karballa, he stopped there for a while 

and picked up a handful of soil of there, 

smelled it and cried for Husayn ibn Ali.  

The tragedy of Karbala was the 

ultimate form of all desperate devotions 

of Prophets who had started before. 

This subject that Isa had seen Karbala 

is correct and has been mentioned in 

historical documents.  

The tragedy of Ashora is the ultimate 

devotion in the history of religions. If we 

look at Quran, we see only the word 

religion in singular form and not plural 

form. Quran talks about a united general 

religion. Therefore, that religion has been 

received to us by three prophets. It is true 

that Isa has been to Karbala and I 

explained it in details.  

All these things have happened based on 

Hikmah of God. Hikmah and Might of 

God can produce such a miracle. I myself 

believe that Isa was present in the land of 

Karbala, because they were both to 

sacrifice, though Husayn was not a 

prophet, by his devotion and sacrifice 

could get close to Isa and this opinion is 

based on our Christians literature.  

In conclusion, visitation of Prophets of 

Karbala is correct, though some people 

claim it not to be authentic. But it 

happened and has been mentioned in 

authentic source books. Therefore, it is not 

strange if Isa was present there and felt that 

bloody bloodshed from close; the history 

of religions has never witnessed such a 

martyrdom like martyrdom of Husayn.  

Arrows, knifes, swords, amputation, being 

trapped by horseshoes,… a death by these 

things is not a usual death from one hand, 

and from the other hand, the one who was 

murdered was the grandson of holy 

Prophet.  
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God has chosen some people like Husayn 

to show humanity that how they risked 

their life to fulfill a significant goal and 

even devoted their family and best friends 

for this goal.  

 Imam Husayn knew that he could not win 

by seventy individuals against thirty 

thousand soldiers of Yazid. But he 

accepted martyrdom peacefully and 

happily. And it was Hikmah of God to give 

eternity to this martyrdom. Hikmah was 

this when Imam was asked not to take 

women and girls with him, he did not 

accept and insisted on it, so by being eye 

witness, they could be trustworthy and 

reliable reporters of this tragedy. Imam had 

perceived his mission; presence of women 

besides him could complete his uprising. It 

was the sunnah of Arab to cut head of men, 

put them on arrows in order to get reward. 

The same has been down to Husayn.  

Because of this Zeinab insisted to be with 

his brother in his movement. Though some 

friends of Imam Husayn tried to talk him 

out of his decision like Mohammad ibn 

Hanafiyeh, Abdullah ibn Jafar, … or at 

least persuaded him not to take women. 

But it should be noted that if he went there 

alone, no one would become informed of 

what had happened there. Because Yazid 

had special groups who spread false news 

and rumors among people, very similar to 

some news agencies of the present time. 

These groups were named Morjada; their 

duty was to change realities. Show black as 

white and white as black. Therefore, when 

Zeinab went to Damascus, walking in the 

front of Karvan of captive ones, people 

insulted her and said, you nasty, corrupted 

rebels wanted to topple Yazid? So your 

killing is mobah (allowed).  

 But Zeinab by her sermon and lecture 

changed people’s ideas and burned their 

hearts. She made reality clear for people 

and people realized that this karvan were 

not rebels or corrupt ones but they were 

Ahle Bayt of Prophet. If it were not Zeinab 

and other women; imam Sajjad would be 

murdered too. And no one would remain 

from Prophet. When we look at this picture 

from above, at least its Hikmah and reason 

become clear for us.  

You told somewhere Isa told Bani 

Israel, anyone who saw Husayn, should 

haste to help him. In your opinion, in 

this era, how can a Christian specifically 

and the world of Christianity in General 

help Husayn?                  

Yes, Isa said, anyone who lives at his time. 

And it means in the beginning everyone 

was called Bani Israel. Because Isa was 

selected by God to guide Bani Israel. Isa 

asked people to help imam Husayn in his 

combat. And this combat was not fighting 

with sword. Isa wanted people and his 

companions took part in this scene by 

advice and adherence to principles. The 

principles which stop distortion.  
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Q. the news of tragic event of Ashoora 

has been mentioned in Bible; we read 

in part of it, an slaughtering will 

happen besides Nile (Forat). And as 

we know Ashoora was happened 

there.  

Yes, we read this and we read in its 

continuation, attack, wear war clothes, … 

and all these descriptions have a meaning, 

therefore, the words which are said by 

Prophet have a symbolic meaning. It is 

right that Isa was informed of this tragic 

event and announced it. When Isa came to 

visit Karbala land, he knew that according 

to Hikmah of God, a martyrdom will come 

in the third level of massengership and by 

his great devolution, will finish this third 

level of massengership; the reports of his 

great devotion will replete the world. 

Therefore, he could defend from the third 

belief and in addition to this, he was the 

guardian of the first two believes from two 

previous massengership.  

Because all those three levels are part of 

three-level part of a unique religion.  

I allocate a complete chapter to this topic 

in my book. This part raised a dispute and 

challenge among readers. In this book, I 

talked about words of Isa and Husayn. 

Their words are very similar to each other. 

For example, we can point to the words of 

Isa at the time of being tortured or the 

words of Husayn to the army of enemies. 

Or when Husayn told his companions, 

“leave me and go away.” Isa told the same 

to his apostles, “leave me and go away.” 

All these words can show that this person 

has come to do devotion. For this, getting 

help is meaningless. And helping refers to 

each person conscience. As Isa and 

Husayn asked their friends to leave the 

scene but they stayed there.  

The meaning of “to comprehend the 

present” is to realize the principles of 

Husayn and put them in practice. 

Therefore, if a person after passing 

fourteen centuries from Ashoora tragedy, 

defends it and writes about it and explains 

and interprets it, it is as if he was present 

there and fought next to Husayn.  

This means what I have already said. Of 

course, at the time of Ashoora, helping 

Husayn was difficult and from one hand, 

religions are to be followed in every era. 

And they are not specific for an era. 

Likewise, the words of Prophets and 

chosen ones are applicable for all eras.  

Q. from the wonderful issues of 

martyrdom of Imam Husayn is the 

scene of his martyrdom. Even enemies 

struggled with each other for taking his 

clothes.  

He was trapped under the feet of horses, 

swords and spears. His enemies even did 

not leave his pants and ring untouched, 

took them out harshly. And these things 
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happened before Shemr cut his holy head 

off.  

In that tragic event, two groups were 

present: a group who helped Imam; like 

Hor ibn Riyahi and a group who desisted 

helping him.  

The same had happened for Isa. Therefore, 

I tried to have a comparison between Isa 

and Husayn and in my book, in a nice 

chapter, titled “did isa inform us of 

Karbala?”, I included it. This part raise 

challenges among readers. And some tried 

to answer me and wrote, “Presence of Isa 

in Karbala is not possible.” And I 

answered, “this is done by Hikmah and 

Might of God. It didn’t obey world laws 

which we think of it as an impossible 

action. God could take Isa to there in a 

wink of an eye to see in close the third 

level of a unique religion.” In conclusion, 

no one can ignore this event or refuse it.  

  Q. you said in your book that if 

Husayn had belonged to us, we would 

have put up a flag in each and every 

corner in his name, and we would have 

invited people of the world to Islam. In 

your opinion, muslims and specially 

Shia, what should they have done for 

imam Husayn but they havenôt, and 

which failure of them made you say 

this?  

You the muslim do not recognize the high 

position and value of him and do not save 

it. Why? I wrote in my book that in order 

to save the tragedy of Karbala having 

ceremonies is not sufficient. 

In addition, I wrote another sentence about 

this and I used it in another interview. I 

said, you muslims do not recognize imam 

Husayn well and do not value it as you 

should. Why? The question is what the 

duty of Shia is regarding Husayn? I said in 

my book that keeping Ashoora alive 

should not be limited to some ceremonies. 

Of course these ceremonies are good like 

beating on the chests, mourning, … but 

each muslim and non muslim must apply 

imam Husayn guidelines and behavior in 

his personal life and family life and in 

society and even the world. Why? To 

spread rightness and justice and to uproot 

injustices.  

Because Husayn was the symbol of 

innocence. And this is what made Gandi 

say that Husayn taught me the way of 

being innocent which led me to reach 

victory at the end. But how an innocent 

and oppressed person can win? And how 

this can lead to victory? Therefore, there 

should exist a compatibility between 

innocence and victory. Isn’t it? 

It is my understanding that it is not enough 

to suffice to mourning, but we should try to 

expand his guidelines and culture all 

around the world.  
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These steps can help people of the word 

specially west and Christians be informed 

that there is a person like their Prophet 

Jesus who was very similar to him in terms 

of devotion and defending his believes. 

Because believes also like other 

phenomenon can be distorted and when 

Husayn felt the process to distort belief 

was started, he began his movement to 

create that spiritual quake.  

I do not regard Husayn’s uprising as a war, 

but I know it is as an epic for his opinions 

and for humanity. Its difference with other 

epics is the other epics mentioned in story 

books are not real, they are imaginations of 

authors, maybe they are believable or 

unbelievable and even they can be fun. 

Reading them will give us joy but this 

tragedy and epic is not like this. It 

belonged to all time and it is for all eras 

and it contains lots of lessons.  

Here human beings are put in the testing 

situation: to understand these lessons and 

apply them and not to have a superficial 

look at Husayn’s epic and not to suffice to 

keeping some ceremonies alive. For 

example, human being is also in an attempt 

to reach social position and save his 

financial gaining, but Husayn was not like 

this. He ignored all these things and stood 

up against injustices. Though he couldn’t 

win; by this uprising, Islam could win 

other combats ahead. This is the 

philosophy of Karabala Tragedy.  

To answer the question that what is the 

duty of Shia towards Ashoora tragedy and 

Husayn I should say I had started to wrote 

this book when I was twenty-three and it 

was my first book of my fifteen books in 

this regard. Though before writing this 

book, I had read Maghtal of Husayn by 

Moghrem. Because I didn’t have any 

background, I started to read it and took 

notes, some saw my notes and comments 

writing in the book and said these notes 

contained a new look and approach in 

itself; the color of a Christian who lives 

among muslims and the identity of his life 

is in fact Islamic and who is interested in 

Husayn. They encouraged me to put my 

step in this way.  

Q. some orientalists had a materialistic 

look at the tragedy of Karbala and some 

muslims even do not hold a correct idea 

about it. and our Shia brothers hold a 

kind of emotional look to this epic.  

Yes, that’s true. For example, some people 

like Ibn Teymiyeh said Husayn’s uprising 

spread corruption. But we do not know he 

is talking about which corruption. 

Therefore we should hold a fair look at 

this. From one hand, Shia brothers have 

emotional look at this tragedy. When my 

book was published, I welcomed by threats 

and exaggerated harsh reactions; of course 

I am happy with these reactions. After 

passing twelve years of its publication, 

which brought me hardship, I am unable to 
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entangle myself from the charisma of 

Husayn’s personality.  

I had decided that this book be my first 

book about Husayn. And now after 37 

years, I do not find this ability in myself to 

write a similar book to this again and I 

believe this book, by the help of God and 

Husayn and Ahle Bayt, has achieved a lot, 

though its author has 23 years old. Readers 

thought that it was written by a man of 90 

years old. The wonder is my book was 

sued in a court and they issued a verdict for 

a funny reason. My accusation was a 

sentence I wrote about Othman ibn Afan; 

and it is interesting that I took the sentence 

without any change from the book 

“revolution of Husayn and its social 

effects” by Mohammad Shams al-Din.  

I was accused that I made fun of Othman 

in my book. And it is written in the law 

that a researcher can documented to the 

books which are in the libraries if he 

doesn’t make any change in them. I did the 

same. But even though that book is in the 

libraries, I was convicted and the 

publication of my book was banned.  

You said earlier there is a relationship 

between Imam Mahdi reappearance 

and return of Isa and the movement of 

imam Husayn, and said there is a tight 

relationship among them. You said 

anyone who likes to experience this, 

should know imam Husayn and await 

returning Isa. How do you explain this 

similarity?  

 Definitely guidance and attention of God 

has created this similarity, and each human 

being based on his religion will have a 

general or detailed understanding from it. 

We could not comprehend Decisions of 

God completely; we only understand a part 

of it. Therefore, we should accept this and 

try more to pay attention to all aspects. A 

look which is rooted in faith. By faith, we 

mean the faith which was in all prophets 

and infallibles and the chosen ones. They 

came to increase the level of humanity. 

The movement of all prophets was similar; 

as they were to invite people to worship 

God and justice.  

As a Christian, I believe Isa and 

Mahdi(p.b.u.h.) will revive humanity from 

the abyss of sins and cruelties.  

According to us – Christians- and also 

muslims there will a time when sin will 

occupy all the world, and then Mahdi will 

come. Of course even at the present time, 

the signs of reappearance of him are 

tangible. But no one but God knows its 

exact time. And I as a Christian believe in 

that time Isa and Mahdi (p.b.u.h.) will 

revive humanity from the abyss of sins and 

cruelties.  

Therefore all attempts and devotions of 

prophets were to transfer true belief to 

human beings and reach them to the 
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prosperity of this world and the other 

world. Opposite to this, human being turns 

to the world and this interest to the world 

brings corruption and violence as a result.  

This has a lesson in it for humanity and in 

the light of these infallibles and chosen 

ones people will find salvation.  

Concerning divine rulership, I should say 

we as human beings can not have a general 

picture different from what has been 

mentioned in holy books. As I said our 

dream is to reach that divine rulership. All 

these issues need prerequisites and 

preparation which are mentioned in 

Christianity and Islam.  

And both emphasize that prerequisites of 

reappearance is when oppression and 

injustice have spread the world. As imam 

Ali said, “How few passengers pass 

through right path. This is undeniable that 

only a few people will tread on this path.”  

Though imam Ali said this at his time but 

this sentence is rooted from prudence of 

him to future as other individuals of this 

family had this prudence.  

It is enough to remember the words of 

imam Husayn or hazrat Zeinab who was in 

the first line of caravan of captives; she 

told her nephew something that showed 

her prudence. She said, future will be full 

of our name and our place will be high. 

The question is how did she know after 14 

centuries events will go towards this? This 

is a reason on my claim. Several years ago 

I went to karbala in Arbaeen and I saw 24 

million pilgrims there and this is a part of 

her prudence and her brother’s. They know 

that hearts will get in touch with this epic 

and their names will be respected. And any 

place they put their foot, a shrine will be 

constructed, people in groups will go to 

visit them; people who eagerly count 

minutes to visit there. Of course when 

someone does not have such an 

experience, for him it is difficult to 

understand.  

One who is on the way to visit imam 

Husayn shrine in the day of Arbaeen and 

leaves his belongings behind, and tends to 

find truth, will not suppress anyone, and if 

because of him another person is bothered 

or oppressed, he couldn’t sleep a wink that 

night.  

On the way to Karbala, he thinks about 

why Karbala has happened? Why did 

Husayn devote himself, his family and 

companions? Why? Does this epic an 

answer to the order of God? What a 

splendid answer? Husayn, the great and 

nice flower of garden of villaya… in reply 

to the order of God, could have created 

such an epic. In Quran, we read, “you all 

hurry, financially or physically do jahad. If 

you understand, it is better for you all.”  

This haste and preparation was not for  

usual and mundane devotion. But it 

teaches human beings a lesson, and in this 
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stormy ocean of greed of human beings, 

which makes the path of God fading; 

Husayn is there, the tower of guidance for 

those who take the path of God as their 

way of life, clears the way to stop people 

of falling in the abyss of sins and bites of 

deadly snakes of this road.  

Therefore, all these things are Hikmah of 

God. But how would be that reappearance? 

Only God can answer it. And as we said 

we have some pictures in our mind of how 

it would be. In that time, Isa and Husayn 

will have some tools that no human being 

has ever seen before. In this great event, 

stars, skies and magnetic powers of the 

earth will help them.  

 Likewise, all unknowns to human beings 

since the time of his creation till then will 

be known. Angels with their various types 

and benevolent people all will be at the 

commandership of Isa and Mahdi (p.b.u.h.) 

to spread justice and uproot oppression. 

The oppression that human being has made 

by different methods and by the means of 

science and technology.  

As I said, each work for Husayn or about 

him will cause a lot of concepts related to 

this culture be passed to people and add to 

their information. As imam Ali said, 

“human being is enemy of what he doesn’t 

know.” Or in another place, “do not have 

relationship with ignorant people.”  

Therefore, not knowing something is not 

suitable when the channels of getting 

information is open to us now. We should 

even by making films, writing books, … 

try to defend opinions, thoughts and 

principles of Husayn movement,  even if it 

is going to happen after 14 centuries; As I 

have tolerated all those hardship in writing 

for Husayn and I did not chose anyone but 

Husayn. In that time I had never thought 

my book would have been published. But 

against all negative environment, I did it 

and now I am proud of it because the path 

of Husayn is a big shiny star of Islam and 

humanity. I wish you luck in this way.  
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